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Follow-up committee reviews treaty process 

AMMAN (Petra) — The joint Jordan ian-Israeli foHow-up com- 
mitiee Held a meeting Tuesday on the Israeli side of the Dead Sea 
to review progress in the implementation of agreements emanating 
from the peace treaty that Jordan and Israel signed in October. A 
statement fallowing the meeting said that the committee reviewed 
arart agreements an the environment, energy and health which 
have already been endorsed by the twp sides. The committee 
acoded on dates for the formal signing or the agreements and 
a S re « on the dates for the start of their implementation. The 
committee also reviewed draft agreements related to cooperation 
in agriculture, the development of Aqaba and Eilat, science and 
culture as well as economic affairs, transport and civil aviation, 
roc statement said the two sides were expected to end discussions 
matters in August. The Jordanian bide was headed by Dr. 
Ham Mulki and the Israeli side by Israel's ambassador to Jordan 
Shimon Shamir. 
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Housing Bank capital raised to JD 18m 

AMMAN (Petra) —The Cabinet on Tuesday approved raising the 
capital of the Housing Bank to JD 16 million upon a recommenda- 
tion by the development council. The bank has recently applied to 
the economic council requesting that its capital be raised to JD 25 
million. The Cabinet, meeting under the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zcid Ben Shaker, also endorsed a' trade agreement 
signed last month with Romania. In addition, it approved the 
participation of the national Jordanian folk troupe in the Ismaeliya 
(Egypt) international festival later this month. 
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King pays one^day visit to Egypt 

King, Mubarak pledge to bolster ties, fight extremism 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day made a short visit to 
Egypt and held talks with 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
ways of improving Arab ties, 
on the peace process, rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries and the situation in Bos- 
nia. 

At a press conference held 
jointly wjrh President Mubar- 
ak, King Hussein said that 
Jordan along with Egypt 
were doing their best to 
achieve Arab solidarity and 
heal Arab rifts, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. The King said: "We 
are confident that we will 
yr ventually achieve the atmos- 
phere of cooperation and 
brotherhood that we all seek, 
so thar we can restore the 
status worthy of us in this 
world.” 

“We are working to tighten 
the Arab ranks and we hope, 
if God wishes, that Arabs will 
soon be united,” Mr. Mubar- 
ak told reporters. 

King Hussein went straight 
into the meeting at the pres- 
idential Palace of Muntazah 
after arriving in Egypt with 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and FTime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. 

The two leaders focussed * 
on “ways to improve the 
atmosphere between Arabs 
and consolidate joint Arab 
action through the Arab 
League,” Egyptian Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat Sharif 
said. 

King Hussein left for Am- 
man shortly after the talks. 
Today the King beads to 
Qatar.on a similar mission to 
solidify Arab relations and 
■will meet the new emir,*- 
Sheikh Hatnad Ben Khalifa 
A! Thani. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Mubarak also discussed the 
Middle East peace process 
and especially “ways to 


bridge the gap between 
Palestinians and Israel,” Mr. 
Sharif said. 

The King told reporters 
before he left Amman that 
they would also review the 
“drastic situation in Bosnia.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, who was also at 
Alexandria, said Sunday: 
“This visit will add to the 
march towards Arab solidar- 
ity at a time when the Arabs 
need solidarity and dia- 
logue.” 

King Hussein pledged to 
fight “with all our power" 
extremists, who threaten the 
region's stability. 

“We will also fight the con- 
tinuous attempts of rhese 
opportunists who hurt our 
religion and faith,” King 
Hussein said. 

The two leaders met in the 
Mediterranean port for talks 
that Jordanian officials said 
would focus on the peace 
process and reconciliation 
among Arab countries still 
divided by the Gulf war. 

”We have suffered from 
the effects of terrorism and 
we will fight it with all our 
power,” the King said. 

On the Syrian-Israeli nego- 
tiations, Mr. Mubarak told 
reporters that although talks 
were progressing slowly, he 
hoped that “by the end of this 
year, they will reach a solu- 
tion.” 

bn the MENA summit and 
the possibility of setting up a 
common Arab market, Presi- 
dent Mubarak recalled that 
the idea to establish a com- 
mon Arab market surfaced in 
the 1960s, before the estab- 
lishment of the European 
market. 

However, he said, all Arab 
meetings that were held in 
the past to pursue the idea, 
led to nothing. 

He dismissed any relation 
between the MENA econo- 



H3s Majesty King Hussein and Her Majesty Queen Noor are 
bring greeted on arrival at Alexandria airport by President 
Hosni Mubarak and Mrs. Mubarak. The King and the 


Queen returned home later Tuesday alter the one-day talks 
with Egyptian leaders (AFP photo) 


mic summit and the establish- 
ment of a common Arab mar- 
ket. saying that many other 
countries were participating 
in the meeting. He said that 
he discussed with King Hus- 
sein general subjects relating 
to the summit, but that they 
left the details for the foreign 
ministers. 

On die issue of Bosnia, 
Mr. Mubarak said: “We sup- 
port, as much as we can, 
Bosnia, whether that be 
Egypt, Jordan or the Muslim 
and Arab World, but there 
are many foreign obstacles.” 


Asked about the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence's decision to no longer 
respect the U.N.-imposed 
embargo on Bosnia Herzego- 
vina, Mr. Mubarak re- 
sponded: “We will waft to see 
what the United States does, 
especially after the decision 
-by the (U.S.) Senate to lift 
the embargo.” 

Both Egypt and Jordan be- 
long to the pan-Islamic con- 
ference, along with 48 other 
countries. 

“I think the (U.S.) Con- 


gress is going to ratify this 
decision,*’ Mr. Mubarak 
added, “and I hope that a 
solution will be found before 
the situation degenerates into 
a very violent conflict be- 
tween the two sides.” 

King Hussein congratu- 
lated Mr. Mubarak for escap- 
ing an assassination attempt 
on his life in Addis Ababa on 
June 26, , adding that both 
countries would continue to 
fight terrorism. 

He said there were 
.“attempts in the name of 
Muslim fundamentalism 


aimed at undermining our 
religion.” 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
and his Egyptian counterpart 
Atef Sedki held a meeting 
attended by the foreign 
ministers of both countries. 
The two prime ministers 
agreed on Holding the meet- 
ing of tiie Joint Higher Min- 
isterial Jordanian Egyptian 
Committee in September, to 
be preceded by a meeting of 
the expert group. Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat A! Shar- 
if said. 


Leaflet claims responsibility for Tel Aviv attack 


Hamas warns U.S. not to 
extradite leader to Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The militant Islamic 
group Hamas published a let- 
C WVIMV- -- - ter Tuesday warning Presi- 

iam. injuring MJ * dent Clinton of “a wave of 
lotnbav triggered a _ anger and retaliation 
even throughout the Arab and 

Islamic world" if the United 
States extradites a detained 
Hamas leader to Israel. 

Hamas demanded the im- 
mediate release of Mousa 
Abu Marzouk. Otherwise, it 
said, "the United States is 
putting itself in an open con- 
frontation with the Arab and 
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the Jerusalem-based Arabic 
newspaper An Nahar. The ad 
urged supporters to fax 
copies of the letter — printed 
in Arabic and English — to 
the White House and the 
U.S. State Department and 
Justice Department. 

Dr. Ghazi Hamad, editor- 
in-chief of tbe Gaza-based 
Hamas weekly newspaper A1 
Watan, said the. retaliation 
would include killings and 
kidnappings similar to the 
attacks claimed by Hamas 
after its spiritual leader. 
Sheikh Ahmad Yasin, was 
arrested in 1989/ 

Mr. Yasin is serving a life 
sentence for ordering the kill- 
ing of informers and Israeli 
soldiers. 

"Hamas kidnapped Israeli 
soldiers and carried out spe- 
cial operations to release 
Sheikh Ahmad Yasin, Mr. 
Hamad said. “I believe it 


would carry out similar 
attacks on American 
targets." 

In the letter to Mr. Clin- 
ton,. Hamas said Mr. Abu 
Marzouk 's arrest was "with- 
out any legal justification” 
and had caused "our extreme 
dissastifaction and abhorr- 
ence.” 

"In our view, this can only 
add to the depth of feeling of 
the biased nature of your 
foreign policy against Arabs 
and Muslims,” the letter said. 

"Failure on your part to act 
now to avert this would only 
result in a wave of anger and 
retaliation throughout the 
Arab and Islamic world.” ( 

The Arabic text of the let- 
ter, but not the English trans- 
lation, goes on to say: 

“If your government de- 
rides to hand Abu Marzuk to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Abu Odeh 
retires 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday 
approved the retirement of 
Jordan's ambassador to the 
U.N. Adnan Abu Odeh 
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1 killed, 4 injured in bomb 
attack in S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — A roadside 
bomb exploded in Israeli- 
held South Lebanon Tues- 
. day, killing a Lebanese army 
soldier and injuring four 
others, security sources said. 

The bomb went off on a 
road near the village of Rihan 
in the border enclave Israel 
calls a "security zone.” 

The soldiers were headed 
to the army garrison in the 
Christian town of Jezzine 
when their Honda Sedan was 
blown up by a remote- 
controlled bomb at about 11 
a.m. (0800 GMT), said the 
sources. 

The casualties were trans- 
ported to a hospital outside 
the Israeli-occupied enclave. 
One later died in the hospital 
and one remained in serious 
condition, said the sources. 
They requested anonymity. 

Lebanon, largely left out of 
U.S.-sponsored negotiations 
between its powerful neigh- 
bours Syria and Israel, on 


Tuesday appealed to 
Washington to take a more 
active role ro bring about 
Middle East peace. 

At an army day ceremony. 
President Elias Hrawi 
warned there could be no 
comprehensive peace without 
the participation of Lebanon, 
whose southern border .re- 
gion is occupied by Israel. 

More than 100 people have 
been killed this year in South 
Lebanon. 

“No peace will prevail as 
long as our land is occupied, 
our people face aggression, 
our skies and territorial wa- 
ters are violated and our sons 
are held prisoner,” Mr. Hra- 
wr said in a 20-minute speech. 

Underlining the daily 
Lebanese-Isracli tension, 
Israeli warplanes on recon- 
naissance flights broke the 
sound barrier over the 
Lebanese capital shortly after 
the army day ceremony in the 
eastern hilltop suburb of 
Fayadiyeh'. 


NATO extends airstrike 
threat to all ‘safe havens’ 


BRUSSELS, Belgium 
(AP) — NATO on Tues- 
day extended its threat of 
airstrikes against Bosnian 
Serbs if they attack any of 
the remaining "safe 
areas” in Bosnia, diplo- 
mats said. 

The alliance agreed 
previously to use air pow- 
er only to deter attacks 
against Gorazde. 

At Tuesday's meeting 
of the NATO ambassa- 
dors that threat was ex- 
pended to also cover 
attacks against Tuzla, 
Bihac and Sarajevo. 

"We have an agree- 
ment. A good one," said 
John Goulden, the British 
ambassador to NATO. 

Officials also said the 
allies would consider en- 
larging the Bihac safe area 
but did not immediately 
give any details. 

Gorazde in Eastern 
Bosnia, and Bihac in the 
west, drew increased in- 
ternational attention after 
Bosnia's rebel Serbs took 
the U.N. "safe areas" of 
Srebrenica and Zepa in 
Eastern Bosnia in July. 

NATO officials said the 
situation in Bihac was 
complicated, as the “safe 
area” includes only a 
small area around Bihac 
city and not the whole 
Bosnian government-held 
enclave. 

The entire area is home 
to some 200,000 people 
and faces attack from sur- 
rounding Serb-led forces. 

Under last week’s deci- 
sion, NATO told the Bos- 
nian Serbs they, could face 
punishing airstrikes if they 
so much as threatened to 
attack Gorazde “safe 
area.” 

U.S. defence secretary 
William Perry suggested 
Monday already that 
NATO may be consider- 
ing other options for 
Bihac. 

“It is important that the 
Bihac safe area be pro- 
tected as well, but I would 
not want to simply say 


rhat the ultimatum with 
respect ro Gorazde is the 
appropriate way to do 
that," Mr. Perry said. 

In a letter to the U.N. 
Security Council, Bosnian 
Foreign Minister 
Muhamed Sacirbey said 
the attacks by rebel Serbs 
in Bosnia and Croatia on 
the Bihac territory con- 
tinued despite Croatian 
Serbs pledging to with- 
draw. 

“Despite the recent 
promises of the Croatian 
Serbs ... neither has there 
been a withdrawal nor has 
the humanitarian help 
been allowed to reach the 
completely encircled 
Bihac pocket," he said in 
the letter faxed to the 
Associated Press office in 
the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb on Tuesday. 

“Once again, we call 
upon the United Nations, 
and ... NATO, to meet 
their commitment to re- 
spond to the assault upon 
Bihac region and “safe 
area," Mr. Sacirbey 
wrote. 

He restated his govern- 
ment's request to Croatia 
to “assist in helping Bos- 
nia to repel the aggres- 
sion , relieve the huma- 
nitarian situation and lift 
the siege of Bihac.” 

Responding to a NATO 
request, the United Na- 
tions last week handed 
over the authority to call, 
allied warplanes into ac- 
tion to U.N. military com- 
manders. 

NATO hopes that will 
ensure airstrikes to pro- 
tect the surviving enclaves 
would not be delayed or 
scaled down by U.N. civi- 
lian officials. 

Among the difficulties 
facing military planners in 
Bihac are the enclave's 
proximity to Bosnia's 
frontier with Croatia and 
the an-ay of military 
forces involved in the 
fighting. 

Meanwhile, tbe 
.Croatia's government and 


breakaway Serbs agreed 
Tuesday to U.N.- 
brokered talks even as 
Croatian and Serb forces 
were on the move and 
fears rose of a return to 
full-scale war. 

Croatian government 
representatives wiH meet 
Croatian Serbs Thursday 
morning, something they 
agreed to on the urging of 
U.N. mediator Thorvald 
Stoltenberg, the interna- 
tional conference on for- 
mer Yugoslavia said in 
Geneva. 

The talks are aimed at 
preventing war from reig- 
niting in the former 
Yugoslav republic, but on 
Tuesday conflict already 
appeared to be spilling 
across Bosnia- 
Heizegovina into neigh- 
bouring Croatia, which 
has seen little fighting 
since a short but brutal 
war in 1991. 

Serb forces from Kra- 
jina, the 17 per cent of 
Croatia controlled .by 
separatist Serbs, shelled 
Gospic and Oiocac in 
southern Croatia Tuesday 
and caused "major mate- 
rial damage,” rhe Croa- 
tian defence ministry said. 

The United Nations has 
not confirmed the origin 
of the shelling or said 
whether there were any 
casualties but did report 
an air raid by Krajina 
Serbs against Croat posi- 
tions in southwest Bosnia. 

Croatian army and Bos- 
nian Croat forces have 
massed large numbers of 
troops around Gospic, ab- 
out 15 kilometres from 
Serb-controlled areas, the 
United Nations said ear- 
lier in the week. 

The troop concentra- 
tion border Krajina, in 
southwest Croatia. In an 
area formerly controlled 
by the United Nations, 
the two sides have placed 
cannons and artillery 
pieces in what looks like a 
.new frontline. 


Palestinians: Talks 
going in circles 


EILAT, Israel (R) — Palesti- 
nian peacemakers said on 
Tuesday negotiations with 
Israel on long-delayed army 
redeployment in the West 
Bank were going in circles 
with no prospect of a break- 
through. 

They said some delegates 
were growing so frustrated by 
the lack of progress on Tues- 
day. the thrid day of negotia- 
tions at a hotel in Israel’s Red 
Sea resort of Eilat, that they 
wanted to leave. 

"We are just going in cir- 
cles," said a Palestinian dele- 
gate, who declined to be 
identified. 

“There was no real prog- 
ress in the work of the secur- 
ity committee,” said another 
negotiator. 'The Israeli de- 
legation has come up with 
proposals on redeployment 
and security arrangements 
especially in Hebron which 
are not accepted by the 
Palestinian delegation.” 

Israel and the PLO have 
been trying to hammer out an 
accord on an Israeli army 
withdrawal from West Bank 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres and on elections for a 
governing council. 

Palestinians appeared opti- 
mistic on Monday, saying 
both sides had brought new 
proposals on sharing security 


duties. 

But they gave a break 
assessment on Tuesday, 
saying there were deep differ- 
ences on security responsibi- 
lities in areas of Arab villages 
and on the timetable for an 
Israeli army withdrawal. 

They said there were also 
disputes on building bypass 
roads that would give more 
than 100,000 Jewish settlers 
access to Israel without pas- 
sing through Arab areas. 

Palestinian negotiators said 
the Israeli side wanted to 
discuss side issues and leave 
the main points to a possible 
future meeting between 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat. 

An Israeli official close to 
the talks told Reuters before 
teams resumed meetings on 
Tuesday that negotiations 
were going on round the 
clock. "There is an atmos- 
phere of marathon and good- 
will,” said the Israeli. 

Talks were suspended for 
six days last week following 
an Islamic suicide bombing 
near Tel Aviv. Delegates had 
earlier said there were 19 
points of contention, includ- 
ing security arrangements, 
control of West Bank water 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rabin warns settlers 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Jewish settlers pledged to 
fight on against the spread of 
Palestinian self-rule despite a 
stern warning from Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin after 
troops dispersed protestors 
Tuesday for the second day 
running. 

“The struggle will go on,” : 
vowed Aharon Domb, 
spokesman for the settlers’ 
council. "We will be back. We 
are determined to fight for 
our cause. 

“There will be no accord 
with the PLO as long as we 
are opposed to it.” 

About 1,000 police and sol- 
diers, including paratroopers, 
dragged scores of men, 
women and children off a 
"strategic" site they had ille- 
gally occupied overlooking 
the settlement of Beit El. 

“Nazis, Nazis," one man 
yelled at soldiers carrying 
him away to waiting buses. 
“You are allied with the 
Arabs." 

Nearly 100 protestors were 
briefly detained and three 
settlers went ro hospital with 
minor injuries. 

It was the second such op- 
eration on the West Bank in 
two days, after security forces 
battled hundreds of Israelis 
on another hill-top near the 
colony of Efrat on Monday. 

Further confrontations 
looked inevitable as Mr. 
Rabin warned the 1 30.000 
settlers they would not be 
spared the full force of the 
law. 


"The government will en- 
force the law and reserve the 
appropriate treatment for 
those who carry out ridicu- 
lous and provocative acts,” 
he said during a tour of Jor- 
dan Valley settlements. 

He was heckled regularly. 
“Shut up," Mr. Rabin 
shouted back at one man. 
“You can shout all you like, 
the people support and will 
continue to support peace." 

The prime minister opened 
a $1 0-million road which 
allows Israelis to keep out of 
the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho when they travel 
through the Jordan Valley. 

Israel intends to build 130 
kilometres of new reads to 
enable West Bank settlers to 
avoid Arab towns which are 
due ro become autonomous. 

Troops tore down the set- 
tlers’ tents and makeshift 
huts off Artis hill, north of 
Jerusalem, and dragged and 
carried away settlers, some 
wrapped in prayer shawls. 
Many immediately returned 
to the top. By midday, troops 
had cleared the hill and sur- 
rounded it with troops to 
prevent settlers from return- 
ing. 

Police detained about 100 
settlers but later let them go 
when their bus, its tires punc- 
tured, became stuck. 

On Monday, police said 
213 settlers were arrested and 
more than 600 evacuated 
Monday on Dagan hill. 20 
kilometres south of Jeru- 
salem. 


Scientists solve 
Aspirin headache 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
After decades of head- 
scratching to find out how 
Aspirin provides the body 
with blissful relief, resear- 
chers have finally solved 
the mystery. 

In a recently published 
report researchers at the 
University of, Chicago said 
that Aspirin’s effect on the 
organism Was to block the 
production of prostaglan- 
dins, the fatty adds that 
cause fever, headaches and 
inflammation. 

When people get the flu 
or pull a muscle, the body 
reacts by triggering the 
synthase of two enzymes 
called prostaglandin HI 
(P.GHS-1) and prostaglan- 
din H2 (PGHS-2) to pro- 
duce the harmful prostag- 
landin adds. 

The prostaglandin HI 
and H2 ensymes are 
crystal-shaped with hollow 
cylinder or tunnel that runs 
through their middle. 

The tunnel channels raw 
materials to the heart of the 


enzyme and there they are 
turned into prostaglandins. 

Researchers discovered 
that Aspirin essentially 
blocked the ensymes* tun- 
nel, by attaching itself to is 
sides, dogging the route 
that raw materials followed 
to the enzyme’s centre. 

Positive applications 
could follow from the dis- 
covery. 

Researchers were aware 
that the PGHS-1 enzyme 
had positive effects on the 
body such as protecting the 
stomach and was more be- 
nign than the PGHS-2 en- 
zyme in its side effects. 

With their understanding 
of the tunnel, they were 
able to discover that while 
Aspirin blocked the pro- 
duction of the more benign 
PGHS-1 enzyme complete- 
ly, it blocked the produc- 
tion of the PGHS-2 only 
partially. 

A reversal of these re- 
sults would serve to elimin- 
ate the risk of stomach 
ulcers. 
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Iraq says army 
can defend Arabs 


Baghdad (afp) — Iraq, 

on the eve of the fifth 
anniversary of the invasion of 
Kuwait, said Tuesday its 
army had the means to de- 
fend itself and other Arab 
countries. 

The army “remains and 
will remain the largest force 
of dissuasion and Arab de- 
fence,” the official A1 
Jumhouriya newspaper said. 

“The Iraqi army has the 
material means as well as the 
morale and determination 
needed to defend Iraq’s inde- 
pendence and sovereignty in 
any circumstances," 
Jumhouriya said. 

Iraq reported Monday that 
it had repaired much of the 
military equipment which 
was damaged in the 1991 
Gulf War to free Kuwait, 
seven months after Saddam 
Hussein's forces invaded it on 
Aug. 2, 1990. 

Iraq has said several times 
Ulat its army was as powerful 
as ever. 

In January a senior military 
official said Iraqi troops rank- 
ed fourth in the world after 
those of the United States. - 
Russia and China, but gave 
no details on the number of 
troops or equipment it had. 

Iraq has an army of 

382.000 men supported by 

650.000 reservists, 20,000 
border guards and 4,800 mili- 
tiamen, according to figures 
. published by the Internation- 
al Institute of Strategic Stu- 
dies in London. 

Its army is equipped with 
23X)' tanks and armoured 
Vehicles. 2,000 troops trans- 
porters, 1,500 long-range 
heavy artillery pieces, and 
230 helicopters, according to 
the institute. It said the air 
force had six bombers, 130 
ground attack aircraft and. 
180 fighters. 

Jane's Intelligence Review 
said in February that Iraq 
remained a “potent threat to 
ks neighbours" despite hav- 
ing lost two-thirds of its troop 
strength and half of its equip- 
ment in the Gulf War. 

. U.N. sanctions have also 
deprived the army of spare 
puts, and U.N. disarmament 
teams have forced it to scrap 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Five years after it invaded 
Kuwait and was punished 
with crippling economic san tr- 
ims, Iraq is threatening a 
showdown unless the embar- 
go if lifted. 

It has given the U.N. dis- 
armament commission until 
the end of August to finish its 
work and then recomment in 
September a lifting of the 
sanctions or face a withdraw- 
al of Baghdad's cooperation. 

The Iraqi government has 
warned its people to be pre- 
pared for “showdown” while 
announcing it has repaired 
tanks, artillery and helicop- 
ters which were damaged in 


the 1991 Gulf War, when a 
U.S.-led coalition drove it 
out of Kuwait. 

Jane's said in February that 
Iraq has given priority to 
rebuilding the elite Republi- 
can Guards after it lost as 
much as three-quarters of its 
troop strength and half its 
equipment during the war for 
Kuwait. 

Iraq sent two Republican 
Guard divisions toward 
Kuwait last October in what 
many feared would be a re- 
peat of the 1990 invasion, but 
withdrew after Washington 
sent warplanes, ships and 
thousands of troops in the 
region. , 

Since 1 the Jane’s report 
came out. Iraq has 
announced a campaign to re- 
pair more damaged military 
equipment and . reported 
Monday that it had repaired 
more than 1,000 items. 

Besides the U.S.-led offen- 
sive to liberate Kuwait, the 
Iraqi miulitary had also been 
weakened by the sanctions 
whch deprive it of spare parts 
and by U.N. teams which 
have disarmed it of weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Rolf Ekeus, the head of 
the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) to disarm Iraq, 
said Baghdad had little 
choice but to cooperate with 
the United Nations when Ira- 
qi officials first started thre- 
atening to withhold coopera- 
tion in June. 

The UNSCOM chairman is 
due in Baghdad Friday to 
determine whether Iraq has 
fulfilled a promise to provide 
a hill and final report on its 
germ warfare programme. 
He wants Baghdad to 
account for 17 tonnes of 
growth media which could be 
used to make botulim and 
anthrax. 

Mr. Ekeus said the germ 
warfare issue was the sole 
main obstacle to a lifting of 
the sanctions. U.N. resolu- 
tions ending the Gulf War 
require a lifting of the oil 
embargo once Iraq has eli- 
minated all its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

But Mr. Ekeus has also 
said the five permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council — the United States, 
Britain. France, Russia and 
China — will have the final 
word on the sanctions. 

The United States — sup-, 
ported by Britain — has 
taken a hard line, urging Iraq 
to comply not only with 
weapons resolutions but also 
release Kuwaiti prisoners and 
respect human rights before 
the emabrgo is lifted. 

Iraqi opposition mem- 
bers said Saddam was trying 
to improve his human rights 
image in hopes of a lifting of 
sanctions when he declared a 
general amnesty for his oppo- 
nents Sunday. It was the 
second amnesty in 10 days. 


Iran stops critical weekly 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian au- 
thorities have stopped the 
publication of a radical Isla- 
mic weekly known for expos- 
ing corruption in high places, 
a member of the magazine's 
naff said. 

“We have only received a 
copy of a fax sent by the 
Minorities to our printing 
House telling them not to 
print our paper,” a member 
of the staff of Payam-E- 


Daneshjoo (Student’s Mes- 
sage), who did not give his 
name, told Reuters By tele- 


phone from Tehran. 

The fax said the decision 
was taken by the Press Re- 
view Board because of unspe- 
cified “press violations,” he 
added. 

“We have not heard any- 
thing official yet, but I think 


they have stopped us for 
good this time and for foe 
same reason as four months 
ago," he said. 

He was referring to a court 
ordering police in April to 
seize an issue of the paper for 
carrying accusations of cor- 
ruption against the head of 
Iran’s largest economic con- 
glomerate. 

Payam-E Daneshjoo has 
published a series of articles 
suggesting that Mohsen Rafi- 
qdoust, the head of the 
Bonyad-E Mostazafan Va 
Janbazan (Foundation for the 
Deprived and War Disabled) 
may have been involved in a 
big bank fraud. 

Mr. Rafiqdoust has denied 
involvement in the case in 
which his brother is a defen- 
dant. 



NEW BORDER CROSSING: Turkish Prime Minister 
Taxtsu Cflkr, Turkish President Suleyman DemireJ and 
Georgian President Edward Shevardnadze (from left to 


right) wave to the public during a ceremony for a newly 
opened border-crossing between Turkey and Georgia (AFP 
photo) 


Eritrea tries the path of self-reliance 


MASSAWA. Eritrea 
(AP) — A tiny, antique 
diesel locomotive slows 
and passengers clamber 
aboard the wooden ben- 
ches of two weathered, 
open-air cars. 

Eritrea's railway looks 
like a toy and doesn't yet 
go as far as a marathoner 
can run in a few hours. 

But to Eritreans, the 
narrow gauge railway is as 
big a deal as the transcon- 
tinental railroad was to 
Americans. For a country 
scarred by 30 years of 
war. it is a symbol in cold 
steel of freedom, resolve 
and self-reliance. 

Since -winning inde- 
pendence from Ethiopia 
in 1991, Eritreans, have 
turned their energies in- 
ward to build self- 
sufficiency. rejecting any 
outside help that does not 
move them toward that 
goal. 

It is a daring strategy 
for Africa's newest na- 
tion. Average annual in- 
come in Eritrea is less 
than $150 a person, and 
two-thirds of its people 
need food aid. But by 
using donated food to pay 
people to build the rail-; 
.road. and other projects,- 
the- government is trying, 
to end reliance on foreign 
help as fast as it can. 

“We have the capacity 
for self-sufficiency,” Pres- 
ident Isaias Afewerki said 
in an interview. "We 
don't believe aid can solve 
our problems.” 

On his desk is a photo- 
graph of Eritrea's tiny 
railroad. 

Italian engineers esti- 
mated it would cost at 
least $500 million to carve 
a railroad through the 
barren mountains be- 
tween the capital. 
Asmara, and Massawa. a 
port on the Red Sea. 

Eritrea could not afford 
that, and was determined 
not to join the beggar 
nations whose futures are 
mortgaged to aid and 
loans and forced to sur- 
vive on more charity. 

So Eritreans derided to 
rebuild their railroad with 
their own labour and 
scavenged parts. 

First built by Italians, 
the railroad stopped run- 
ning in 1974. Its rails were 
cannibalised for other 
uses during the long war 
to break away from 
Ethiopia. 

Today, hundreds of 
workers armed with picks 
and shovels have ex- 



tended the railroad 30 
kilometres (19 miles) in- • 
land from Massawa. They 
collect rails from around 
the country and dig their 
own gravel for roadbeds., f 

The government cannot '• 
provide < a ' precise figure . . 
‘on "What tire; railroad haiS'." 1 
cost so far because of the 
nature of the project. 

But it says it has used 
about 30 per cent of 
foreign food aid to pay for 
such food-for-work pro- 
jects, and hopes to in- 
crease that to 50 per cent 
or even 60 per cent this 
year. 

For now. the train car- 
ries passengers about 4 
kilometres (2W miles) 
from the outskirts of Mas- 
sawa to the port. Tickets 
cost .25 birr (about 4 
cents). The builders ex- 
pect to complete the next 
75 kilometres (47 miles) 
to Asmara in 18 months. 

"I'll bet this railway can 
go another 300 kilometres 
(188 miles) without any 
foreign experts." said Dr. 
Nerayo Teklemichael. 
director of the Eritrean 
Relief and Rehabilitation 
Agency. "Many people 
have a strong attachment 
to this railroad." 

Eritrea is following a 
new road on the world's 
poorest continent, a direc- 
tion deemed too rugged 
by many African neigh- 
bours. 

"Handouts have 
brought nothing to Africa 
but disaster." said Saleh 
Meky. the U.S. -educated 


minister of marine re- 
sources. 

Eritrea shuns aid and 
development projects that 
it believes will not help 
. .make i.ts.3 mil lion, pcqple 
’ ! self-reliant. p . 

- '-Farming -supports - 80 
: per' cehT oT .tbc P9§¥ la_ 
• 'tion. accounts for 50 per 
. cent of the economy and 
70 per cent of exports. 
But only about one- 
quarter of the country is 
suitable for farming, and 
just 10 per cent of that 
land is cultivated. 

So the former rebel 
leaders who run Eritrea 
are using food aid to pay 
people to build dams, re- 
pair roads and terrace 
barren mountainsides for 
farming. 

"The effective use of 
aid is to free society from 
any dependence on out- 
side sources." said Mr. 
Isaias. "If aid is sustain- 
able. then life is not sus- 
tainable. development is 
not sustainable." 

Every summer, all of 
Eritrea's thousands of 
high school students are 
required to spend two 
months planting trees or 
terracing mountainsides.. 
In exchange, they get 
food and pocket money. 

Mr. Salehs Ministry of 
Marine Resources is once 
again exploiting Eritrea's 
fishing areas, virtually un- 
touched during the war. 
to feed the people and 
earn badly needed foreign 
exchange. 

Ministry trucks travel 


fjom neighbourhood to 
neighbourhood selling 
fish in an attempt to 
change the diet of Erit- 
reans and reduce food im- 
ports. 

Mr. Saleh's ministry has 
accepted only aid that will 
help determine the sus- 
tainable fish catch from its 
waters, build processing 
plants and make ice for 
fishing boats. 

Alongside a pier in 
Massawa. Eritreans are 
painstakingly building 
new boats and repairing 
their old brightly coloured 
fishing dhows. 

"We have done many 
things ourselves.” said 
Nerayo. "During the war. 
we used to put American 
spare parts on Russian 
cars. We called them vod- 
ka cola.” 

Eritrea's long war .for 
independence hammered 
home the lesson of self- 
reliance. Without outside 
help, the Eritreans fought 
Africa's largest army, a 
military machine driven 
by S7 billion in Soviet aid. 

Eritreans carved factor-, 
ies into mountainsides to 
npake weapons and medi- 
cines. They learned to-ire- 
' pair- damaged'- and'-atran- ; 
'doned tShks. They' eyed 
used rails from the railway 
they are now rebuilding to 
reinforce bunkers. 

“Even in the darkest 
moments, we really be- 
lieved we had to be self- 
reliant.” said Nerayo. a 
surgeon on the front lines 
during the war. 

On a continent often 
divided along ethnic lines, 
the war also brought unity 
to this country of nine 
ethnic groups, each with 
its own language, and to a 
population almost evenly 
divided between Christ- 
ians and Muslims. 

Mr. Isaias says Eritrea 
is drafting a constitution 
that will bring multi-party 
elections in 1997 and 
guarantee social justice 
and freedom of express- 
ion and religion. 

The president accuses 
the radical Islamic regime 
in Sudan, the giant neigh- 
bour to the west, of trying 
to export its revolution to 
Eritrea. He says that is 
doomed to fail. 

"There are dissatisfied 
people here. But they are 
not being recruited by 
radical Muslim groups." 
Mr. Isaias said. "Islam 
and Christianity have 
lived here together for 

1.000 years." 


News IN BRIEF 

Hundreds evacuated from Sudan 

KHARTOUM (R) - 

S hid ; several MU £«£ 
rounded their houses. The level 

erect embankments around the n . P nart* of 

a?t 

FaHier this year the capital suffered long power cuts 
SSSe of lackof rain. But the government t netwpaper Al 
Ineaz Al Watani (National Salvation) said Tuesday Khar- 
loum residents were now going without power for up to sot 
hours a day because of too much ram. 

3 die in Beirut apartment collapse 

RFIRUT (AFP) — Three Syrian construction workers! 
were killed and seven others were injured Monday when aft 
apartment block collapsed in Beirut's old downtownr 
Lebanese police said. The workers were tearing down a 
building as part of reconstruction of Lebanon s shattered 
capital after the 1975-90 civil war, the police said. It was the 
second such incident in less than two months: five Synan^ 
workers died and 12 others were kinjured when part of the 
Hotel Coral Beach collapsed in Beirut on June 9. More, 
than 500,000 Syrians, mostly agricultural and construction 
workers, are believed to be living in Lebanon. 

Afghan refugees plucked from the sea 

OSLO (R) — A Norwegian freighter plucked. 71 Afghan 
refugees from four rubber rafts found floating in the Baltic 
Sea “early Tuesday, officials said. The refugees — men, 
women and children — were discovered at about 1 a.m.- 
(2300 GMT) northeast of the German island of Ruegen in 
the southern part of the Baltic Sea, Danish Sea Rescue 
officials were quoted as saying by Norway’s NTS news 
agency. Brunbjoem Bu. skipper of the Norwegian freighter 
Dana'Baltica, told Norwegian radio the refugees appered 
to have been at sea for some time but would not speak 
about their ordeal. “Some of them are pretty exhausted,” 
he said, “t presume they have been travelling far to get 
here.” The Danish officials said it was not known who was 
responsible for puttign the refugees in the rafts,_NTB said. • 
They identified the refugees as Afghan. NTB said. Ingvard 
Havnen, spokesman for the Norwegian Foreign Ministry, 
said: “What is important now is that their status is 
clarified.” "If they claim to be political refugees then this . 
issue has to be taken up with the U.N. High Commission 
for Refogees." Mr. Havnen told Norwegian radio. 

Algerian arrested in Germany 

BONN (AP) — Authorities have arrested an Algerian 
militant for smuggling automatic rifles to Islamic militants 
in his homeland, the federal prosecutor said Tuesday. The 
29-year-old Algerian, identified as Naser Edine H-. was’ 
arrested on July 28 in Leipzig, in eastern Germany. He was 
being held on suspicion of violating weapons laws. The man - 
had been purchasing souvenir Kalashnikov rifles in Hun- 
gary. refitting them to full automatic and delivering die 
guns to sources in France who smuggled them - over. 
Morocco to Algeria for the Islamic Salvation Front, 
prosecutor Rolf Hannich said. More than -30,000 people' 
have died in political murders and fighting between the-: 
Islamic extremists and Algerian troops sjnce_the^ 

1992 cancelled legislative ejections the - ^indflment^Usjs-- 
appeared set to win.' 'f . _ 

Turkish farmer jailed for Insulting <aocT^ , 

ANKARA (AFP) — In a twist of events spread out over 


two years, a farmer in central Turkey got a six-month jail 
sentence for "insulting God,” official sources said Tuesday.' 
In 1993. a civil court accused a farmer in the town of Eregli,- 


near Konya, of blaspheming God in a fight with friends. It 
condemned him to six months in jail, and. the equivalent of 
a 13.5 fine. An appeals court overturned the sentence, 
butits ruling was recently cancelled by a higher appeals;- 
court, reconfirming the fanner's original punishment. , • 

Locust threaten crops in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (R) — Swarms of desert locusts have 
appeared in the agricultural provinces of western Sudan 
and could threaten crops there, a Sudanese newspaper 
reported Tuesday. Al Rai AI Akhir paper said locusts had " 
been seen in the provinces of Sodari, in northern Kordofan 
state and in Darfur. They had appeared on the borders with 
Chad and swarms had also been seen flying westwards over 
Khartoum, it added. 

2 bombs explode in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Two bombs exploded in a shopping 
centre and at a bank teller causing damage to buildings, the . 
Anatolia News Agency said. No injuries were reported. 
One bomb went off in a shopping centre of the downtown 
business districts of Taksim late evening, shattering win- 
dows nearby stores. Anatolia said. Unknown assailants 
hurled a bomb at a Yapi Kredi Bank teller in the business; 
district of Aksaray causing damage to buildings in the area, 
the agency said. Bank tellers have been the target of bomb 
attacks ewer the last three weeks. About 14 banks have 
•suffered attacks this month. There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the attacks, but various terrorist ‘ 
groups, including Kurdish separatists, leftist extremists and 
Muslim militants, have been active for years in this citv of 
12 million people. 3 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 77 JIII-IV 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Problem Child 

14^30 Super Cham p-> 

15:00 Tomorrow's World 

I&3Q Amazing Stories 

16:00 Families 

17:00 

Children's Programme — Spiro u 
17i30 ... Telefilm — Ncsior Burma 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

I9J0 News Headlines 

1*35 

Arthur Clarkc'sk Mysterious Uni* 
verse 

JftOO Anything fora Laugh 

3h3Q The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:15 Blood and Belonging 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Prism 

22:45 

Drama — Blue Skies (Part Tl ) 
23:30 

-Not a Penny More. Noi a Penny 
Less (Part III) 

PRAYER TIMES 


Assemblies oT God Church, Td. 

6327K5 

Si. Joseph Church Td. 62459(1. 
Church oT the Annunciation Tel. 
637440 . 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 
TtmuancU Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 63CW51. Td. 
b2K54j. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

77520 1 . 

Sr. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
65252b. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
X24?2X. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 6K4195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. ti54*)32 
Church of NazartfW Tcl.6756WI. 
The Evarigdknl Local Church in 
Amman 
Td. HI 1295 

WEATHER 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 2# :42 

Deserts 2ii / 41) 

Jordan Valiev 26/41 

Yesterday’s high temperature*-: 
Amman '35 Aqaba 40. Humidity 
readings: Amman 22 per com. 
Aqaha 20 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaxi-Ahu Sheikha 752405 

Dr. Walid AJ Masri 6K54X5 

Or. Yousef Rasbcd HV6301 

Dr. ShtaiiM Ahu Zahid 737V62 

Firas pharmacy tih|ui2 

Fcrduws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascmu pharmacy 6371155 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal.im nharmjcv 63673d 


•4:1*; 


Rulldm -upriud hi the Depart- 

.s'nrrcr.;'iu .'Kt;n:.n". 
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(Sunn-cl Duh.i 

men! i ■' ■ fi-ii •(> >/■ *ji . 

Nai6*.islj p!s.i'T."." 

1 I'llT 

12:42 

Dhuhr 

Hot e . f -.I'liJtlmR* 'S ill prc« 

Vipi'pii.. 


UJ2 

I9t38 

21:06 

Maghreb 

lail *:6 lvr-p^raturt> 4-5 d-.-^ree- 
CcL:u> aht»»e jver.ige ami aiwk 

IREiD: 

Dr. All Al Oman 

. . 272032 



it will be warm with winds noriher- 

Al Ouik pharmacy 

t— ) 


CHURCHES 

SI. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffleh. Td. 810740 


ly moderate and seas calm. 
MinJMax. icmp. 

Amman 22/36 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahin W571tl 

Khali [ch pharmacy 9854 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 ( 1 

Civil Defence Department (*>1111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63H.U 1 

Civil Defence Emergency pm 

Rescue Police 192.6211 II. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617HH 

Blond Bank 775121 

Highwuv Police S434U2 

Traffic Police HW.Wtl 

Public Security Department . . 6.11132 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and- Sewerage 

Complaints K974o7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7jf7| 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623 101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66) |0| 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

W.Ul' ■«riilhin:v 6W)ICM 

lot ' i” : - . Vithorit* 


t.'. t; ’.i:.. 6Vi3SI 

RJ Right Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia lntl. Airport 08-5321)0 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cent rc K 138 13/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

64428 1/6 

Akifch Malcrnitv. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

J.ihal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malh-as.J. Amraun 6361411 

Palestine. Shmcisam 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 66V131. 

University Hospital N45H45 

Al-Muasltcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6' 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army.SMurk* WI61I/I5 

Oucen Alia Hospital .... 602240*50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 8631 W 

ZARQA: 

Zarq.iGnvi. Hospital ((NJUK332J 
Zarq.i National Hospital 

- (09)40056(1 

IhflSinu Hospital (091986732 

Al Htkma Modem Hospital (09IWHW0 
ffiBHk 

Primes* Burnt Hospital .... (M21I75555 
( lives LalhiiTic Hn-.pii.il flOJ 72275 

11-11 »i*».lh.Cv)iir\p|.il 

ViyVM: 

hmcess Hava Hospital . ... (1)3)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Thh infurmjlinn h supplied fry 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inlormatkm 
department nr the Queen Aha In- 
ternational Airport Td. f«W/.5.12UfA 
5. where ir should ulwan fre veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

W:O0 Damascus (RJ) 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

10:00 Dubai. Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:10 Lanua(RJ) 

Hk50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ ) 

16:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

18:20 ; Paris (RJ) 

18:25. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:00 Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

I9-J0 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:30 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:45 Rome (RJ) 

00:30 Beirut (KJ) 

01:20 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

10:50 ... Karachi. Ahu Dhabi (PK) 

11:30 Jeddah (SV) 

1*15 .Cairo (MS) 

13*40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

17:45 London. Beirut (BA) 

18:30 Athens (PK) 


18:35 Aniulvj(TK) 

20 ; 2° Algiers (AH) 

Duhai(EK) 

2»:«0 Beirut iME) 

Sanaa ( I Y) 

LarnacafCY) 

23^0 .... .......... Amsterdam (KL) 

“’^O Athens (OA) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Madrid (RJ) 

„ •••••• • R*imc|Rj) 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:50.. . Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ] 

Istanbul (RJ | 

Colombo (RJ) 

“E'® Aqaha. Cairo ( RJ » 

- Beirut (RJ] 

5 kiyjJh (Rj] 

„ New Delhi (RJ) 

Aden(RJ) 

Calcutta. Bangkok ( RJ ) 

Duhoi. Muscat t Rj) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut (ME) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Doha. Muvaf (OF) 

19:30 ... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

ITlS AntuKa(TK) 

MS .-OuhaUEK, 

Sanaa |IY» 

Snunquh(AHj 


London (BA) 

S'!" Amsterdam (KLX 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman ... fcOMa.m. every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5.DI1 p.m. wer, MomfaV 
Oep. Damascus 7:30 am every Sunday ' 
ait. Amman .... ?:in p.m. every Sunday 

market PRICES : 

lippernowcr price in fils per kg. - 

Banana (Mukammarl 620 

gS* 0 120/ 611 

Cauliflower 2«i / 1W> 

Cucumbers (large) 150 / 1(10 

Ee^[ nb f ^ 2S1 / 1X0 

‘ttVSOO 

360/260 

* 3 . 7 S 

aar? 

Okra 130/ W 

Onion i'll**; 

Potato* SWCttl * 160/100 

fer*" 300 / 2110 

water 


4 Morocc 


' Perfor 
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Sudan, Jordan sign agreement to 
cooperate in police, security affairs 
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* AMMAN (J.T.) - Jordan 
and Sudan Tuesday signed 
an agreement paving the 
ground for cooperation in 
police and security affairs . 

The agreement, which 
was signed by Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hamm ad 
and bis Sudanese counter- 
part, Tayeb Ibrahim Kheir. 
also provides for an 
exchange of expertise in 
matters pertaining to police 
women, training of 
Sudanese cadres employed 
in security and police work 
and \he interior ministries 


and the exchange of exper- 
tise in civil defence matters. 

Mr. Kheir also Tuesday 
was received by Prime Min- 
ister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and said after the meeting 
that their discussions cov- 
ered the cooperative 
prospects between the interi- 
or ministries in both coun- 
tries. 

Sharif Zeid has asserted 
the need for combined 
efforts in matters of com- 
mon interest to be conducted 
through the interior min- 
istries and police forces in 


the two countries in order to 
help Sudan develop its secu- 
rity services. 

The prime minister has 
said Jordan is willing to 
offer .Jordanian expertise to 
Sudan in these matters, said 
Mr. Kheir. 


The Sudanese minister 
also said that his country 
was counting on Jordan for 
assistance in the held of 
security and was hoping to 
obtain Jordanian training for 
its police force and security 
personnel. 


Information officials, PNA representative 
review progress in planned cooperation 
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Amman (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Informa- 
tion Minister Khalid Karaki 
-Tuesday discussed with 
Yasser" Abed Rabbo, the 
officer in charge of informa- 
tion in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
scopes of bilateral coopera- 
tion in information fields. 

In a statement following 
the meeting, Dr. Karaki said 
that the meeting falls within 
e context of ongoing con- 
’uitatioQ and coordination 
between both countries. 

On the progress made in 
information cooperation 
between Jordan and the 
PNA, Dr Karaki said the two 
sides have gone far beyond 
the stage of coordination 
and the signing of agree- 
ments and protocols. 

He said a cultural informa- 
tion agreement between 
both sides has already been 
concluded, and that both 
parties are intensifying* 
efforts to forge closer coop- 
eration between their news 



Minister of Information Khalid Karaki discusses cooper- 
ation with Palestinian National Authority official Yasser 
Abed Rabbo (Petra photo) 


agencies, radio and televi- 
sion corporations and press 
and publications depart- 
ments. Dr. Karaki stressed 
that Jordan will provide 
every possible support to the 


Palestinians, -particularly in 
the field of advanced tech- 
nology to enable them to 
relay the Palestinian nation- 
al message to the entire Arab 
nation. 
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* Eugene Ballet Company of USA at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, 8 - 30 p.m. 

5 

* Pianist Alberto Pomaranz of Italy at Mount 
Nebo at 7:00 pjn- 


* "The Railway Children" at the British 
Council at 7:00 pan. 


* Performance by Jugnu Group at the Forum 
(7:00 p.m.-9:00p.m.) 


EXHIBITIONS 


• Lunica Folklore Group of Slo\’akia at the 
Sound and Light Theatre at 9:00 p.m. 


* Handicrafts and souvenirs at the Amman 
Citadel (9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 


* Performance by Al Andalus De Cadiz of 
Spain at the South Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 


* Abstract art by Randa Qassis at the Royal 
Culutal Centre 


* Poetry recital by Haidar Mahmoud, Farouq 
Shoushah, Mohammad Al Abdullah, Aii Al 
Shalah, Ahmad Al Musleh, and Mohammad 
Zaher at Darat Al Funun, (7:00-9:00 pan.) 


“ Exhibition of Palestinian products 95 at the 
Universal Expo Centre, University Road. 


* Display of Palestinian heritage at the Pro- 
fessional Associations Complex. 


Puppet show for children entitled "The 
Children of the Village" at the Sound and 
Light Theatre at 7:45 pm. 


* Paintings and ceramics by Arab artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Uirun Utheina. 


Moroccan play at Artimes Steps at 9:00 
p.m. 


* Paintings by Adrian Yahyah at Darat Al 
Funun. 


s.1. 
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* Performance by several Jordanian groups „ E X ^-bition demonstrating the development 

at the Forum (6:30 -9:00 p.m.) of cinema over the past century at the French 

Cultural Centre. 

* Egyptian circus t the Forum at 9:30 p.m. 
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Crown Prince opens comm un ity youth club 

Key to community understanding is moderation — Prince Hassan 





His Royal Highness Grown Prince Hassan Monday evening receives a shield from Her Royal Highness Princess Rahma 
at the inauguration of the Builders of the Future Youth Club in Amman, of which the Princess is president (Petra 
photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal , Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Monday 
evening inaugurated ibe 
Builders of the Future Youth 
Club, a club that encourages 
young Jordanians to become 
involved in urban develop- 
ment schemes and commu- 
nity projects. 

At the ceremony attended 
by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rahma, the club's 
president, Prince Hassan 
called on Jordanian youths 
to assume the initiative in 
die construction and devel- 
opment of their country by 
being prepared to handle the 
problems of the coming 
decade and setting a good 
example for others in the 
Arab region. . 

The Crown Prince stressed 
the importance of good com- 
munication between young 
people and other members 
of the community and that a 
key (o the success of such 
understanding is tolerance 
and moderation. 

The club’s vice-president, 
Abdullah Bashir, said club 
activities include the collec- 
tion of donations for fami- 
lies in need, assistance to 
senior citizens and active 
participation in collecting 
contributions for the 
Hashemite Charity Organi- 


sation which channels aid to 
victims of war and natural 
disasters. 

The Crown Prince was 


presented with the club s 
shield by Princess Rahma. 

According to Mr. Bashir, 
the club, which was origi- 


nally founded in 1994, aims 
to encourage the spirit of 
team work among young 
Jordanians and to build 


bridges of dialogue and 
understanding among the 
future generations of young 
Arabs. 


NEWS 

IN 

BRIEF 
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Holiday notice 

Amman (Petra) — All 
Ministries, government 
departments and public 
institutions will observe a 
two-day holiday on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
Aug. -9 and 10 to mark the 
Prophet''/ ‘ Mohammad’s 
birthday and the 43rd 
anniVereary of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
accession to the throne, 
which falls on Friday, 
Aug. 11. The holiday 
announcement was made 
through a communique 
issued by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 


Ministries 
asked to prepare 
reports 

Amman (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Tuesday requested 
all ministers to present 
reports about the projects 
carried out by their depart- 
ments as of the end of 
August 1995, along with 
reports on the projects 
their ministries are plan- 
ning to implement next 
year. In a circular to the 
various ministries, Sharif 
Zeid stressed that only pri- 
ority projects to be carried 
out next year should be 
mentioned in these 
reports, in order for them 
to be included in the 
Speech from the Throne, 
which His Majesty King 
Hussein will deliver at the 
opening of the third ordi- 
nary session of Parliament 
in November. 

PSD chief, Egyptian | 
team discuss drug 
problem 

Amman (Petra) Director 
General of the Public 
Security Department 
(PSD) Abdul Rahman 
Ad wan Tuesday received 
a visiting Egyptian dele- 
gation representing the 
Anti-Narcotics and Con- 
trol Department The two 
sides discussed the impor- 
tance of the exchange of 
visits and coordination in 
the control of the traffick- 
ing of illicit drugs 
between countries. Lieu- 
tenant General Adwan 
said that the unification of 
efforts and plans would 
contribute significantly to 
helping curb the smug- 
gling of contraband and 
the consequent problems 
of drug abuse in both 
countries and the region. 


Germany to finance agricultural, environmental projects 


AMMAN (Petra) - A total 
of JD17 J5 million to finance 
agricultural and industrial 
development projects in Jor- 
dan will be granted by Ger- 
many through the German 
Development Bank, accord- 
ing to two agreements 
signed in Amman Tuesday. 

Under the first agreement 
the German government # 
will give Jordan a JD15 mil- * 
lion soft loan to help finance 
agricultural projects by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

Under the second agree- 
ment Germany will give 
Jordan a ID 2J million 
grant to help the Industrial 
Development Bank finance 
environment projects 
through cooperative efforts 
with factories and compa- 
nies in Jordan. 

The two agreements were 
signed by Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf and Ger- 
man Ambassador to Jordan 
Heinrich Reiners. 



Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf and German Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich Rein- 
ers Tuesday sign two agreements whereby Germany will finance development projects 
in the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


Ministry official reviews 
foreign labour, measures 
with Egyptian attache 


Belgian trade fair 
names Jordan as 
6 guest of honour 9 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Labour Tuesday 
outlined to the Egyptian 
embassy in Amman a set of 
govern me ut measures taken 
last week concerning the 
employment of non-Jordani- 
ans in the Kingdom. 

Accbiding to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, at the 
briefing, given by ministry 
Secretary General Saleh 
Tarawneh to Egyptian 
Labour Attach^ Ahmad 
Munib, discussion also cov- 
ered the Jordanian-Egyptian 
labour agreement . 

The Cabinet ruled last 
week that non-Jordanians 
will not be employed in the 
medical and engineering 
professions, administrative, 
financial, and educational 
services, nor as vehicle dri- 
vers, guards, office messen- 
gers, or mechanics. It ruled, 
however, that non-Jordani- 
ans can be employed as 
unskilled construction 
workers . 

The cabinet also decided 
that governors will be 
empowered with new 
authorities to control the 
labour market in their gover- 
norates in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Labour. 

It entrusted a ministerial 
committee, which had rec- 
ommended the measures to 
the government, with fol- 
lowing up the implementa- 
tion of these rules. 

The committee groups the 
ministers of interior, agricul- 
ture, state, municipal and 
rural affairs, labour and 
administrative development. 

The meeting between Mr 
Tarawneh and Mr. ■ Munib 
coincided with a statement 
by Minister of Labour Nader 
Abu Sha’ar ro Petra in which 
he said that all non-Jordani- 


ans wishing to be emloyed 
in Jordan should submit a 
request for employment to 
the Minstry of Labour in 
advance of their arrival in 
Jordan and should thier 
work contracts, endorsed by 
the labour attaches in Jor- 
danian embassies abroad, to 
the ministry . 

Mr. Abu Sba’afs statement 
followed an interview with 
the Age nee France Presse 
published Tuesday in which 
he said that the Jordanian 
labour market was saturated 
and can take no more work- 
ers. He said that of all the 
non- Jordanian Arabs 

employed around the King- 
dom, only 42,000 held valid 
work permits. 

Independent sources esti- 
mated that 210,000 more for- 
eigners, mostly Egyptians, 
are working illegally in the 
country. 

Agence France Presse 
quoted officials as saying 
that nearly 1 ,000 Egyptians 
enter Jordan daily, in addi- 
tion to an unknown number 
of Syrians. 

The minister was quoted 
as saying thai the govern- 
ment would not resort “to 
collective deportation as for- 
eign labourers will be given 
a three-month grace period 
to adjust to regulations.” 

But all those caught with- 
out work permits after the 
deadline will be fined and 
immediately deported. Mr. 
Abu Sha’ar told the French 
news agency. 

In his statement to Petra 
Tuesday the minister said 
’that the rate of unemploy- 
ment among Jordanans was 
14 per cent out of the coun- 
try’s total workforce accord- 
ing to 1994 figures .. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has been chosen as the 
“guest of honour” at an 
international trade lair, to be 
held in Ghent, Belgium in 
September, according to an 
announcement Tuesday by 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Smadi. 

The Ghent fair, which is 
an annual event, usually 
selects one country as its 
guest of honour. 

Jordan's participation will 
include a display of the 
Kingdom's national manu- 
factured products for poten- 
tial entry into European 
markets. 

Dr. Smadi said that the fair 
is an opportunity for Jordan- 
ian manufacturers and busi- 
nessmen to find new mar- 
kets in Europe. 

Trade fairs are held often 
in the European countries, 
and Jordan is a frequent par- 
ticipant, Dr. Smadi added. 

Coming one month before 
the convening of the Middle 
East and North Africa 


(MENA) conference in 
Amman, the Ghent fair will 
provide potential European 
investors with information 
on the Jordanian market as a 
prelude to the MENA con- 
ference _ which is aimed at 
attracting foreign invest- 
ments, Dr. Smadi added. ' 

Apart from displaying 
national products, Jordan 
will provide information on 
tourism, culture and social 
life through posters, 
brochures and a one-day 
seminar, to be presented by 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb, said 
Dr. Smadi 

He said the minister will 
outline the aims of the- 
MENA conference in Octo- 
ber and will discuss new- 
incentives and investment 
laws for encouraging for-, 
eign investment in Jordan. 

Both the Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Industry and Trade 
and the Jordanian Business- 
men’s Association ( JBA) are 
taking active part in the 
Ghent fair. Dr. Smadi said. 


The Spanish Embassy in Amman 

has the pleasure to announce 
that within the activities of the 
Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts 

THE WORLD FAMOUS FLAMENCO DANCE 
26-MEMBER GROUP FROM CADIZ 

“AL-ANDALUS” 

will perform at the South Theatre / Jerash - 
August 1st and 2nd 1995 at 8:30 p.m. 
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Sri Lanka's Jaffna peninsula 
appeals urgently for food 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lanka's government 
agent for the embattled 
Northern Jaffna peninsula 
has said there was a “total 
depletion" of food for civi- 
lians and made an urgent 
appeal to Colombo for sup- 
plies to ensure their survival. 

His appeal, made in a 
letter seen by Reuters on 
Tuesday, called for “very ur- 
gent arrangements for the 
regular supply of food, medi- 
cine and other essential items 
with 1CRC (International 
Committee of the Red Cross) 
escort as in the past." 

The FCRC says it has been 
forced to suspend escorting 
government ships running sup- 
plies to the north until 
guarantees of security from 
both sides in the conflict are 
clarified. 

In a July 27 letter to Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga, Jaffna 'government agent 
K. Fnnanipalam said: 
“Under the existing grave 
situation related to 222,000 
families and with total deple- 
tion of food and essential 
items, providing the very 
basic needs to the population 
is causing me increasing 
alarm and insecurity.” . 

He also appealed to the 
government for "stabilised 
security” for the duration of 
school examinations which 
started Monday. 

The letter was also sent to 
army chief Genera] Gerry De 
Silva and Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Minister 
M.H.M. AshrafT. 

The armed forces last 
month launched Operation 
Leap Forward against the Li- 
beration of Tigers of Tamil 


Ed earn (LTTE) on the ‘Jaff- 
na peninsula. The govern- 
ment says more than 50,000 
people have been killed in 
the ethnic war since it started 
in 1983. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple fled the offensive. 

In a five-page report, Mr. 
Ponnampalam also said the 
civilian death toll from the 
bombing of the St. Peter's 
Church Welfare Centre at 
Navali was 112 and the total 
number of civilian deaths 
since the launch of the offen- 
sive was 234. He said 17414 
people had been wounded. 

The church complex bomb- 
ing, on the first day of Opera- 
tion Leap Forward on July 9, 
has been the most controver- 
sial incident of the offensive. 

Tamil rebels and the ICRC 
say it was bombed by the- air 
force. The military says it 
does not know who was re- 
sponsible for the attack but is 
investigating. 

The agent said there were 
80,902 displaced families and 
36,949 families had returned 
to their homes. 

He called for the resump- 
tion of monthly supplies of 

9.000 tonnes of food and 
essential supplies with ICRC 
escort. He also said 3,500 
metric tonnes of fertilisers 
was badly needed, as was 
money to pay compensation 
to families of the dead and to 
the wounded. 

It was not immediately 
clear how the figure of 

220.000 families facing a 
“grave situation" was calcu- 
lated. 

An ICRC spokesperson 
Tuesday said the suspension 
of escorts for food ships was 


expected to be lifted soon 
once the security situation 
had been clarified. 

The Sri Lankan army Tues- 
day began a fresh recruitment 
drive to beef up troops bat- 
tling Tamil Tiger guerrillas in 
the northeast, military offi- 
cials here said. 

“We are having a good 
response so far. We must 
have more men if we are to 
defend the country from ter- 
rorists,” a senior army officer 
said, referring to the rebel 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelem. 

However, he declined to 
say how many would be re- 
cruited or how many re- 
sponded to advertisements 
inviting applications. 

Military sources said the 
recruitment was aimed at fill- 
ing up vacancies following 
the desertion of some 25,000 
soldiers in the past 15 years. 
The army's current strength 
is put at 100,000 men. 

The Tamil Tigers have 
launched a fresh fund-raising 
campaign and promised to 
mm their J[affna stronghold 
into a graveyard for Sri Lank- 
an troops, a rebel paper and 
Tamil sources said Tuesday. 

The Liberation TigeTS of 
Tamil Eelam told Tamil civi- 
lians they were seeking 1 .000 
million rupees ($20 million) 
to boost their war effort 
against security forces, -the 
sources here said. 

The LTTE said it wanted 
to buy more surface-to-air 
missiles (SAMs) as a defence 
against aerial bombardments. 
Tigers have already downed^ 
two transport planes and a’ 
ground attack aircraft since 
firing the first missile in 


April. 

"They argue that the gov- 
ernment increased a defence 
levy recently but there is no 
s uch tax imposed by the 
LTTE on Tamils in Jaffna,” a 
Tamil source said. “Now they 
want Jaffna civilians to make 
contributions.” 

He said the LTTE always 
collected large amounts of 
money from Tamils abroad 
but now the campaign has 
been stepped up following 
the group’s pull out of a truce 
in April and the escalation of 
fighting in what is called 
Eelam War III. 

Tigers have been leading a 
protracted campaign for in- 
dependence and all previous 
political and military attemp- 
ts to resolve the conflict 
have ended in failure. More 
than 50,000 people have died 
in fighting since 1972. 

The Tigers have also prom- 
ised a blood bath if security 
forces launch another offen- 
sive against Jaffna, the sym- . 
bo) of Tamil separatism and 
the capital of a de facto state 
run by the guerrillas over 
the past five years. 

The latest issue of the 
LTTE's official paper, the 
Inside Report, received her 
Monday said that the army 
was gearing up for another 
offensive against Jaffna but 
warned that the guerrillas 
were prepared to meet the 
threat. 

“Jaffna will turn out to be 
the graveyard of Sinhalese 
soldiers if they launch 
another offensive and 
attempt to capture tenitoiy. 
We will fight for every inch of 
land and create hell for the 
enemy." 


Clinton 

unveils 

welfare 

reform 

plan 


BURLINGTON, Vermont 
(AFP) — President Bill Clin- 
ton unveiled his plan for re- 
vamping the behemoth U.S. 
welfare system, seeking to 
appease Republicans while 
painting himself as the cham- 
pion of the underprivileged. 

The president pitched his 
plan for getting people off 
welfare and into jobs to gov- 
ernors from the 50 states at a 
National Governors’ Asso- 
ciation meeting in the New 
England state of Vermont. 

Reforming the system has 
become the battle cry of both 
parties. 

Senate leader Bob Dole, 
the front-funner of nine 
Republicans seeking to oust 
Mr. Clinton next November, 
is leading the charge for his 
party which wants to wrest 
control from the federal gov- 
ernment and hand the reins 
over to the states. 

Mr. Clinton is arguing for 
less government meddling 
but contends that some is 
essentia] to protecting the 
most vulnerable citizens. 

The president^ making 
good on his campaign prom- 
ise to “end welfare as we 
know it," proposed a reform 
plan last year which was 
promptly rejected by Con- 
gress. 

In March, the Republican- 
controlled House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a bill which 
would halt benefits to unwed 
teenage mothers, legal im- 
migrants and any child bom 
.to a household already re- 
ceiving assistance. 

Democrats have slammed 
the plan as a bid to squeeze 
the needy in order to give tax 
breaks to the wealthy. 

“I think most Americans 
believe that while we should 
promote work and we should 
fight... out-of-wedlock pre- 
gnancy, It is a mistake to 
deny people benefits — chil- 
dren benefits — because their 
parents are underage and un- 
married,” said Mr. Clinton. 

The president announced a 
new series of reforms which 
would back food aid reci- 
pients from receiving their 
vouchers if they refuse to get 
jobs. 

Fewer than 10 per cent of 
the five million Americans on 
food stamps are employed 
and the plan is part of a 
“personal responsibility,” 
theme which Mr. Clinton- 
manufactured after the con- 
servatives defeated his party 
in the November legislative 
elections. 

Other measures aimed to 
please moderate Republicans 
are requiring fathers to pay 
child support. 


South Africa-U.S. ties 
strained over Iran, Cuba 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Post-apartheid South Africa’s 
relations with Washington 
are under strain over an oil 
storage deal with Iran, im- 
proving ties with Cuba and a 
shipment of frozen Chicken, 
officials and analysts said' 
Tuesday. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment has expressed dis- 
appointment over last 
month's deal between Pre- 
toria and Tehran that will 
see millions oFbarrels of Ira- 
nian oil stored on the cape 
west coast. 

South Africa's decision to 
send an ambassador to Cuba 
has been criticised by U.S. 
congressmen, including the 
House of Representatives In- 
ternational Relations Com- 
mittee Chairman Ben Gil- 
man. 


“Some sort of message is 
coming from the United 
States about those two issues- 
...from the South African 
side, the executive wants to 
show its constituency it is not 
singing the American tune.” 
said Sara Pienaar, national 
director of the South African 
Institute .!©f. International 
Affairs.. .. . . ; . , 

Raymond -Suttner. chair: 
man of parliament's Foreign 
Affairs Committee, said 
although relations between 
Pretoria and Washington re- 
mained good. South Africa 
believed the United States 
was applying undue pressure 
to influence its foreign policy. 

“The fact that the U.S. 
sees these iCuba and Iran) 
as enemies does not mean 
that they are enemies of 
South Africa," Mr. Suttner 
said. 


Czech-German tensions 
still high 50 years on 


PRAGUE (AFP) — Passions 
are running high in the Czech 
Republic over allegations of a 
deal with Germany to com- 
pensate for the expulsion of 
nearly three million Germans 
from Czechoslovakia 50 years 
ago after the end of world 
War n. 

They were thrown out after 
being stripped of their 
Czechoslovak nationality 
under a series of decrees 
issued by President Edvard 
Benes starting half a century 
ago this Wednesday. 

Decree Number 33 of Aug. 
2, 1945 said such people 
would otherwise have to 
prove they had been loyal to 
the republic, had themselves 
suffered under the Nazi 
occupation, and bad fought 
in the resistance movement. 
Under Decree 108, all Ger- 
man properties were seized 
by the state. 

The postwar government 
here was strongly influenced 
by memories of the 1938 
Munich Conference which 
was followed by Hitler’s 
annexation of the Sudetan- 
land in Czechoslovakia. 

According to German 
sources, 250,000 people 
perished in the precipitate 
deportation of 1945. Czech 
sources say fewer than 20,000 
of the Sudetenland Germans 
died in the enforced exodus. 

Last week the extreme 
rightwing Republican Party 
shook up Prague's usual mid- 
summer sluggishness- by cir- 
culating leaflets which 
asserted that the Czech and 
German governments were 
setting up compromise 
arrangements to pay damages 
to die descendants of the 
expelled Germans- and res- 
tore their Czech nationality. 

The allegations, dismissed 
by all local press commenta- 
tors as deliberate falsehoods, 
caused such an outcry that 
one of the party’s deputies, 


Jan Vik, one of the presumed 
authors of the tracts, had his 
parliamentary immunity 
lifted, the first time that step 
has been taken in the new 
Czech Republic. 

The party's ploy was seen 
as the opening shot in the 
campaign for the general 
election due early next year. 

Newspaper editorial had to 
admit h would be difficult to 
disprove there was no smoke 
without fire. The press has 
just published opinion polls 
showing that 52 per cent of 
Czechs think the expulsion of 
their former German fellow 
citizens was just. 

The Sudetenland Germans 
resettled mainly in Bavaria. 
Their representative associa- 
tion are pressing for abolition 
of the Benes Decrees, which 
would open the way to recov- 
ery of their goods. 

The Czechs for their part 
are still pushing for the same 
kind of compensation already 
paid out long ago in the other 
Eastern European countries 
occupied by Hitler’s Third 
Reich troops. 

A reluctant German gov- 
ernment has suggested the ' 
Czechs deal directly with the 
ex-Sudetenland associations, 
but Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus insists the 
whole question can only be 
discussed at government to 
government level. 

After the collapse of com- 
munism here in 1989, the new 
authorities began restoring 
goods and property to their 
owners which had been con- 
fiscated in Communist times. 
But they set a strict cutoff 
date of no restitution going 
■back to before 1948, .when 
the Communists took power. 

President Vadav Havel m g 
1990 condemned the mass 
expulsions of 50 years ago, 
saying be disagreed with no- 
tions of collective guilt just 
because the Sudetenlanders 
welcomed the annexation. 


Burmese 
junta 
accuses 
Suu Kyi 
of malice 


»HAiw~vnm#u aib vi 

day indirectly a 
San Suu Kyi 


RANGOON (AFP) — A 
state-owned newspaper Tues- 
accused Aung 
of bearing 
malice towards the military 
government in the first offi- 
cial reaction to her comments 
since her release from house 
arrest. 

f 

The article did not mention 
the Nobel Peace laureate by 
name, but referred to com- 
ments that were a “hindr- 
ance" to foreign assistance 
and were broadcast by the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration on July 15. 

The New Light of Myan- 
mar daily, in an article 
ostensibly written by U 
Phyoe. a former Buddhist 
monk turned laymen, said an 
attempt to dissuade other 
countries from helping Bur- 
ma was being made by one 
person within the country. 

The comments, uttered by 
“just one ordinary individual 
among the masses,” were 
motivated by malice, the 
newspaper article said, "de-- 
spite her usual rhetoric about 
forgiveness, unity and coop- 
eration.” 

The individual not only 
bore malice against the ruling 
military but was jealous and 
envious of its achievements, 
it said. 

"It is the 45 million people 
of Myanmar (Burma) who 
are going to directly benefit 
from such foreign assist- 
ance,” it said. 
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The People’s Liberation Army Second Artillery troops drffl in 
miss ile launching procedure in this photo released by China 
News Service under condition that the location was not 
revealed. China issued another stem warning on using nriUtary 
force against Taiwan, with Defence Minister Chi Haotiau 
vowing the army would “not sit Idle” If the bland' moved 
towards independence (AFP photo) 

Chinese military calls 
for obedience to Jiang 


BEIJING (Agencies) — 
General Liu Huaqing, Chi- 
na’s most senior military 
leader, Tuesday ordered the 
People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) to support Deng 
Xiaoping’s designated heir. 
President Jiang Zemin. 

“Oar army should be 
grided by the thought of 
ComradeDeng Xiaoping and 
act according to the directives 
of Chairman Jiang Zemin,” 
Gen. Liu wrote in a long 
article in the official People’s 
Daily. 

Liu is Vice chairman of the 

S >werful Central Military 
oramission, which Mr. 
Jiang, who is also Co mmunis t 
Party secretary - general , 
heads. His -article-' also 
appeared Tuesday'm the par- 
ty weekly. Outlook. 

“Our army must also apply 
die military strategy and prin- 
ciples of the new period,” the 
general wrote. The term 
“new period” - refers to the 
transition between the ailing 
Deng and Jiang. 

“We must resolutely re- 
spect the fundamental priori- ' 
pie of the party’s leadership 
of the army, absolutely de- 
fend the centra] authority led 
by Comrade Jiang Zemin, 
and obey the party and the 


military commission,” Gen. 
Liu wrote. 

His article focussed on the 
“lessons” to be learned from 
China’s victory over Japan in 
1945, appearing on the 68th 
anniversary of the PLA's for- 
mal founding and the 50th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II. 

This latest appeal for loyal- 
ty to Mr. Jiang appeared 
three weeks before the 9 1st 
birthday of patriarch Deng 
Xiaoping, who has not been 
seen in public for a year and a 
half and who is believed to be 
very ill. 

Mr. Jiang would need the 
support of the PLA to remain 
in^nDwer^for long,, and .has 
tmuapaed calls since die start., 
of die year for the army to! 
follow the party line. 

The general also backed 
Defence Minister Qn Hao- 
tian attack Taiwan. On Mon- 
day, the minis ter reaffirmed 
that die PLA would not stand 
by if -the nationalist island 
unilaterally declared inde- 
pendence or “foreign in- 
terference." 

China has viewed Taiwan 
as a rebellious province since 
anti-Communist leaders fled 
there in 1949 at the end of the' 
Chinese civil war. 


Over 1,000 strikers 
detained in Nepal 


Tutu 
cries for 
Rwanda’s 
dead 

NTARAMA, Rwanda (R) — 

South African Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu broke down 
and sobbed on seeing hun- 
dreds of skulls, bones and 
decomposed bodies, victims 
of last year’s genocide in 
Rwanda, but said the last 
word had to be forgiveness. 

The Nobel Peace Prize 
winner almost collapsed wail- 
ing as he touTed a massacre 
site Monday at Ntarama 
Church where up to 1,000 
men, women and children 
were butchered at the height 
of the genocide. 

“This is something the 
scale of which we have never 
seen in South Africa,” said 
Arch. Tutu, supported by an 
aide and sobbing on Seeing 
the church filled with human 
remains, including bodies 
draped over pews. 

Ntarama is one of the mas- 
sacre sites left as a memorial 
to last year's horrors, in 
which up one million Tutsis 
and Hutu moderates were 
butchered by Hutu troops, 
militiamen and mobs in three 
months of bloodletting. 

Tutu was led away towards 
his car but returned to see the 
rest of the dead — lines of 
.skulls, including one with a 
piece of a knife embeded in 
it, and bones displayed 
around the church. 

He then visited the nearby 
Nelson Mandela Peace Vil- 
lage for widows and orphans 
of one of history's worst 
genocides. 

“Today we visited the dead 
in Ntarama. I am shattered,” 

Arch. Tutu told leaders, di- 
plomats- and churchmen in 
the capital Kigali. 

“We give thanks to God 
for all of you... who have 
been so traumatised, whp 
haVe suffered to the extent 
you have suffered but have 
somehow been given the 
capacity to hold back your 
anger,' your bitterness and 
your natural desire for re- 
venge,” he added. 

Arch. Tutu, on the final 
day of a visit to Rwanda,, 

endorsed calls for JustiegJ with the release of her latest* 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Riot police rounded up 1 ,000 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors here Tuesday after rio- 
ters stoned vehicles during a 
nationwide .dawn-to-dusk 
strike called to protest the 
dissolution of parliament, a 
police source said. 

Officials have confirmed 90 
arrests and damage to 12 
vehicles. 

Students belonging to the 
Nepal Vidharthi Sangh (Nep- 
al Students Onion) held de- 
monstrations in Katmandu. 
Lalitpur and Bakhtapur 
urging people to close shops 
and keep vehicles oft the 
streets, witnesses said. 


Most shops in Kathmandu 
and elsewhere were dosed 
and roads deserted, police 
said. 

In Kathmandu, only a few 
ambulances and official vehi- 
cles displaying signboards 
reading “special bus service 
for international tourists” 
moved to and from Kathman- 
du Airport, witnesses said. 

The student union called 
the general strike ro de- 
nounce the dissolution of the 
House of Representatives on 
June 13, four and a half years 
before its term was to end. a 
student union spokesman 
said. 


made by the Rwandan gov- 
ernment which took power in 
July3asi>year. . 

Many of the suspected kil- 
lers now live freely in exile. 

“There must be justice, 
that those who are found 
guilty of having perpetrated 
these atrocities or instigated 
other to do so mustlndeed be 
brought to justice and their 
impunity should be ended. 

“But we want to say that... 
justice cannot be the last 
word.” 

Arch. Tutu toured Kigali 
Prison Sunday and was 
cheered by thousands of in- 
mates accused of being kil- 
lers. The jail is so over- 
crowded that many prisoners 
have to sit shoulder-to- 
sboulder much of the time. 

“We must say the condi- 
tions are a disaster waiting to 
happen. We hope the inter- 
national community can help 
to ease their situation,” 
Arch. Tutu said in his address 
Monday. 

"But we are scared that 
resentment will build up on 
the part of one group looking 
for the opportunity to get its 
own back... 

“And so I make my 
appeal: That our sisters and 
brothers must know there can 
be no future without forgive- 
ness, there will be no future 
unless there is peace, there 
can be no peace unless there 
is reconciliation." 


Cold war veterans recall hopes as Bosnia bleeds 


HELSINKI (R) — Cold war 
veterans met Tuesday to 
commemorate a key 
peacekeeping move in 
Europe 20 years ago, but 
were likely to be spared any 
dramatic reminders of the in- 
tema final community’s cur- 
rent setbacks in Bosnia. 

Former U.S. President 
Gerald Ford and Germany's 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
were among statesmen 
attending a Finnish govern- 
ment symposium on the 1975 
Helsinki Final Act. which 
many argue drove an early 
nail into communism’s coffin. 

Drawn up 30 years after 
World War II to settle 
Europe's post-war bound- 
aries and commit states on 
both sides of the iron curtain 
to honouring human rights, 
the act's historic pledges can 
seem today like so many tat- 
tered hopes. 

The collapse of commun- 
ism has completely redrawn 
Europe's bonders. In former 
Yugoslavia, repeated atroci- 
ties have carved a bloody 
swathe through the lives of 
thousands whom the act's sig- 


natories bad pledged to pro- 
tect. 

“Tito was perhaps not the 
nicest man in the world,” Mr. 
.Ford said Monday of the late 
Yugoslav Communist leader. 
"But he did not practise 
ethnic cleansing.” 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Siladzic was said by 
diplomatic sources to have 
planned atone stage to gatec- 
rash the event to highlight 
Serb' brutality against. Bos- 
nian Muslims but he later 
■ decided not to make an 
appearance. 

“There is a desire to con- 
centrate on the relatively 
good news,” said one West- 
ern diplomat. “How do you 
help people who are at each 
other’s throats.” 

Known now as the Orga- 
nisation for Security and 
Coop e ration in Europe 
(OSCE), the forum created 
by the act in 1975 as the 
CSCE (for conference) is the 
sole multinational arena 
where Russia has equal 
standing with the United 
States and European coun- 


tries. 

Ex-Yugoslavia has been 
suspended from the 53-strong 
group. 

OSCE diplomats are help- 
ing to broker a peace in the 
breakaway Russian Republic 
of Chechenya, and the con- 
flicts its backstage diplomacy 
has helped avert — in the 
Baltic republics, Macedonia 
and Molaova — do not make 
headlines. 

“I want to stress the im- 
portance of the presence of 
an international organisation 
in Grozny (Chechenya)," 
Hungarian Foreign Minister 
LaszJo Kovacs, whose coun- 
try is currently chairing the 
OSCE, told journalists Mon- 
day. 

“The Chechen dispute was 
originally considered an in- 
ternal question,” he said, 
adding that a sustained peace 
in Chechenya could speed 
settlement of other regional 
conflicts, like the long-drawn 
strife in the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Analysts agree it is unfair 
to lay blame for the war in 
Bosnia at the door of an 


organisation which was set up 
in a totally differem political 
context and which crucial- 
ly has no powers of enforce- 
ment. 

"The war in Bosnia came 
too soon for the CSCE," said 
Tassos Kokinides at the 
London-based British- 

(BAsrcj 1 Sccurity Coundl 

But toe OSCE — renamed 
m an effort to boost its stand- 
jng is still fundamentally 
hamstrung by a lack of West- 
ern political support. "I don’t 
think Western governments 
have the political will to in- 
vest in toe OSCE." be said. 

The organisation is ham- 
pered by the fact that it was 
an originally Russian, or 
s ®5 ct - 1 lde * : Mr. Kokinides 
said. Many m the West still 
harbour misgivings about 
.their former cold war enemy. 

“At the moment, Eur<> 
pean security is in a mess," 
said Mr. Kokinides. “West- 
ern governments have not yet 
created structures with which 
to take in Russia and 
accommodate it." 


Japan’s oldest 
twins celebrate 
103rd birthday 

TOKYO (R) — Jap™'* 
tenarian twa sistee cele- . 
brated their 103rd. birthday-:: 
Tuesday with a trip to an .-, 
island in northern Japan 
where they received gifts 
from four sets of elementary : . 
school twins, Kyodo News 
Service said. The celebrity; 
twins — known simply as Km • 
and Gin (gold and stiver).— : ' 
attended a party hosted- by: 
the people of Sado Island on 
the Sea of Japan and received 

C , including a sapling of a' 
inese nutmeg tree known 
for its longevity, from fouir_- 
sets of twins attending ^ the. -- 
local primary school.- Kin* 
Narita and Gin Kanie, from. 
Nagoya in central Japan also 7 , 
took part in a ceremony to - 
unveil a “rock of lonr tife?^' ; 
which has imprints of their • . j 
hands cut into it. The durrinu- v -,y 
tive Japanese twins found-, -rd 
fame through a television 
commercial for a mail-order , :jj 
company in the early I990sg... _'d 
and then went on to produced 1 
a record of traditional songg 
with a group of 'chtidren. Inf- ' i 
addition to doing commcry ,-m 
cials. they often : makfcl -.'1 
appearances on television^ ?J 
talk shows. . . _ 

French actress 
Sophie Marceau 
has baby boy 

PARIS (AFP) — French ac- 
tress Sophie Marceau, one of 
French cinema's most sue-, 
cessfiil exports, has given 
birth to her first child, a oaby 
boy. The 29-year-old star, 
famous around the world in*! 
eluding Asia and particularly 
Japan where her 1981 films 
La Bourn and La Bourn IT- 
launched her success, gave 
birth in a Paris hospital last 
week. The name of the baby' 
has not been revealed, but 
the father, Polish director. 
Andrzej Zulawski, was pic- 
tured by the France Soir 
newspaper arriving at the cli-. 
nic after the birth, clutching a ( - 
large bouquet of flowers.. 
Marceau has stolen the show’ 
for several months by appear-, 
ing at high-profile: sta£ 
events, including Cannes and 
toe Oscars, m a dearly proud, 
state of pregnancy. Marceau* 
is due to^ launch a new round) 
of publicity in coming months* « 






film, Bravchcazt, - ccKstarring; 

U.S. actor Mel Gibson.-. v 

Rock stars . J ; ** 
among top 20 
boardroom 
fat cats 

LONDON (R) — Rock Stares 
Phil Collins, Elton John and' 

Eric Clapton are among toe 0} 
top 20 boardroom "fat cats”' » 
earning more than £13 rail-: 
lion ($23.8 million) a year, a 1 ' 
British newspaper said Tues-o 
day. The Independent, quot— . 
ing a survey by the union-* 
funded Labour Research De-> - 
partment, said Grand Prix \ ||1 
race organiser and promoter r ig 
Benue Ecclestone was at the- J-- 
top of toe list at £30,750,109/! 'M 
($49.3 million), a 1,647 peru 
cent increase on the previous!*.^ 
year. Tn_ second place wa9!tr4i?J 
Phil Collins, who receivedtr^ 
'£22,-81.412 ($35.7 million), 
nse of more than 110 perrgjl 
cent," the newspaper said, 
Musicians Sting and Markup- 
KNopfier and the composer^ 

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
all directors of their owni®'i 
businesses, were also in the-- 
top 20. The survey found. thatf 1 u 
the highest-paid directors!, 1 ^ 
earned increases of about 11.S 
per cent while the average '-'?L 
workers received less than^§| 1 
four per cent. “Some 187*?pi 
7J^? ors were paid £500,000 step, 
(KOI 400) a y£r or 
including 58 who received,?^ 
over £1 million ($1.60 mil -4 
the Independent. 

added. 

Prostitution fronts;; 
shutdown 4^. 

MANILA (AP) - At least .® ] 
•» establishments suspected 
of being prostitution froiUsj®*! 
have been shut down in ftSSii 
northern Philippine city in a/SS-li' 
crackdown on child P^stit kS: 
bon and sex tours,” a sena- ^ 
tor said Sunday. Sen. Ernesto^ 

the fronts were*.-; 
located in Ologapo city, adja— i 
ant to the booing* Suite* 
moS 0 ”' 80 hlometres (5tij£ 
SW' we « 1 0f Manila. some, 

Of the padlocked establish-^ 
ments were found to 

J?i C eS , ° r secret roum* 

USCd f0r 

titutio.il. Sen. Herrera 

O ^ 0n sapo Mayor. 
Kathenne Gordon as saying. \ 

Herrera, a crusader/ 

mk£ 

thSs w5f ta ? 8 ’ was among-: 

inose who alerted law e- 

JEg?** agendes to' this 
activities of foreign tourkt^» 

JR** promoting “chtid.- 
Am? UrS * n Olongapo and" 

miles) north of Manila^. 
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BANDAR SERI BE- 
GAWAN (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of Stare Warren 
Christopher and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen appeared to have 
eased bilateral tensions Tues- 
day with a meeting both de- 
clared to be “positive.” 

The two ministers, meeting 
on the fringes of an interna- 
tional security forum hosted 
by the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), sounded an opti- 
mistic note after talks lasting 
more than one and a half 
hours. 

“It’s a positive meeting, it 
was very constructive,” Mr. 
Christopher told journalists 
at the International Conven- 
tion Centre in the capital of 
Brunei. 

Mr. Qian echoed him, 
saying they had a “positive” 
encounter. 

A senior U.S. official said 
a “very good atmosphere” 
prevailed at the talks, aimed 
at checking a slide in rela- 
tions triggered by the U.S. 
visit in June of President Lee 
Teng-Hui of Taiwan, Beij- 
ing's political rival. 

Chinese spokesman Shen 
Guofang said they welcomed 
Mr. Christopher’s -reassertion 
that the United States would 
follow a “one-China” policy, 
> adding that “we attach great 
importance to this.” 

But he added that “U.S. 
words must be measured by 
deeds.” 

China had been seething at 
the increasingly close ties be- 
tween Taipei and Washing- 
ton, which officially recog- 
nises only the government in 
Beijing. 

.TTie arrest of a Chinese- 
American activist for alleged 
espionage in China. Chinese 
missile sales, trade disputes 
and other issues have contri- 
buted to bring bilateral rela- 
tions to a new low. 

The U.S. official said the 
two ministers agreed that a' 
U.S. undersecretary of state 
and a Chinese vice minister 


would meet “at an early date 
to continue the discussions.” 

They also rook op the pos- 
sibility of a Summit between 
President Biii Clinton and 
Jiang Zemin but this would 
be discussed in further talks. 

“The focus was on the fun- 
damentals in the bilateral re- 
lationship,” the U.S. official 
added. 

He said Mr. Christopher 
handed a later from Mr. Clin- 
ton, but gave no details. 

The official added that Mr. 
Oian and Mr. Christopher 
would meet again in Septem- 
ber — presumably at the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
New York — during which 
they would pursue discus- 
sions of a Jiang-Qinton sum- 
mit. 

On the Korean peninsula, 
where both countries are key 
players, the Chinese minister 
gave “very strong support to 
the principle of direct talks 
between North and South 
Korea.” the U.S. officials 
said. 

Mr. Qian assured Mr. 
Christopher that until a 
permanent agreement could 
be reached, the present Ko- 
rean armistice agreement will 
remain in place. 

The United States is 
spearheading a plan to re- 
place North Korea's nuclear 
facilities, suspected of having 
been used to develop bombs, 
with safer reactors. China is 
isolated North Korea* chief 
ally. 

Mr. Christopher told Mr. 
Qian that ties with Taiwan 
were “friendly but they re- 
main unofficial,” the U.S. 
official said. 

But Mr. Christopher also 
pointed out that there were 
many in the U.S. Congress 
who had doubts about China 
and some of its policies, re- 
ferring to the strong role 
Congress had taken in 
pushing for Mr. Lee’s visit. 

“We think the U.S. presi- 
dent should be tine one who 
should decide on U.S. fore- 
ign policy,” Chinese spokes- 



ILS. Secretary of State Warren Christopher (right) and 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen (left) chat through a 
translator during a dinner reception at Prince Mohammad 
Bdkiafa's palace in Bandar Seri Begawan. The U.S. and 
China held crucial talks to reverse deterioration in bilateral 
ties (AFP photo) 


man Shen Guofang said, 
adding that China felt no 
policies should be based on 
such pressures. 

Meanwhile 'Malaysia is to 
press the United States to act 
more decisively to support 
the lifting of the arms embar- 
go on Bosnia when Secretary 
of State Christopher visits 
Kuala Lumpur this week, a 
top foreign official said Tues- 
day. 

“We will get the United 
States to play a stronger role 
and show more decisive ac- 
tion in Bosnia,” Ahmad 
Kamil Jaafar, secretary- 
general of Malaysia's Foreign 
Ministry, said. 

Bosnia will be among the 
“burning international 
issues” that will top the agen- 


da' of talks between Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moham- 
mad and Mr. Christopher 
during his first-ever visit to 
Malaysia, Mr. Kamil said. 

Mr. Christopher is due to 
fly in Thursday for an over- 
night stop from Brunei, 
where he is holding talks with 
ASEAN foreign ministers, as 
part of an historic Asian 
swing rhat will also take him 
to Cambodia and Vietnam. 

He has a tight schedule 
that includes a luncheon 
meeting with key American 
investors operating in 
Malaysia before meeting 
separately with Deputy 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra- 
him and Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad, offi- 
cials said. 


Bonn Greens Party urges leftists to drop pacifism 


BONN (AP) — In a dramatic 
shift, - the leader of the 
Greens faction in Germany’s 
parliament has urged his left- 
wing party t6 dtop'hs parif- ' 
isni r, and “supipprt^ military ; 
attacks against 'the ■ Serbs in ' 
Bosnia. 

The position paper circu- 
lated to colleagues Monday 
by Joschka Fischer repre- 
sented an effort to add credi- 
bility to the Greens, the 
fastest-growing party in Ger- 
many, with support from ab- 
out 10 per cent of voters. 

1 “As a party with human 
rights concerns, the Greens 
cannot duck the threat of the 
new fascism and its violent 
policies,” Mr. Fischer wrote. 


Europe is faced, be said, with 
people “who couldn’t gjve a 
damn about international 
law, human rights or peaceful 
jiOTrhs:” ^ J ■ 

j Mr. Fischer released the 
statement to reporters -after 
providing excerpts that were 
published in the Suddeutscbe 
Zeitung Tuesday. 

He supported NATO 
attacks to protect the remain- 
ing U.N. “safe zones” in 
Bosnia while reiterating that 
German troops should stay 
out because of the Nazis atro- 
cities committed in the Bal- 
kans during World War II. 

The Greens, whose party 
platform, calls for the aboli- 


tion of NATO and the Ger- “Can pacifists simply 
man military, have called for accept the victory of brutal, 
a negotiated settlement to the naked violence in Bosnia?" 
war in former Yugoslavia and Mr. Fischer asked. “All mea- 
opposed ’ any NATQ actiiW^ sures up to now have failed to 
there. have an’ impact on ’the vis-" 


When Daniel Cohn-' 
Bendit, a party intellectual, 
stood up at a congress in 1993. 
to demand military action to 
stop Serb aggression in Bos- 
nia,” he was hooted off the 
stage. 

But Mr. Fischer said it was 
time for his party to “drop its 
illusions.” and “honestly face 
the consequences of our posi- 
tions,” which he said sup- 
ported de facto the military 
advance of Serb and Croat 
nationalism. 


lence.’ 

The Greens have grown 
increasingly powerful on the 
state level. Mr. Fischer and 
others are worried, however, 
that they will never be invited 
to join a national government 
unless they show competence 
in foreign affairs. 

Mr. Fischer’s position was 
expected to meet strong re- 
sistance in the party. There 
was no immediate comment 
from the likely critics. 


Indian premier rules out early elections 
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NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, in comments 
published Tuesday, ruled out 
advancing general elections 
that are expected in March 
next year. 

“There is not a single 
reason for me to advance the 
elections," The Hindu and 
other newspapers quoted Mr. 
Rao as telling a meeting of 
MPs of his Congress (l) Party 
here late Monday. 


“On the other hand, I 
could cite 100 reasons to hold 
them as scheduled,” Mr. Rao 
added. 

Mr. Rao’s comments- fol- 
lowed widespread specula- 
tion in the media that the 
premier, who is also the Con- 
gress president, might urge 
the Election Commission to 
hold the parliamentary elec- 
tions early, probably this 
year. 


Mr. Rao, 74, became 
prime minister in June 1991 
for a five-year term. The next 
election is due in the middle 
of 1995 but the Election 
Commission has said it would 
be held in the first quarter of 
next year. 

Indian political parties 
have already begun prepara- 
tions for the polls which are 
widely expected Co result in a 
hung parliament. 

Meanwhile, an official re- 


port released Tuesday said 
mafia-style thugs and assas- 
sins have penetrated India’s 
public life, corrupting politi- 
cians and bureaucrats, over- 
whelming the government 
and crippling the economy. 

In chilling terms, the long- 
awaited report by a special 
government committee laid 
bare links between politi- 
cians. civil servants and the 
underworld. 


Thousands of troops escort pilgrims in Kashmir 
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SRINAGAR* India (Agen- 
cies) — Tens of thousands of 
Hindu pilgrims, escorted by 
more than 25,000 troops, be- 
gan 3 n annual trek to a Hima- 
layan cave in the troubled 
v, Indian state of Jammu and 

hiding Kashmir Tuesday, a govem- 

;r £} n ! , ‘ jndep <r mem spokesman said. 

' ” He said the army and para- 

military troops would accom- 
pany ttfe pilgrims on their 
annual five-day journey to 
the cave through the Kash- 
miri mountains where five 
. A! 1 Western tourists were kid- 
aNTL A t-*‘ ’ sb# napped by militants four 
i s :ab!:sh T T ,en ^ l i 0 p ( weeks ago. 

Sins p*? V W A Muslim separatist guer- 

“ heen sh Ul- . e on’ rilla group called Harkat-UL- 
? rfj A near has threatened the pil- 
who will traverse the 
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. PniUPPK ^ Ansar has threatened the pii- 
on grims, who will traverse the 

C nd “se* B* 345 kilometres route leading 
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n ^ cund3> SfLfi' from Jammu, the state’s win- 
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feet (3,750 metres) up in the 


moun tarns. 
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lies) blasts this month whjch killed 

the F 3 ..iiii>“ 


l K“‘ ■ n, * The group has claimea re- 
0 i MfS? sponsibility for two bomb 




^ td lini V f 18 people in Jammu, 
.ffi apparently to scare off pil- 


- Ki-ies apparentiy to 

ub* wi . h , he 0* imi gnms. 
tich nwfi! 1 p ii The pilgrimage, celebrat- 
the Hindu god Shiva, 
, ol ed cl i ir jjn leads to the Amamatb Cave, 
O ' - where- pilgrims worship an ice' 
which devotees 
the god’s- 

4P u»»- alerts ivnngswH. «. phallus, symbo- 
, tising virility. 

Jjjrfient “Please ensure that no pil- 



lowing Harkat-Ul-Ansar’s 
threats. 

The government has dis- 
patched nearly 100 vehicles 
and 150 employees to provide 
the pilgrims with medical 
care, food and drinking wa- 
ter, officials said. About 
42,000 people visited the cave 
last year. _ 

Scores of pilgrims were 
huddled in a security camp in 
Srinagar, summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir state, 
where they arrived by air 
from New Delhi. More were 
travelling from Jammu in a 
200-vehicles convoy. 

Many of the pilgrims said 
they would pray for the hos- 
tages. 

“I think it is our duty now 
to pray for our brothers, our 
guests,” said businessman 
Sunil Bansal. “We hope the 
government will be able to 
free them.” 

“I will definitely pray for 
their freedom. That is the 
first thing I will do when I 
reach Amamath,” said Kum- 
kum Mittal, a newly-wed 
housewife. “It is a shame that 
the government was not able 
to give them the protection 
we are getting.” 

Indian officials say the pre- 
viously unknown A1 Faran 
group, which has claimed re- 
sponsibility for capturing the 
Western tourists, has links to 
Harkat-Ul-Ansar. Both 
groups deny this. 

AI Faran has demanded 


* 
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the release of 21 jailed mili- 
tants, including three top 
Harkat-UI-Ansar members, 
in return for the Western 
hostages. India has rejected 
the deal. 

Muslim rebels are engaged 
in a five-year-old separatist 
war against New Delhi, 
which controls two-thirds of 
Kashmir, Pakistan, which de- 
nies India's charges that it 
trains and arms separatist 
militants, rules over the re- 
mainder. 

police and hospitals say 
more than 20,000 people 
have been killed in the rebel- 
lion. 

Al Faran abducted two 
Britons, two Americans, a 
Norwegian and a German 
from the Fahalgam Mountain 
resort area in early July. One 
of the hostages later escaped. 

The pilgrimage to Amar- 
natb passes, through Pahal- 
gam and the climb begins 20 
kilometres from the town. 

Western diplomats in Sri- 
nagar said talks with Al 
Faran were delicately poised 
this week but declined to give 
details. 

Both sides have assumed a 
low profile on recent days, 
reflecting quiet diplomacy to 
secure release of the hos: 
tages. 

One of the five Western' 
tourists taken hostage in 
Kashmir is “seriously ill,” the 
militant group holding them 
said Tuesday. 


Officials here said Al 
Faran told a government 
negotiator by telephone that 
one of the hostages was 
“seriously ill" and needed 
immediate medical attention. 

“The sick tourist needs im- 
mediate medical treatment, 
and if anything happens to 
him the government will be 
responsible,” an Al Faran 
spokesman was quoted as 
telling Rajinder Tikon, a 
police office with whom the 
militant group has been in 
touch for the past one week 
by telephone. 

Mr. Tikoo confirmed re- 
ceiving the Al Faran message 
.but refused to give details. 

Al Faran, which is believed 
to consist mainly of Afghan 
mercenaries fighting to an 
Indian rule over Kashmir, 
has demanded the release of 
21 jailed Muslim militants in 
exchange for the five. New 
Delhi has rejected the de- 
mand. 

Police sources said the 
latest Al Faran statement 
may be a ploy to exert addi- 
tional pressure on the Indian, 
authorities to accept the 
group’s demand. 

But one police officer said 
the claim may not be fake. * 

“There are chances a tour- 
ist may be il! since tempera- 
tures have come down con- 
siderably in the woods (of the 
Kashmir Valley) due to 
heavy rains and snow," the 
officer said. 
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France recalls envoy to 
Australia; nuke row escalates 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
recalled its ambassador to 
Australia Tuesday and slam- 
med Canberra's boycott 
against the Dassault-Breguet 
aviation firm as “discrimina- 
tory” escalating a dispute 
over French nuclear tests into 
a full-blown diplomatic row. 

The Foreign Ministry, de- 
nouncing Canberra’s decision 
to black-list Dassault, warned 
France might hit back. Paris 
was “examining measures 
which could be taken in re- 
sponse," a minstry statement 
said. 

The statement followed an 
announcement earlier in Au- 
stralia that the French avia- 
tion giant had been excluded 
from bidding for a major 
defence contract. 

France attacked the “poli- 
tical reasons" behind the 
move and summoned Austra- 
lia’s ambassador to Paris to 
inform him of its protest. 

"The French government 
denounces rhese discrimina- 
tory measures, calls for them 
to be eqded, recalls the re- 
sponsibility of the Australian 
government in regard to in- 
ternational law,” the state- 
ment said. 

Canberra has been one of 
the most vocal protestors in 
the Pacific region since Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac 
announced in June that 
France would carry out eight 
nuclear tests on Mururoa 
Atoll in French Polynesia 
from September. 

Mr. Chirac's decision to 
resume nucleartesting, which 
broke a three-year morator- 


ium set by his predecessor 
.Francois Mitterrand, im- 
mediately provoked a series 
of Australian protests, in- 
cluding the temporary recall 
of its ambassador to Paris and 
the suspension of some de- 
fence links with France. 

But Tuesday’s Australian 
Defence Minister Robert 
Ray that Dassault-Breguet 
had been cut out from bid- 
ding for a defence contract 
was Canberra's strongest pro- 
test yet. 

The Paris statement listed 
a whole page of "acts against 
France, its representatives 
and interests.” which it said 
had been taken “in the 
course of the last few weeks.” 

These included the block- 
ing of diplomatic mail, the 
blockading of the French 
'embassy in Canberra in 
breach of international con- 
ventions, and the delaying of 
French-registered vessels in 
Australian ports. 

“Finally the defence minisr 
ter announced that the Das- 
sault Aviation would be ex- 
cluded for political reasons 
from a call for tenders to 
provide training aircraft.” it 
added. 

“It is recalling its ambassa- 
dor for consultations," it 
said, adding that Australian 
Ambassador Alan Brown, 
who returned to Paris two 
weeks ago. would be in- 
formed of the protest at the 
Foreign Ministry during the 
afternoon. 

Mr. Brown warned after 
being summoned to Canberra 


in late June that France might 
retaliate if its interests were 
substantially damaged in the 
row over nuclear testing. 

“There are many ways they 
qan do it, economically, poli- 
tically and in the internation- 
al fora,” Mr. Brown said. 

Ray said Dassault-Breguet 
had been barred from tender- 
ing its Alpha Jet plane in 
response to Australia's deci- 
sion to replace its fleet of 
training aircraft. 

The company however was 
not favoured to win the con- 
tract. said to be worth S370 
million, as it stopped manu- 
facturing the jet some years 
ago and would have needed 
to reopen its production line. 

Dassault itself declined 
comment on the row. 

"We have not received 
official confirmation of this 
news, learnt through the 
press,” a spokesman said, 
without adding further derail. 

French Defence Minister 
Charles Millon meanwhile 
reacted angrily to the boycott 
against Dassault. 

“Nuclear tests are to do 
with France's policy of inde- 
pendence. I hope French 
people and foreigners will 
understand that it is an act of 
sovereignty which will ajlow 
France to remain a major 
power," he said on French 
radio. 

France has also been 
threatened with economic re- 
taliation in particular by poli- 
tical leaders in Japan. 

Meanwhile, New Zea- 
land’s leading trade union 


body said Tuesday it had 
launched a campaign to 
boycott French goods in pro- 
test at the resumption of 
French nuclear testing in the 
South Pacific. 

The Council of Trade Un- 
ion (Cl'U) said it had written 
io 40 businesses and trade 
gTOups asking them to help 
exert commercial pressure 
against France. 

"We have asked retailers 
which stock French goods to 
withdraw t hose products 
from' 7 sale." CTU Secretary 
Angela Foulkes said in a 
statement.' 

“We have invited New 
Zealand subsidiaries of 
French companies to ask 
their parent companies to put 
pressure on the French gov- 
ernment. We have asked 
New Zealand agents for 
French products to take simi- 
lar action.” 

The statement did not 
name the businesses in- 
volved, and Ms. Foulkes was 
not immediately available to 
comment further. 

The New Zealand govern- 
ment has expressed outrage 
at France's decision to end 
the three-year moratorium 

France was New Zealand's 
10th largest import source in 
the year to June 1994, with 
goods to the value of S215 
million. 

• Four New Zealand mem- 
bers of parliament will join a 
naval protest voyage to the 
French nuclear test site at 
Mururoa, Prime Minister Jim 
Botger said Tuesday. 


ASEAN forum calls for halt to nuclear tests 


BANDAR SERI BE- 
GAWAN, Brunei (R) — The 
ASEAN Regional forum en- 
ded a day-long security meet- 
ing in Brunei with a call for 
an immediate halt to nuclear 
testing, but the European 
Union rejected the move.. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana, who attended 
the conference in his capacity 
as president of the European 
Union (EU) Council, said he 
could not accept the Associa- , 
tion of South East Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN.) 'Region 
Forum's (ARF) position. 

“The international com- 
munity does not have as yet a 
legally binding declaration 
concerning underground nuc- 
lear testing. Again we do not 
have as yet an internationally 
recognised nuclear-free zone 
in the South Pacific," he said 
in a statement. 

He said that the consensus 
reached at the non- 
proliferation review and ex- " 
tension conference in New 
York on May 11 recom- 
mended that nuclear powers 
p act with utmost restraint. 


Mr. Solana' s statement was 
issued in response to another 
from ARF chairman, Brunei 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Bolkiah, calling for an end to 
nuclear tests. 

“Those countries who plan 
to conduct further nuclear 
tests were called upon by all 
other ARF member states to 
bring (an) immediate end to 
such Testing," Prince 
Mohammad Bolkiah said. 

The ARF, Asia's premier 
security conference, brings 
together ASEAN members 
— Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines. 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam — and their so- 
called trading partners, in- 
cluding the United States, 
Japan, China, South Korea, 
the European Union. Cana- 
da, Australia and New Zea- 
land. 

Prince Mohammad Bol- 
kiah said ARF ministers also 
expressed concern on over- 
lapping ownership claims in 
the region and urged 
claimants to reaffirm their 
commitment to resolving the 


disputes based on interna- 
tional laws and conventions. 

The potentially oil-rich 
Spratly Islands in the South 
China Sea are claimed in part 
or whollv by China. Taiwan 
and ASEAN members 
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines and Vietnam. 

Philippine Foreign Minis- 
ter Domingo Siazon said 
Manila believed the ARF 
talks on the South China Sea 
had taken the forum forward. 

“The Philippines was very 
encouraged China took part 
in these discussions. It shows 
ARF is capable of addressing 
serious regional issues that 
concerns all its participants,” 
he said. ® 

ASEAN foreign ministers 
have welcomed China's wil- 
lingness to address the South 
China Sea dispute at a multi- 
lateral forum and Beijing's 
agreement to adhere to inter- 
national laws of the sea. 

Prince Mohammad Bol- 
kiah, asked if any measures 
were proposed on the nuclear 
issue, told a news conference 
that the ARF was not a 


foTum for resolving prob- 
lems. 

France's planned resump- 
tion of nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific has been sharp- 
ly criticised by several ARF 
members, including Indone- 
sia. Australia and Japan. 

Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Alatas said the French 
move showed “bad faith bad 
intentions" after Paris signed 
an indefinite extension of the 
nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty earlier this year. 

A spokesman for Japanese- 
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono ■ 
said Tokyo was planning to 
table a U.N. resolution call- 
ing on nuclear weapon states 
to refrain from carrying out' 
tests. 

Prince Mohammad Bol- 
kiah said in his statement 
ARF ministers endorsed- 
nuclear-weapon free zones, 
such as the South Pacific 
Nuclear Free Zone, and ex- 
pressed hope that all nuclear- 
weapon states would soon 
adhere to the relevant pro- 
tocols. 



This fife photo shows Japanese air-raid workers using a stretcher to carry a victim away from the smoking ruins of 
the first atomic bombing' on Hiroshima (AFP photo) 

Most Americans still support Hiroshima bombing 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The vast majority of Amer- 
icans support the U.S. deci- 
sion 50 years ago to drop an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, according to a 
CBS News-New York Times 
poll. 

Those most supportive of 
the decision are old enough 
to remember World War II . 

The survey of 1,209 adults 
between July 23-26 showed 
76 per cent think the United 
States should not apologise to 
Japan for the bombings. Of 
those over 65 years old, 84 
per cent reject an apology, 
according to rhe poll. 

Fifty-eight per cent overall 
said dropping the bombs was 
not morally wrong, while of 
those over 65, 68 per cent 
held that view. 

A poll conducted 10 years 
ago found simitar results. 

The margin of error in 
Monday's poll was plus or 
minus 3 percentage • points. 

Meanwhile, Japanese anti- 
nuclear activists gathering in 
Tokyo for the 50th 


anniversary of the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima said 
thanks Tuesday to French 
President Jacques Chirac — 
for making people angry 
again. 

Mr, Chirac has been under 
fire around the world after 
announcing that France plan- 
ned to resume nuclear 
weapons tests in the Pacific at 
Mururoa and the nearby test 
site of Fangataufa Atoll. 

The eight underground 
tests are to begin in Septem- 
ber and conclude next May. 

Several speakers at an in- 
ternational conference to 
commemorate the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings said 
the uproar over the tesis has 
helped spark new interest in 
the anti-nucleat movement. 

“I think it was a big mis- 
take as.a politician for him to 
announce the tests just be- 
fore the anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima, and 
to hold them in the Pacific." 
said Janet Gordon, chair- 
woman of the U.S. National 
Committee for. Radiation 


Victims. 

Ms. Gordon, a native of 
Utah state, also chaired 
Tuesday's conference, spon- 
sored by the Japan Congress 
against Atomic and hydrogen 
bombs, Japan's largest anti- 
nuclear lobby. 

“We are used to the usual 
turnout of 10 or 15 people.” 
said William Epsrein, a long- 
time anti-nuclear activist in 
Hawaii. "Lately, because of 
the announcement of the 
testing, we are seeing that 
increase by a factor of 10.” 

Organisers of Tuesday's 
conference called for a 
boycott of French products 
and said they plan a march 
and demonstration at the 
French embassy later this 
week before attending the 
50th anniversary memorial in 
Hiroshima Sunday. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple, including Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama, are ex- 
pected to gather in Hiroshi- 
ma's peace park for the 
anniversary ceremony and a 
moment of silence. 


Some 140,000 people wen 
killed when the United State 
dropped the bomb oi 
Hiroshima Aug. 6, 1945. am 
another 70,000 died in th< 
atomic bombing of Nagasak 
three days later. 

Though the bombing: 
helped speed Japan's surren 
der. they also ushered in th< 
age of nuclear terror. 

“Immediately after tlfi 
bombings. Japan's govern 
ment denounced them as in 
human, atrocious, illegal.’ 
said American civil activis 
Daniel Ellsbcrg. 

Mr. Ellsberg said the work 
Should have listened, bu 
didn’t because Japan's gov 
eminent, having also beer 
involved in atrocities. Jacket 
credibility. 

He said rhe same hold* 
true for anti-proliferation call: 
from the United States today 

"Il isn’t convincing for the 
United States to tell countries 
that they should give up theii 
bomb or that they shouldn’ 
have one, while refusing tc 
give up its own,” he said. 
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Credibility requires justice 

ONCE AGAEV, the United States is facing a 
test of credibility. In the past it failed many 
tests when the choice was between asserting 
its respect for international laws or pleasing 
Israel and its powerful lobbies in Washing- 
ton. But this time around one expects the 
U.S. not to buckle under pressure when it 
decides on whether to extradite Hamas offi- 
cial Musa Abu Marzouk to Israel. The risk to 
the peace process if Washington goes against 
its own laws and delivers him to Tel Aviv is 
significant, if only in terms of support people 
have for it. The embarrassment such an act 
would bring to the Palestinian National 
Authority, as it tries to assert its authority, 
would even be more marked. The U.S. has 
worked hard to make the peace effort viable. 
Its motivation for doing that goes beyond 
mere altruism, however. Washington says it 
has clear interests in removing the shadow of 
war from the Middle East and ensuring the 
security of the Jewish state. The latter 
objective c ann ot be achieved ’ unless peace 
prevails in the area. But peace cann ot be real 
unless the Palestinian problem is solved, and 
that cannot happen if the Palestinian author- 
ity is not treated with the regard and respect 
it deserves. And here is where the U.S. 
decision about the fate of Mr. Abu Marzouk 
would matter most. 

Israel has no case against Abu Marzouk, 
j something which his American lawyer has 
i asserted. The extradition treaty between the 
1 U.S; and Israel does not cover the unproveir 
j “charges” “which Israel has against the 
| Hamas official. That much was admitted by 
the Israeli justice minister. Moreover, the 
U.S. itself has no legal charges that it can use 
against Abu Marzouk to maintain his deten- 
tion, let alone extradition to Israel. So from a 
legal point of view, neither the Americans 
nor the Israelis have any proof that would 
incriminate the Hamas political activist or 
justify his extradition to a country with 
which his people are not at peace with yet. 

Political and legal considerations will 
dearly be the determining factor in the 
decision Washington will finally mark on the 
case. Hence is the expectation that the U.S. 
will not do something as unsound as handing 
Abu Marzouk to Israel. Meeting the Israeli 
request could probably achieve some short- 
term popularity for the Israeli government. 
But it will create more suspicions about a 
cause more important and more worth pro- 
tecting than internal Israeli politics. 

The U.S. does not need to make any new 
effort to prove its support for Israel. But 
there is more it has to do to prove its 
credibility and even-handedness as far as the 
Arab World is concerned. The case of Abu 
Marzouk provides a good opportunity for 
doing so. 

mBIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

JORDAN has once again stressed the need to deal 
promptly with the situation in Bosnia and stop the aggres- 
sion, which could spill over to other countries, said A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily Tuesday. The warning was voiced by his 
Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan who told media representatives that Jordan 
believes that a real tragedy is threatening the future of 
mankind and the world order in view of the ongoing and 
continuing aggression on the Bosnian people. Stressing that 
Jordan has no interest except to give assistance to the war 
victims and is motivated only by humanitarian considera- 
tions, King Hussein said that indifference to the ordeal of 
the Bosnian people on the part of the world community in 
general and the Arab and Islamic nations in particular was 
bound to further aggravate the situation since this would 
encourage the Serbs to pursue their aggression, said the 
daily. The paper said what is happening in Bosnia is the 
application of the rule of the jungle, total chaos and 
flagrant violation of international laws and principles. 
Saying that the United Nations has a serious responsibility 
towards saving the victims of aggression, the paper said 
that it is regrettable that failure on the part of the world 
organisation to cany out its duty has prolonged the ordeal 
and the suffering of not only the Bosnian people but also 
the Iraqis before that. It said that in his tails to the media, 
King Hussein reaffirmed Jordan’s commitment towards 
helping in establishing world peace and security. 

A WRITER in A1 Dust our Tuesday urged the government 
to increase the salaries of civil servants in the light of the 
ever rising cost of living in the country. Mohammad Daoud 
said that the cost of living has risen sharply, which should 
nrorapt the government to increase the rate of annual 
increments of its employees. He said that the continual rise 
in the price of various basic commodities makes it 
imperative on the government to seriously contemplate 
giving the employees a raise. 
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By Dr. James Zogby 


The immig rant story of America 


TO UNDERSTAND 
America is to know that it is 
a never-ending experiment. 
It is a unique country in that 
it is, for the most part, a 
nation of immigrants. Men 
and women have come 
from the ends of the Earth 
and, within a generation, 
became Americans. 

The assimilation process, 
however, % is never com-, 
plete. Waves of immigrants 
have brought diverse 
groups, with varying cul- 
tures, experiences apd reli- 
gions; and becoming an 
American does not elimin- 
ate those differences. The 
absorption of the new im- 
migrants into the main- 
stream does not erase or 
dilute but enriches die tex- 
ture and die very meaning 
of America. 

This openness to diversi- 
ty. is one of the enduring 
and positive qualifies of the 
evolving American charac- 
ter. It was this quality which 
was recognised by France in 
1886 when it presented the 
United States with a bronze 
statue which adorns New 
York harbour. Known as 
the statue of liberty, en- 
graved on the base is a 
poem in which -the statue 
cries out: 

“Give me your tired, 
your poor. 

Your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free. 

The wretched refuse of 
your teeming shore 
Send unease, the 
homeless, the tempest- 
tossed to me. 

I lift my lamp beside the gol- 
den door." 

There is, however, 
another competing quality. 
A darker side of America. 

At various times in our 
nation's history, during 
periods of social and/or eco- 
nomic stress, there have 
been pressures to close the 
doors to immigrants, to 
shut out diversity. These 
periods, as ugly as they 
have been, have always, in 
the end, lost out to the open 
America. 

America is today in the 
midst of a debate between 
its competing characters. 
Pressures are mounting to 
limit or eliminate even legal 
immigration. Forgetting 
their own roots and experi- 
ences, some descendants of 
immigrants speak of 
“America” as their sole 
property, and seek to deny 
the right of franchise to 
those .who have come to 
share in it and bring new 


By Sebastian Moffett 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Japan's fateful 
decision to attack the Un- 
it ed Stales in 1941 
appeared at the time to be 
a tactical move in a master 
plan to dominate the Paci- 
fic just ,as Adolf Hitler 
.wanted to rule Europe. 

Historians now think it 
was simply yet another mis- 
calculation as Japan's war 
machine blundered for- 
ward with no real aim. 

At the time, most 
Japanese thought they 
were fighting out of self- 
defence. and many veter- 
ans still believe this. 

"America forced us to 
fight the war." said Kenichi 
Hyuea. secretariat of the 
Japanese Veterans' Asso- 
ciation. "We knew thar this 
small country would never 
win the battle against such 
a big country." 

The allies saw the sur- 
prise attack on ihc U.S. air 
and naval base at Pearl 
Harbour as a piece of 
calculated aggression which 
they assumed must be part 


richness to the national 
identity. 

Engaged as we are in this 
national debate, I had a 
unique opportunity to re- 
flect on its. significance re- 
cently while attending a 
family reunion in Utica, 
New York. Four genera- 
tions of Zogbys gathered to 
celebrate almost a century 
in America and to reflect on 
our passage to this new-* 
world, our assimilation, our 
accomplishments and our 
heritage. 

Our story is no different 
than that of thousands of 
other ethnic families in 
America. And yet even in 
that “commonness” can be 
found the special character 
of this country. 

Both my father and 
mother are Zogbys from 
Kfartay, a small village in 
the mountains of Lebanon 
that now has many more 
descendants living in the 
U.S. than there are in the 
ancestral home. The Zog- 
bys in the U.S. came largely 
from Kfartay, but also from 
Urn Ash-Shah wan. with a 
member of them having 
married descendants of 
Baskinta. 

They began to emigrate 
to this country in the 1890s, 

^ with the exodus continuing 
' through the next two de- 
cades. My mother^ the first 
in her family to be bom in 
this country, was raised in 
one of the earliest settle- 
ments in Shennandoah — a 
small coal mining town in 
the mountains of Pennsyl- 
vania. My father was the 
last of his immediate family , 
to come to the U.S. He was 
actually an illegal alien who 
come to America in 1921 at 
the age of 23 and joined the 
family of Utica — the 
largest of the Zogby settle- 
ments. In fact, Utica has 
always had a large 
Lebanese community, at 
one point numbering 
almost 6,000. A branch of 
the family also settled 1,300 
miles aways in Mobile, Ala- 
bama, where they pros- 
pered and spread through- 
out the southern United 
States. 

As children we never 
tited to hearing stories of 
our parents’ passage to this 
country, of their hardships 
and their wondrous tales of 
perseverance as they made 
their way into American 
life. They, like all of their 
generation, were an ex- 
traordinary and indust- 
rious group. With little 
capital and little or no 


education, they started 
businesses, cared for those, 
who had not yet succeeded, 
and paved the way for new 
immigrants who came after 
them. 

They also built institu- 
tions to protect their culture 
and heritage. In coming to 
Utica or Shennandoah or 
Mobile they put down roots 
they believed would re- 
main. They had, in their 
way of thinking, moved 
their village and its patterns 
with them. 

I grew up in that village: 
My father’s four brothers 
and two sisters, their 
spouses, their cousins and 
all their scores of children 
were my family. We cele-. 
brated together and 
mourned together, did busi- 
ness with each other and* 
gathered frequently simply 
to be together. There were, 
of course, stresses and. 
strains, especially as we be- 
gan to change in America, - 
but in the end there were 
strong bonds that held os 
and defined us as a famil y-- 

Over the. years have 
drifted physically apart. 
Economic pressure, social 
change and the very reality 
of America pushed us to 
different jobs in different 
states, different .worlds. 
And four generati ons afte r 
fruit small group of Zogbys 
came to the U.S., we 
gathered again and met as 
an American immigrant 
family. 

We found that four gen- 
eration later that small 
group of a few dozen had 
produced a great legacy. A ' 
few thousand descendants, 
among them doctors, 
lawyers, businessmen, 
elected officials, professors 
and community leaders — 
all well integrated into the 
fabric of America life. We 
ajre all Americans, yet all of 
us were eating Arabic food, 
listening to Fayrouz and 
passionately discussing the ' 
issues of Middle East poli- 
tics. 

In our midst were new 
immigrant Zogbys as well 
those who had come recent- 
ly to enrich this countiy yet 
again. They stood as a re- 
minder of the passage made 
by our parents and of the 
continuing pressures and 
problerps faced by those 
who come to participate in 
the American experiment. 
And as thrilled as we bad 
been as children to hear the 
tales of our parents' passage 
to America, we thrilled one 
another and our children 


with the stories of our own 
accomplishments in Amer- 
ica. 

Our experiences were no 
different from those of 
other Arab Americans; be 
they Palestinian, Egyptian, 
Syrian, Jordanian, Yemeni 
or Moroccan immigrants. 
Nor, in a real sense, are 
they different from the ex- 
periences and accomplish- 
ments of Asian, Latino. Ir- 
ish. Italian, Greek and 
many other ethnic Amer- 
icans. They worked hard, 
kept their families together, 
assimilated, welcomed new 
immigrants into their com- 
munities: The process con- 
tinued. 

If there is anything uni- 
que in the Arab American 
experience it is the degree 
of our extraordinary collec- 
tive success. According to 
official U.S. cehsus figures, 
Arab Ameri cans (from all 
of the countries in the Arab 
World) have the highest 
percentage of self- 
employment, the highest 
percentage of professionals 
(Doctors, lawyers, en- 
gineers, etc.), the highest 
percentage of college de- 
' grees, and one of the high- 
est per capita incomes of all 
ethnic groups in the United 
Suites. 

jWe ha^d .benefited from . 
A merica) a iM 'America has 
also- benefittecL from .our" 
presence as welt. Casey 
Kasem, the nationally 
known radio and -television 
personality r and a proud 
Arab American of Lebanese 
descent, is fond of pointing 
out (as be did recently in a 
special Arab American In- 
stitute brochure) the 
famous Arab Americans 
who have made significant 
contributions to American 
life. Among the most not- 
able are: 

— Helen Thomas, Dean 
of the White House Press 
corps, who has covered the 
. White House since it was 
occupied by John F. Ken- 
nedy; 

— Farouk AI-Baz, a 
geologist who helped plan 
all the Apollo moon land- 
ings and pioneered, the use 
of space photography to 
study the Earth; 

— The late Danny Tho- 
mas, a well-known enter- 
tainer who founded the 
nationally respected St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital; 

— Dr. Michael Debaky, 
a surgeon who invented the 
heart pump which saves 
thousands of lives each 
year. 


Why Japan went to war 


of a grander scheme, and 
tried and executed wartime 
Prime Minister Hideki 
Tojo and other perpetra- 
tors because of this. 

Most historians today 
think the truth is far less 
clear. They still agree that 
militarist expansionism was 
the main cause of Japan's 
involvement in World War 

11. but they now think this 
was more complex and less 
preconceived than they did 
in the 1940s. 

Instead of a master plan. 
Japan stumbled into a suc- 
cession of problems only to 
find it had no clear way 
our. they say. Even the 
great East Asia coprospcr- 
itv sphere. Japan’s euphe- 
mistic term for its empire, 
was an afterthought. 

The Japanese kept mov- 
ing forward because ol 
pride, a belief in their in- 
nate superiority, and be- 
cause bowing to foreign 
pressure would have been 
an intolerable humiliation. 

"The view that World 
War II had been a dark plot 
against civilisation — all 
these ideas emerged from 


the allied reaction to the 
acts of Nazi Germany." 
wrote historian Richard 
Minear in "Victors Jus- 
tice." a book criticising the 
1946-1948 Tokyo war 
crimes trial. "But Japan 
was not Germany. Tojo 
was not Hitler the Pacific 
war was not identical with 
the European war." 

Die war with China that 
started in 1937 was 'ex- 
pected to be wrapped up in 
a few months, or even 
weeks. 

When it had dragged on 
for four years. Japanese 
leaders decided they 
needed the resources of 
Southeast Asia, especially 
oil in Sumatra and Borneo. 

Another reason for the 
advance south was military 
politics, something which 
often look priority over ev- 
erything else. 

The army said the threat 
of the Soviet Union was 
paramount — - an argument 
for increasing ground 
forces. The navy said Japan 
needed to expand .south- 
wards for natural resources 


— which meant a strong 
navy to fight Britain and 
the United States. 

Internal politics also ap- 
plied to decisions such as 
the one to attack Malaya 
and the Philippines simul- 
taneously after the raid on 
Pearl Harbour, followed by 
a quick seizure of the 
Dutch East Indies. This 
was the most difficult of 
several options, but was 
taken as the only plan on 
which both army and navy 
could agree. 

“This decision was typic- 
al of the Japanese approach 
lo decision making. Com- 
promises which would en- 
able the services to give an 
appearance of unanimity 
were sought more eagerly 
than. third analysis.” wrote 
Ronald Specter in his book 
"The Eagle Against the 
Sun." 

The idea to attack Pear! 
Harbour was formed in de- 
speratiun after the United 
States imposed an oil 
embargo in the summer of 
1941. “ 

Admiral Isoroku Yama- 
moto. who devised the 


Where, one might ask, 
would American life be if 
> the ancestors of the extraor- 
dinary people had not im- 
migrated? . 

That is why the current 
debate on immigration in 
the U.S. is so troubling. 
The proposals to cut legal 
immigration by 33 per cent 
or to eli min ate work per- 
mits for skilled workers in 
specialty professions now 
being bandied about by 
politicians are short-sighted 
and wrong-headed. To 
argue, as- some do, that the 
current diversity mix of new 
immigrants is dangerous be- 
cause it is only 18 per cent 
European and therefore 
“threatens the ethnicity of 
America” -is foolish at best, 
racist at worst. There amp- 
ly is no single American 
ethnicity: America is a rich 
mosaic of diverse ethnici- 
ties. 

It is tragic that this dark 
side of America emerges 
time and again. It is ironic 
that one of the loading 
proponents of ending im- 
migration is presidential 
candidate Pat Buchanan 
himself the descendant of 
Irish immigrants. For him 
to call for dosing the doors 
of America, when just a few 
generations ago doors were 
dosed to.his ancestors (“no 
Irish welcome” was a com-, 
inonplacc— phrase in the 
U.S. at the torn of the 
century) is almost absurd 

It is tragic and ironic, but 
unfortunately it is also ex- 
pected in times of economic 
stress that the scape-goating 
of “foreigners” will lie the 
recourse of some. 

And yet the' side of 
America that supports di- 
versity and welcomes im- 
migrants is fighting back. A 
coalition of ISO groups has 
coalesced to challenge the 
restrictive proposals of 
those seeking to close 
America's doors. And there 
are champions, both Re- 
publicans and Democrats, 
in the Senate and the Con- 
gress who will fight with us. 

In the end, despite the 
possibility of a short-term 
setback, we will win, the 
doors will stay open. And 
the Zogbys and the tens of 
thousands of other ethnic 
families who make up 
America will continue to 
grow, to enrich the country 
and be replenished each 
generation with new immig- 
rants who will themselves 
become Americans — be- 
cause, in the best sense, 
that is what America is ab- 
out. 


plan, thought the only wav 
to avoid a naval defeat was 
an extraordinary measure 
to eliminate ifie threat of 
the U.S. Pacific fleet. 

"1— can sec little hope of 
.success in any ordinary 
srrategy." he wrote to the 
i navy minister. 

The Tokyo trials charged 
Japanese leaders with war 
crimes, aggression and con- 
spiracy to commit aggres- 
sion. Of 27 surviving defen- 
dants. 25 were found guilty 
of most of the charges 
against them. Seven were 
sentenced to death. 

The unfairness of the 
trials in Japanese eyes may 
have helped poison Japan's 
relations with Asia bv en- 
couraging the idea 'that 
whut Japan really did 
wrong in the war was lose. 

Japanese conservatives 
will still not accept that 
fhcir country did anything 
m Asia worth apofogisine 
for. and a recent "par- 
liamentary resolution to 
mark 50 years since the 
war’s end met with derision 
m many pans of Asia 
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TCC... 

Jordan, as everybody 
is a counny that pndes iwtft 
rightly on its rich 
and on being . the cradle! oj 
Civilisation. Tourist informs 
don brochures constantly, 
remind us that this is *e land; 

where successive ac- 
tions. since the earbest-hom 
of historv. have flourished and 
left their mark, and where^ma 
past comes to life in a unk^ 
ly harmonious blend betwr^ 
the ancient, and the yet 
ancient. This healthy pt 
for antiquity is evidently 
limited to those involved^ 
archaeology and tourism. 
has dearly pemeared tojl 

Telecommunications 'Corio-j 

ration (TCC). f" 

Ye of little faith may scp__ 
and sneer. You may protest; 
that this is one of the, m|^ 
inefficient outfits known’. i 
man. except when it comes 
disconnecting people's te‘ 
phones for not paying -bi 
that they have not received.* 
the first place. Howe 
those of us who know 
and who recognise g 
when we see it. hail the 
long term economic p 
behind the actions of this 
poration. 

For years, the TCC has 
working assiduously 
secret project to prom 6 ^ 
tourism and thus generate 
enue. For nearly a decadent; 
has pursued its goal wifi 
exemplary determination, 
now the day is iapi 
approaching when this policy 
begins to pay off. Soon': 
enough, tourists will floefc 
from the four comers of toe 
globe to feast their gaze on. 
that immortal relic of.the-glo- 
rious days of yore, Jordan's 
telephone directory, the most 
outdated in the world. 

This enlightened policy for 
raising cash is also being pur- 
sued. from all appearances, in 
other directions. See hotf 
long it takes to have a tele- 
phone line- connected. "The. 

. ^second enn^-in^theoelecom- 
* 9 rffl&nicatibns ' ^museum wffl 
clear ly; be - tofoldest' request 
"for a telephone line in the 
world that is still pending. 

In principle, the system is 
simple and straightforward. If 
you. are not in a hurry to 
receive your telephone line, 
you present an application, 
supported by every document j 
related to your identity and 
good standing since your birth 
certificate, and an attestation 
from the TCC itself that you. 
do not owe it money already, 
then you pay the fee, and you 
wait till Jnleraber. If, on the 
other hand, you are in a htmy, 
then, in an act of the purest 
optimism, you present the 
same application and support- 
ing documents, you pay triple : 
the fee , and you also wait till , 
Julember. So much for Jor- 
dan's ambition to become a 
regional centre for trade and 
commerce. 

With infinite goodwill, and 
with a heavy dose of industri- 
al-strength suspension of dis- 
belief. one could accept the 
argument that connecting a 
telephone line is a complex 
affair involving advanced 
technology. 'and so it takes 
time despite the best efforts of 
an already hard-pressed 
bureaucratic department 
Fine. If the TCC is not up to I 
the task, why does it keep a 
monopoly on the business? 

Then again, one asks, 
what about post office, 
boxes? They require noth-] 
ing more elaborate to manu- 
facture and install than early 
bronze age technology. 'A 
village blacksmith, even a 
particularly dim-witted one, 
could easily turn them out in 
sufficient quantities to cre- 
ate a surplus in next to no 
time. Then one needs only - 
slap a number on the box - v 
and place the keys in the 
finger hands of the patient 
applicant, or. more likely, as 
the situation stands, in the 
hands of hi^heirs. Why is 
there a waiting period of 

several months before a man 

box'* ° Ca,ed a 13081 

Telecommunications are 

important to business as 
1 ,lve senses are to man. . 

; ^ th Middle East 
1 Nonh Africa summit 
coming up. does Jordan seri- 
ously hope to attract foreign 
investment by telling int^ 

their "h entre P r eneurs that 
■heir business win have to 

■blino 0 ™ , deaf - mute a*- 
»mi. and manage in that! 

al feast six months? 
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The conflict over Bosnia is a symptom of something far deeper, writer Vincent Cable 
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the wider rift is 
growing 
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JHE LIFTING by the U.S 
Congress of the Bosnian 
arms embargo opens up a 
major division between the 
western allies. It prompts 
the question: is this a dis- 
agreement over a specific 
and localised, albeit harro- 
wngly tragic, problem or is 
there a more fundamental 
disorder? 

It may seem old to pose 
the wider question. On the 
surface, the core of the 
Western world — the 
Atlantic alliance of the 
U.S. and Western Europe 

has never been stronger. 
It won the cold war (and 
the Gulf war). The West 
dominates global political 
and economic institutions. 
Applicants are queuing to 
join Western clubs: 
NATO, the EU, the G-7, 
the OECD. Democratic 
, capitalism is largely chal- 
‘ %) en £ ec * 3:5 a preferred sys- 
l Miem of political and econo- 
mic organisation. There is 
no major, coherent security 
threat in sight. 

The fact that the West is 
impotent to influence the 
Balkan war is not in itself 
surprising. NATO (let 
alone EU) structures were 
not designed with complex 
ethnic conflicts and local 
warlords in mind. What is 
surprising is that close allies 
in a disciplined and success- 
ful alliance should have 
allowed themselves to be 
split asunder. 

While much abuse has 
been heaped on the hapless 
U.N., the main failure has 
been the inability of the 
Western allies and objec- 
tives. The U.S. and the 
Europeans have in effect 
taken different sides. The 
Europeans, by trying to 
stabilise the territorial sta- 
tus quo, has, however unin- 
tentionally, given legitima- 
cy to the Serb conquests 


and now cany some moral 
and political responsibility 
for the terrible consequ- 
ences of leaving the Muslim 
population both unpro- 
tected and outgunned. 

By contrast the U.S., 
which has done little, is 
emerging as the Muslims’ 
champion, the result of in- 
stinctive emotional support 
allied to a shrewd apprecia- 
tion of Islamic scnstivitics. 
Now that the U.S. is lifting 
the aims embargo to level 
up the killing fields, the 
war may turn and polarise ■ 
Western opinion even 
more. 

The last time Britain, in 
alliance with France, be- 
came so detached from the 
U-S. was at Suez. But, un- 
like at Suez, there is no 
longer a deeper rela- 
tionship to fail back on. 
The u.S. commitment to 
Europe, enshrined in Arti- 
cle S of the North Atlantic 
Treaty and in a military 
presence, has become an 
expensive chore. The 



year. The reasons for keep- 
ing over 100,000 troops in 
Europe (roughly the 
threshold below which the 
presence lacks real credibU- 
‘ ity) are decreasingly ob- 
vious to many Americans.. 
The Soviet threat has dis- 
appeared and it requires 
unusual paranoia to see 
comparable threats to 
Western Europe is that, at 
a certain point, the residual 
U.S. security guarantee no 
longer holds. 

Meanwhile other dis- 
agreements are opening 
up. In the Middle East the 
U.S. is pursuing a “dual 
containment” strategy 
against both Iraq and Iran. 
Whether this is wise is de- 
batable — but what matters 
.more is the inability of the 


West to agree and maintain 
a consistent position. The 
strategy is being under- 
minedby. France in Iraq 
and general European dis- 
taste for the Iran boycott. 
The fact that disagreement 
is expressed through an 
opportunistic pursuit of 
contracts — by Total in 
Iran, for example, alleged- 
ly supported by the French 
government — adds, in 
U.S. eyes, economic injury 
to political insult. 

The idea that Western 
capitalism could be under- 
mined by trade and com- 
petition for markets is a 
very old one and seemed to 
be as dead as Lenin, who 
promoted it. And at first 
sight, the risk of trade war- 
fare between the Western 
allies does appear remote. 
There has just been a 
ground-breaking set of 
liberalising agreements 
under the Uruguay Round 
which create discipline for 
an increasingly globalised 
system. 

Yet the new World 
Trade Organisation 
framework is in serious 
trouble even before it has 
been properly established. 
The problem is not, or not 
yet, about traditionally di- 
visive issues such as agricul- 
ture. Rather it is over the 
whole principle of multi- 
lateralism; whether global 
disciplines should prevail 
over national, unilateral ac- 
tion. 

Specifically, the U.S. is 
insisting on the right to an 
aggressive, unilateral 
approach to forcing open 
Asian markets. The Euro- 
peans have found them- 
^ selves in the unaccustomed 
position of being virtuous 
guardians of the multilater- 
al system, even to the ex- 
tent of supporting Japan, 
The argument runs deeper . 
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than trade tactics. Some of 
the luminaries of the U.S. 
administration and in Con- 
gress explicitly describe 
their relations with West- 
ern Europe and Japan as 
akin to an economic war. 
Such attitudes can become 
contagious. There is 
already a barely suppressed 
conflict resulting from com- 
petition between Western 

g avernmenrs to help their 
rms win big infrastructure 
projects which threatens to 
destroy carefully crafted 
agreements to stop subsidy 
warfare. 

It could be said in a 
response that there is no- 
thing new to all of this. 
There have long been dis- 
agreements among the 
Western allies. France has 
always been a loose, 
nationalist, cannon. Trade 
frictions have been ende- 
^ uric in the post-war system 
f^but haven’t stopped the 




process of integration. Yet 
serious policy-makers on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
are now dearly alarmed. 

There is a particular dan- 
ger for Britain. For more 
than a generation, Britain's 
external identity has been 
defined as both European 
and transatlantic. If the 
Western alliance frag- 
ments, that will no longer 
be possible. A large and 
influential segment of opin- 
ion would opt for a deeper 
involvement with Europe, 
another, particularly on the 
political right, would be 
more at home with the 
Anglo-Saxon world. The 
tensions such a divide could 
create have been demons- 
trated already in the des- 
tructive debate over 
Europe. They would be 
multiplied many times once • 
it sank in that the old trans- 
atlanic ties had snapped. 

There are two interpreta- 


tions of the growing rift 
One is that there is an 
institutional deficit, leading 
to suggestions — particu- 
larly from Germany — for 
a new North Atlantic Com- 
munity to buttress the old 
relationships. But it is not 
pbvious why this is neces- 
sary. Formal and informal 
institutions abound, start- 
ing with NATO, the World 
Trade Organisation and the 
OECD. Specific proposals 
are being made for a “dia- 
logue" between groups of 
transatlantic policy-makers 
' and for trade discussions on 
technical standards: valu- 
able but hardly earth- 
shattering stuff. 

A second explanation 
concerns personalities. 
Some superior Europeans 
look despairingly at the 
way Clinton foreign policy 
is made: on the hoof, m 
response to public opinion 
polls. Congressional press- 


ure. campaigning by Irish, 
Cuban and Polish Amer- 
icans, and lobbying by car 
companies, Hollywood, 
and environmental action* 
and h uman rights’ groups. 
They dream of a strategic 
visionary (even a George 
Bush). 

The problem with this 
argument is its patrician 
assumptions. International 
relations are no longer the 
preserve of foreign policy 
elites engaging in High Di- 
plomacy. And not only in 
the U.S.: Germany's cur- 
rent immobilism (and past • 
unhelpful moves such as 
the premature recognition 
of Croatia) derives from 
strong domestic public 
opinion. Changes in perso- 
nalities would make little 
difference. 

■ The end result is that 
Western leaders are trap- 
ped between ever more de- 
manding international 


obligations and increasing- 
ly demanding domestic 
constituencies, voters want 
to “do something" about 
overseas conflicts without 
putting their own troops at 
risk. They support the 
broad abstractions of inter- 
national economic coop- 
eration while opting out of 
specific obligations. Unless 
a more austere, disciplined 
and self-sacrificing 
approach can be sold to 
Western public opinion, 
the strategic and economic 
underpinnings of the West 
will unravel much as they 
have in the former East. ■ 
The process is already be- 
ginning. 

The writer is bead of the 
International Economics 
Programme at the Royal 
Institute of International 
Affairs. The article is re- 
printed from the Indepen- 
dent. 
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Former U.S. president shuttles to 
African capitals seeking peace 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

> The .Associated Press 

KHARTOUM — Jimmy 
Carter leans back in his scat 
aboard a borrowed U.N. 
plane high over Sudan and 
ticks off a list of perceived 
world rogues — North 
Korea, the Bosnian Serbs, 
the government in Khar- 
toum. Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro, Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

“The United States has a 
disturbing inclination to 
deal with controversy in a 
black and white way," Mr. 
Carter says. “We and our 
allies are right and are 
angels, the other side is 
totally wrong and devils." 

Mr. Carter is looking for 
the grays, the ways in which 
a former U.S. president and 
a devout Christian imbued 
with a sense of duty can 
intervene to resolve the 
world’s conflicts. 

His latest mission, which 
ended Sunday, took him to 
Sudan, where an intractable 
civil war has taken the lives 


of more than 1.3 million 
people in the last 12 years. 

The West has all but 
abandoned the place, elimi- 
nating most aid to the Isla- 
mic government in Khar- 
toum and providing the 
barest of assistance to the 
insurgent south. 

Mr. Carter in March won 
s four-month ceasefire in 
the conflict, a breathing 
space to get health prog- 
rammes restarted to eradi- 
cate debilitating guinea 
worm disease and river 
blindness and vaccinate 
children. 

He hoped this trip would 
not only extend the truce, 
but get Khartoum and the 
' rebels to agree to negotiate 
a lasting peace. He. did not 
get a firm commitment on 
the ceasefire, due to expire 
at the end of July, but he 
did win acceptance of “a 
very carefully worded in- 
vitation" for opening peace 
talks. 

Between Wednesday and 
Sunday, the 70-y ear-old 
former president touched 
down in three African 


capitals to meet Sudan's 
President Omar El Bashir. 
Kenya's Daniel Arap Moi 
and Uganda’s Yoweri 
Museveni. He also saw aid 
workers and rebel leaders 
on a schedule as hurried as 
an election campaign. 

At each stop, he had the 
same message: “These four 
months (of ceasefire) have 
been wonderful, and 1 
thank God for it. But we 
need a permanent peace." 

In the southern Sudanese 
town of Juba, health official 
Helen Oler Itarum urged 
him on. “If no peace, then 
an endless ceasefire." she 
pleaded. 

As president, Mr. Carter 
honed his negotiating skills 
in brokering the 1978 Camp 
David accords between 
Egypt and Israel that pro- 
duced the Middle East's 
first peace treaty. 

Although he briefs the 
Clinton administration ab- 
out his activities, he does 
not act as an official govern- 
ment envoy. In fact, there 
are some in Washington 
who worry his actions inter- 


fere with American policy 
and make the White House 
appear ineffective in its 
foreign policy. 

Mr. Carter feels dif- 
ferently. "When you have 
people suffering intensely 
because of a deadlock... 
they (the U.S. government) 
should on occasion turn to a 
)jerson like me who has 
access to both sides." 

He has used that access 
to bring North Korea to the 
negotiating table and help 
pacify Haiti. He also won a 
short-lived ceasefire in Bos- 
nia, but both the Bosnian 
government and the White 
House accused him of not 
knowing enough about the 
complicated situation. 

He says his style is to put 
the onus squarely on the 
shoulders of the bellige- 
rents. At the srart of his 
tour in Khartoum, he told 
Mr. A1 Bashir: "You can 
make my trip a very 
wonderful trip. Or you can 
make it a disappointment.” 

Mr. Carter still travels 
with secret service protec- 
tion, and had ar least a 


‘ half-dozen security officers 
■ with him in Africa. 

On plane rides, he sits 
with his wife Rosalynn, and 
sometimes kicks off his pen- 
ny loafers and puts hi£ feet 
up to nap through long 
hauls. His son. Chip, 45. an 
international business con- 
sultant. also was along on 
this trip. 

Although Mr. Carter 
occasionally dons safari 
suits, he favours long-sleeve 
dress .shirts rolled up to- 
ward the elbow and tan 
slacks. 

Mr. Carter says his work 
brings satisfaction and some 
unexpected offers. On a re- 
cent visit to Nigeria, for 
example, he was offered 
land to build a palace. 

“1 told them that if 1 ever • 
build a palace, it, will be 
there," Mr. Carter chuck- 
led. 

Does he never get frus- 
trated? 

"I have to be optimistic," 
he said. "In the end, the 
alternative is to give up. 
And I’m not about to do 
that." 


‘‘Talks going in circles’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

resources and voting loca- 
tions for east Jerusalem’s 
160,000 Palestinians. 

Israel’s deputy army chief 
. of staff, Matan Viinai, told a 
parliamentairy committee on 
Tuesday his troops could 
complete redeployment by 
1 April 1994. Btit army officials 
! said the statements were 
: made on a purely technical 
' basis. 

Palestinian negotiators say 
■ that Israel, which had earlier 
1 agreed to hand over control 
of West Bank villages, to 
; Palestinian police, now insists 
on maintaining “over-riding” 

: responsibility for security in 
. these areas. 

Palestinians also want 
Israel to pull out of Hebron, 

; home to 100,000 Arabs and 
.some 100 Jewish settlers. 

Meanwhile, Mr, Rabin has 
! postponed a cabinet meeting 
Intended to ratify the transfer 
’ -Anvil powers to the PLO in 
die West Bank, his spokes- 
woman said. Tuesday. 

: The debate, which was 


scheduled to take place at a 
special cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday, has been put off 
until next Tuesday’s normal 
weekly cabinet session, 
Rabin’s spokeswoman' Aliza 
Goren told AFP. 

She said the delay was 
merely for technical reasons, 
although Israeli television 
said Mr. Rabin wanted to 
express his unhappiness, at 
the slow progress of lsraeli- 
PLO talks on the next phase 
of Palestinian autonomy. 

The estimated cost of with- 
drawing Israeli troops from 
the West Bank has risen to 
about $535 million, Israel’s 
deputy army chief said Tues- 
day. Maj. Gen. Matan Viinai 
told parliament's foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 
tee the estimate was still pre- 
liminary and based on a with- 
drawal of troops from six 
towns — Nablus, Jenin, Tul- 
karm, Qalqilya, Ramallah 
and Bethlehem. 

Maj. Gen. Viinai said 
•troops withdrawn from Arab 
towns would be relocated to 
bases in the West Bank 


Hamas 

(CoBthnied from page I) 

Che Israeli authorities, we 
would consider this a hostile 
act against all Arabs and 
Muslims. You will bear the 
consequences of such an act. 

“We demand the immedi- 
ate release of Abu Marzouk. 
Otherwise the United States 
is putting itself in open con- 
frontation with the Arab and 
Islamic peoples." 

A leaflet given to the 
Associated Press on Tuesday 
claimed that a bus bombing 
that killed six Israelis last 
week was carried out by 
Hamas. 

The authenticity of the 
claim could not immediately 
be confirmed. 

Phone calls to the AP.and 
other media organisation on 
June 24, the day of the Tel 
Aviv bombing that killed six 
Israelis, also claimed respon- 
sibility on behalf of Hamas, 
but the calls were not fol- 
lowed up by the Usual con- 
firmations, including the re- 
lease of the suicide bomber’s 
name. 


‘Turkey insurers face 
major flood payouts 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s 
insurance industry faces one 
of the biggest pavouis fn its 
history alter floods* two 
weeks ago in Istanbul dam- 
aged more than 1 .500 homes 
and offices, insurance offi- 
cials say. 

Early estimates by officials 
put the damage at 755 in- 
sured sites ut f.2 trillion lira 
($2ti.h million), the bulk of it 
to be paid by four domestic 
and some 100 international 
re-insurers. 

The non-life insurance sec- 
tor’s last major payout was in 
1975. when insurers paid S25 
million. for 750 offices dam- 
aged in a huge fire in an 
Instanhul business centre. 

"We will get the final fi- 
gures after expert investiga- 
tions are completed, particu- 
larly in Sabah (media) group 
which has a total risk cover- 
age of two trillion lira |$44.4 
million).'' Cahit . Nomer. 
general manager of Mi Ili 
Rcusurans Company, told 


Reuters on Thursday. 

"If the flood damages had 
not occurred. IW5 would 
have been a wonderful year 
for the sector." said Mr. 
■Nomer. also chairman of 
Turkish Insurance and Reas- 
surance Companies Union. 

Sabah Yavineilik Assahah 
is. one of Turkey's leading 
media groups, suffered sianf- 
ficant damages to its fully- 
insured facilities when a near- 
by stream overflowed. 

The underground cable 
network of ihe Istanbul stock 
exchange was also slightly- 
damaged by the rainful. the 
heaviest for July in 62 years 
of recorded weather in Istan- 
bul. the country's largest city 
with a population of some ill 
million. 

The insurance sector in 
Turkey saw premiums jump 
by lIHt per cent in the first 
half of IW5, after last year's 
drop in real terms because of 
an April 1994 austerity pack- 
age that followed a se' ere 
financial crisis. 


Letter from Ramallah 

F ake realities 


By Nigel Parry 

SINCE THE prisoners be- 
gan their hunger strike, the 
centre of Ramallah, to 
appropriate an oft-used loc- 
al phrase, has caught fire. It 
started in the usual place, 
the myriad of traffic islands 
that litter the town centre, a 
busy node where six roads 
converge called the Man- 
ara. A tower once rose 
from the roundabout's 
sculptured gardens until 
bulldozed by the Israelis in 
the 1980s to make way for 
military vehicles. Now thick 
smoke rises from the Man- 
ara, a cry of the times from 
the traffic islands stained 
with the blackened rubber 
and steel radials left by 
yesterday’s burnt tyres. 

My house is about 2 00 
yards away down the Bir 
Zeit road, forcing me to 
have to pass through the 
Manara if I want to shop or 
catch a taxi to Bir Zeit 
University where I work. 
Unlike the occasional dash 
over the past nine months I 
have been here — the type 
that you only realise hap- 
pened when you see debris 
from tyres, stones and bot- 
tles later on in the day — 
the recent protests are con- 
tinuing daily and increasing 
in intensity. Few mornings 
ago, I woke up to Israeli 
soldiers firing machine guns 
outside my front gate. My 
flatmate and a visitor were 
sitting outside and went off 
to the Manara to .see what 
was happening. 

I rolled over and tried to 
go back to sleep. The pre- 
vious day, before the 
escalation, I.had been in the 
Manara when local youths 
set tyres ablaze and tossed. siones 
Up and down in bored 
hands while waiting for the 
army to arrive. They dis- 
appeared, in accordance 
with the usual ritual, when 
the jeeps rolled up, to hide 
in the maze of streets to 
wait for an appropriate 
opportunity. Hie soldiers 
descended from their jeeps 
and asserted themselves in 
the Manara with some suit- 
able .cinematic strutting, 
and waited for the first mis- 
sile. They too were bored 


but had hopes for at least 
some relief from the tedious 
task of their daily, unpopu- 
lar patrols; notable for their 
failure to impress anyone 
and unfathomable in that 
no one needs this protec- 
tion in what is an exclusive- 
ly Arab town with no settler 
population. Relief for all 
came in the form of two 
flying bottles, falling with 
tinkhng, musical crunches 
pitifully far short of their 
target. If the youths filled 
them with water first, they 
might go further and hit 
harder but of course there 
has been no water in much 
of the centre of town for 
some weeks. Two soldiers 
■lope off after the throwers 
and reappear five minutes 
later, dragging two teena- 
gers to a jeep. 

Having watched similar 
exchanges countless times 
before, an observer is 
driven to conclude that 
there is a script being fol- 
lowed, that the purpose 
being achieved is one that 
exists only in the subcon- 
scious — a primal release 
from the monotony of a 
town with no regular cine- 
ma. fouT restaurants and a 
million monochrome bur- 
ger bars. Everyone seems 
to be performing and it is all 
somehow not quite real; the 
costumes and sets are fan- 
tastic, but it is undrguably 
B-movie acting. 

The two teenagers look 
like Arab- Americans judg- 
ing by the baseball caps 
(everyone wears a costume 
here), who perhaps arrived 
in Ramallah a month ago. 
Today they are playing In- 
tifada. As they are being 
put into the jeep, a woman 
in an Islamic headscraf 
walks past me with her two 
children. A few seconds la- 
ter, a female American 
voice says: “Look kids, you 
saw iron the TV, now you 
are seeing it again in real- 
ity.” I turn round to see the 
same woman and lrids. She 
probably never wore a hijab 
in her life before she came 
here. I restrain myself from 
ruining her day by pointing 
out that both this and TV 
lade some basic elements of 
reality. After a while, 


everyone goes home, to re- 
turn an hour later, of 
course, for a rerun. 

More than anything, it is 
my annoyance at the game 
that somehow got me out of 
bed and into the shower the 
morning the gunfire beat 
my alarm clock to it. As I 
sat down to breakfast, my 
flatmate arrived back. It is 
dear from his story that 
there is a different quality 
to the events today, soldiers 
beating old women's heads 
against walls for one thing. 
Somehow, there has been a 
subtle transformation from 
play to war. 

In the few days since 
then, the horror stories 
have continued to come in, 
as friends stop by our 
bouse, in its central loca- 
tion, within earshot of the 
sporadic sound grenades 
and rubber bullet canisters 
going off. Another old 
woman was caught either 
throwing jrocks or breaking 
them for the youths to 
throw, so the soldiers put 
her on the ground and 
smashed one of her legs 
until her bone gave way. A 
boy in his early teens was 
beaten savagely to the 
ground with batons wielded 
by several soldiers. 
Another boy, arrested and 
thrown in a jeep, was kick- 
ed in the head repeatedly 
by two other soldiers. Since 
the fire caught, dozens of- 
people have been arrested. 
Most will be taken to die 
tents in Ramallah prison,' 
beaten up a little more and 
then released. Foot patrols 
of soldiers stalk the streets. 
In some areas of Ramallah , 
there have been what 
amounts to running battles 
carrying on late into the 
night between local youths 
and the army. So' far, five 
ammunition has only been 
shot into die air. Today the 
imam in the nearest mosque 
.is screaming himself to an 
early coronary. Ramailah’s 
shop-keepers have declared 
an open-ended strike start- 
ling next week and Hamas 
has distributed leaflets call- 
ing for another intifada. So, 
this is reality? Tm begin- 
to wonder if I don’t 
:r the movies. 
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5-year absence, Iraq 
still haunts world oil market 


LONDON (R) — Five years 
on, Iraq's ban from world 
market after its invasion of 
Kuwait still has an unsettling 
influence on the oil price. 

Many market analysts 
think prices are unlikely to 
make any sustained recovery 
until Iraq returns to the ranks 
of major world oil exporters. 

Oil traders waking up on 
Aug, 2. 1990. to hear that 
Iraqi forces had crossed the 
boreler of fellow OPEC mem- 
ber Kuwait faced the loss of 
more than four million bar- 
rels per day (b/d) of world oil 
supplies from the two coun- 
tries. 

Prices soared to S40 a bar- 
rel, a level nor seen since the 
1973 Arab oil embargo. 

But markets quickly drop- 
ped from the fear-inspired 
highs when it was felt that 
Iraq posed fittie threat to 
oilfields in nearby Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world's largest oil 
producer. 

Kuwait, producing two 
million barrels a day or more, 
has long since returned to the 
world market. 

But speculation over when 
the United Nations may lift 
sanctions to allow Iraq's re- 
turn to the oil market has had 


a bearish impact on prices, oil 
analysts and traders say. 

The war ceasefire set terms 
under which a ban on Iraqi 
oil exports should be lifted 
when it meets U.N. demands 
on weapons. 

“Iraq certainly acts as a 
long-term constraint on the 
oil price," said economist 
Geoff Pyne at finance house 
UBS in London. "You have 
to ask yourself where 2.5 
million barrels a day of (Ira- 
qi) oil is going to go." 

Any oil price forecast has 
to allow for the Iraq factor. 
■When will the U.N. embargo 
be lifted? how much will 
Baghdad be able to export? 
will OPEC handle the transi- 
tion smoothly? 

“Ever since the war ended, 
Iraqi oil has always been ex- 
pected back in somewhere 
between six and IS months’ 
time," said an oil analyst in 
London. “It’s been a con- 
stantly depressing factor." 

Since the Gulf war ended 
in February 1991 , benchmark 
North Sea brent crude oil has 
moved in a broad range be- 
tween S13 and $21 a barrel. 
Current prices are nearer the 
bottom of the band at SI 6. 

“There's little prospect of 


oil prices rising significantly 
until Iraqi oil is back on the 
market — the theory is that it 
can’t go up until Iraq comes 
back," the oil analyst said. 

“As soon as the green light 
is given for Iraqi exports, it 
will be weak for three to six 
months but you won't get a 
major recovery in oil prices 
until Iraqi oil is back," he 
added. 

Traders say the spectre of - 
renewed Iraqi exports con- 
stantly helps blunt any threat 
of supply shortages. 

“Iraq hangs like a cloud 
over the market. There's no 
need to buy more oil than is 
needed for normal operation- 
al reasons if you! don't think 
the price is going to rise." a 
refinery trader said. 

Fast-rising supplies from 
non-members of the Orga- 
nisation of the Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) in 
the past two years and 
OPEC's consequent impati- 
ence over its loss of market 
share to rival producers only 
serve to exacerbate the Iraqi 
factor. 

Iraq's absence has left- 
OPEC in a quandary. Happy 
to raise output in 1990 to 
make up for lost Iraqi and 


Kuwait oil, most members 
are now producing at capac- 
ity. Cutting back when Iraq 
returns is not an appealing 
prospect, particularly when 
non-OPEC members are 
soaking up all the extra world 
demand. 

“OPEC finds more and 
more difficulty in reacting to 
any circumstances and for me. 
it's very hard to conceive how 
it would cope with the return 
of Iraq,” says Mr, Pyne of 
UBS. 

But the Iraqi invasion had 
one useful side-effect, market 
analysts say. The crisis was 
the first for adolescent oil 
futures markets. Many oil 
traders learnt an expensive 
lesson in a market which saw 
prices move as much as S10 a 
barrel in a day. 

“I think there has been a 
change of psychology in the 
futures market," Mr. Pyne 
said. 

“Prices used to react to any 
news coming out. What peo- 
ple look .for now is some 
actual threat to supply. .They 
want to see the realistic possi- 
bility of a real fundamental 
change in the market before 
they react," he pointed out. 


Road to Riviera and Maastricht 
is paved with tax for French 


PARIS I AFP) — The first 
day of August marks the 
main holiday month here, a 
time for the French to live up 
to their image, to eat and 
drink well, to flirt on the 
beaches: to take the Riviera 
- road? 

This year, when the clock 
struck midnight, the taxman 
increased the cost of all these 
pleasures with a wave of his 
wand as part of a crisis plan 
to reduce the budget deficit 
and to begin to pay for past 
excesses in state spending. 

The rate of sales tax on 
restaurant meals and wine, 
hotel bills, petrol, and on 
m[?st goods such a| oew cars, 
was hiked from 18.6 to 20.6 - 
per cent. This is an .increase 
of two points or of 10.75 per 
cent in the rate of tax. 

For the French or foreign 
family heading south to the- 
sun, the price of a litre of 
super, unleaded petrol rose 
before dawn bv 10 centimes 
to 5.73 rrane/($1.20). 

In the area around Paris 
the price of public transport 


was increased by 4.4 per cent 
on average. 

The pnce of cigarettes ws 
upped by about six per cent, 
and the average family will 
now pay 55 francs per year 
more than previously for 
electricity. 

The tax on food remains at 
5.5 per cent. 

There are two main 
reasons for this sweep of the 
taxman's hand in the middle 
of the summer: A budget 
deficit which has defied con- 
straint and the corset for de- 
ficits set by the Maastricht 
treaty for economic and poli- 
tical union in Europe. 

The new. conservative gov-, 
erriment installed* following 
the election of Jacques Chir- 
ac as president in May lost 
little time in sounding the 
alarm about the state of the 
books left by the previous 
right-wing administration 
headed by Edouard Balladur: 
A budget deficit set to 
amount to 322 billion ftancs 
(S67.5 billion instead of 275 
billion francs as forecast. 


The target set by Mr. Bal- 
ladur was based on revenue 
of 47 billion francs for priva- 
tisation, which the new gov- 
ernment under Alain Juppe is 
putting aside to reduce the 
national debt, or accumu- 
lated budget deficits of past 
years, in accordance with EU 
regulations, and to streng- 
then the capita] of ailing state 
companies. 

Mr. Juppe said that the 
true budget deficit would 
have been 371 billion francs 
this year, or 15 per cent more 
than the target set by Mr. 
Bahadur. 

Describing, this as a 
“calamty.’! Mr. Juppe said in- 
June that- oife factor was- a 
shortfall of more than 15 
billion francs in revenue. 
“How is this possible when 
the economy is growing at 
three percent?" he enquired. 

Expenditure had been 
under-stated to the extent of 
38 billion francs, of which 
11.7 billion was related to the 
cost of interest on the public 
debt. 


THE Daily Crossword by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Search 
thoroughly 
5 "• — of the 
Jungle" 

10 "The Mouse — 
Roared" 

14 Lulu 

15 Humiliate 

16 Tabled 1 — 

17 Suit to — 

18 — Wars 

19 Jot 

20 Whole being 
22 A lot to listen to 

24 Cravats 

25 Ad— 
(improvises) 

26 Kitchen utensil 
29 Interlock 

33 Made a choice 

34 Cut at an angle 

35 " — Yankee 
Doodle..." 

36 Norse god 

37 Supercharged 
car 

38 Snakes 

39 Can 

40 Salome danced 
for him 

41 — mignon 

42 Work by 
Beethoven 

44 Rolls with holes 

45 Candid 

46 Hideaway 

47 Unchanging 
50 Powerful flows 

54 Rudely brief 

55 Mystical card 

57 Conservative 

58 Poker stake 

59 Notched, as a 
leaf 

60 Youthful ending 

61 Lager 

62 Office gizmo 
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8 "Do — say..." 

9 Telephone part 

10 Dry feeling 

11 Animal foot . 

12 One of the 
Aleutians 

13 Duck . . 

21 German art 

song 

23 Genesis name 

25 Was attracted to 

26 Watchword 

27 Plant pest 

28 14 pounds, in 
England 

29 Lure 

30 Usher’s beat 



31 Urge on 
63 Actress Sommer 32 Endures 
34 Powerful 


DOWN 

1 Chesterfield 

2 Informed about 

3 Come together 

4 Rest 

5 Sword 

6 Touches 

7 Great deal 


businessman 

37 Spumed 

38 Long tail feather 

40 Pueblo Indian 

41 Just 

43 Start to fall 

44 Exchange 
goods 


46 Unfettered 

47 Strikebreaker 

48 Adjust an 
instrument ' 

49 Commedia delP 


50 Fast pace 

51 Mr. Coward 

52 “Star—" 

53 New Year's Eve 
word 

56 Parseghian 


In 1993, in the depths of 
recession, the budget deficit 
rose to 315 billion francs or 
4.45 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product. 

In 1994, with a contribu- 
tion from growth, the deficit 
was reduced by 16.5 billion 
ffancs to 299.1 billion ftancs 
or 4.05 per cent of GDP. 

The government has said 
that it will decide how much 
deficit to allow in the 
accounts for 1996 once it has 
a clear idea of what it must do 
to stay on course for targets 
set at Maastricht. 


Higher oil prices reviving 
Saudi economy in 1995 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia’s economy will 
likely rebound into positive 
growth in 1995 as oil prices 
overshot their forecast level 
iO'tbe state budget and the 
private sector gained momen- 
tum, bankers said Tuesday. 

The world’s largest crude- 
oil producer and exporter has 
assumed an oil price of S14 in 
its 1995 budget but prices 
have so far exceeded that 
level by nearly $3 because of 
unusual discipline by OPEC 
-producers. 

According to Britain’s 
Barclay’s 'Bank, the Saudi 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) was projected to grow 
by 1.5 per cent in real terms 
in 1995 and by more than two 
per cent in the following year 
if oil prices remained stable. 

The study, published in tbe 
London-based A1 Hayat 
newspaper Tuesday, cited 
improvement in oil prices, 
which it said boosted tbe 
kingdom’s income by nearly 
$2.3 billion above projec- 
tions in the first five months 
of 1995. 

It recalled a growth rate of 
as high as nine per cent in 
1990, when crude prices shot 
over $30 and Saudi Arabia 


boosted output by nearly 
three million barrels per day 
(b/d) to make up for a market 
loss of four million b/d caused 
by the halt in exports from 
Iraq and Kuwait during the 
Gulf war. 

“Surely, there will be a 
positive growth rate in real 
terms this year. But how- 
much the GDP will grow 
depends on the movement of 
oil prices in the second half," 
a Saudi banker told AFP by 
telephone from Riyadh. 

Oil exports provide nearly 
90 per cent of Saudi Arabia’s 
income and weak prices have 
created deficits in its budget 
and balance of payments and 
sharply slowed down its eco- 
nomy after rocketing growth 
rates in the early 1980s. 

In nominal terms, the 
Saudi GDP retreated by 
around 0.8 per cent to $120 
billion in 1994 from $121 
billion in 1993 after oil prices 
.dropped to $15.5 from 
$16.33. The decline was in 
the public sector as the pri- 
vate sector grew by nearly 
five per cent in 1994. 

Bankers in Saudi Arabia 
had forecast a further decline 
in 1995 to $119 billion but 


was 


based 


their assumption 
on low oil prices. 

“Our projections early this 
year were that oil prices 
would be lower than in 1994. 
But their improvement 
changes the whole picture," 
a banker ‘said. 

“So far this year, prices 
have increased by more than 
15 per cent and if they main- 
tained their current level, 
then the economy would per- 
form better. Another factor 
is that the private sector is 
expected to record similar 
growth rates as last year due 
to a surge in its investment in 
the kingdom," he pointed 
out. 

In its sixth five-year plan 
announced last month, Saudi 
Arabia set an annual growth 
target of 3.8 per cent but it 
did not give a breakdown for 
each year. The high rate was 
apparently based on better 
performance by the private 
sector. 

Oil prices have averaged 
around $17 this year and eco- 
nomists expect diem to range 
between $16 and $17 by the 
end of 1995. This means they 
wfll be higher by one to SI 3 
, above their 1994 level and 
more than $2 above the price 


Privatisation prompts crime explosion in Russia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
has been plagued by some 
30,000 economic crimes tied 
to the privatisation of state 
property in' the past four 
years, but only a handful of 
cases have been prosecuted, 
top officials said Tuesday. 

Violations have included 
bribery, forged documents 
and investment scams, with 
the majority involving illegal 
trading of privatisation 
vouchers distributed to Rus- 
sian citizens beginning in 
1993. 

Such crimes are illegally 
channeling trillions of roubles 
(billions of dollars) of what 
should be state money into 
private hands, warned Kuz- 
ma Shalenkov, deputy direc- 
tor of the interior ministry's 
department for economic 


crimes. 

But he said Russia lacks 
strict regulations for 
punishing violators, making 
prosecution difficult. 

Mr. Shalenkov also criti- 
cised the privatisation pro- 
cess on the whole for not 
anticipating such violations. 

“We need to establish a 
filter to block this prolifera- 
tion of dirty money," Mr.. 
•Shalenkov told a news con- 
ference. He also called a re- 
cent law on a tougher crimin- 
al code, passed by the lower 
house of Russia’s parliament. 


“not strict enough-’ 

Igor Belousov, head of the 
interior ministry's depart- 
ment for corroption in priva- 
tisation, attributed the low 
number of prosecuted cases 
to inadequate staff and the 
huge proliferation of such 
crimes. 

He said 600 cases of. brib- 
ery of state and other officials 
m connection with privatisa- 
tion had been reported in tbe 
past year. 

In one of the few cases 
under investigation, three top 
officials with a state export 


THE BETTER HALF,. 


.... .i anr.t. > 

By Glasbergsq 



'You know that 'scale of 1 to 10* people 
■talk about? That’s the scale 1 should 
weigh myself on!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
‘by HMii Arnold and Mika Aigirion 


My hato almost bR gone 


, POANC 


n 

- - Jk 

tL - 


(MBETmiKw MadaSsncu. me. 


ROSYR 



f > V > 



DUNIAS 





DREEME 


HE 



Xtonttatolr 
ao hard, Harold 

Z/f - 



WHAT A 

CAN 

TURN INTO. 


Answer here: A 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Y' V V ' V v y " ' v ^ si 

K. vK .A A A 

{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: RIMY SHAKY ADMIRE EYEFUL 
Answer What the tycoon called his son's letter from 
camp — -HE1R*-MAIL 


Peanuts 


50METHIN6 STRANGE 
JS HAPPENING TO ME, 
CHARLIE BROUN.. 

I KEEP HEARING 
AN *E FLAT'' IN 
MV HEAD OVER 
AND OVER.. 

Mi 




HE'S LUCK 1 !'.. I 
KEEP HEARING 
* BALL FOUR ! * 

r^r- 




o m an. 

D0T ■vSWOCAW**"*! 1 "' 1 *™*** 1 
tw>WA L ration rfft 


[I SOL1SWT IT 
k TO WEAR AT 

[thatweodin© 
NEXT WEEK, 



F5 


t'MT'S PERFECT, 
FLO— IT RTS YOU 
AS WELL AS 
TROUBLE FITS 
THAT BLOKE 


F 


OK 



Mutt’n Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 
2, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Right- 
er Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 -to 
April 19) Get your mind 
working on outside- affairs 
concerned with career gnd 
, epic matters, and forget 
1 picayune wishes.-...^.-, ■’ 

j TAURUS: (ApriP 2fftd v 
May 20) Focus on self- 
improvement today and 
forget any private wor 
ties. Make new allies of 
worth who can help your 
progress. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Keep busy at business 
matters and don’t go after 
personal affairs which 
might be difficult to hand-, 
le. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Out- 
side partners will gladly 
go along with your ideas 
today, bnt don't en- 
deavour to get backing 
from bigwigs. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a good day to 
get your tasks completed 
efficiently and not go off 
on any impossible tan- 
gent. Be cooperative with 
a fellow associate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Early to- 
day make the arrange- 
ments for a good time this 
evening, but don’t be ex- 
travagant. Enjoy yourself 
with your loved ones. 

JJBRA: (September 23 to 
Octo ber 22) Be more con- 
cerned with home affairs 
today and steer clear of 
outside contacts who are- 
apt to be self-seeldng. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You are 
able to handle business 
and communication mat- 
ters very well during the 
day today, but avoid such 
this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
oer 22 to December 21) 
Concentrate on how to 
make more money during 
the day so that you will 
not feel lack of enthu- 
siasm. 

JLYw'JET* (Decem - 

t0 January 20) Go 
after personal aims and 

^ U tn av " eve 7 °PPoitun- 
lty to gam them. Steer 

° f ® disagreement al 

borne this evening. 

f Jan uary 21 

Practical methods for 
gaining your aims during 

'"day SB 

C ? l 5 ful tn motion, 
cmlly this evening. 



Jr... . . ' IS a 
day today to gain y 
personal wishes by b< 

sv-ss- 

ssEis.'a 


4 


forecast in the Saudi 1995 

budget. ■ . 

Apart from boosting the 
economy, such an improve- 
ment could restore balance to 
the Saudi budget for the first 
time in nearly a decade, the 
bankers said. 

The Barclay’s Bankjiad a 
similar view. “The oQ price 
stabilisation will finally lead 
to a balance between ^the 
revenues and spending,’ it 
said. 

Saudi Arabia, which pro- 
duces around 12 per cent of 
the world’s total crude sup- 

g lies, projected a budget de- 
rit of $4 billion in 1995 
compared with around 510.66 
billion in 1994. The deficit 
was lower because expen (fi- 
xture was cut tb around S40 
billion from $42.6 billion and 
revenues were forecast to rise 
to $36 billion from $32 bil- 
lion. 

Tbe kingdom’s actual de- 
ficit hit a record $33.6 billion 
in 1991 because of huge pay- 
ments for the liberation of 
Kuwait. Over tbe past de- 
cade, the shortfall has been 
financed through domestic 
borrowing and withdrawal 
from overseas assets. 




. firm were arrested for accept- 
ing more than $100,000 in 
bribes for rent of space in 
federal bpildings in Moscow. 

Many, including Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin, have called such crimes 
a threat to reforms, as budget 
revenues fell short. 
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Some old 
buildings 
at heart 
of Amman 
to be 
demolished 

☆☆HAVING OBTAINED 
court orders to evacuate 
some 15 stores, landowners 
in downtown Amman are set 
to begin demolishing old 
buildings after tenants begin 
evacuating them this month. 
Tenants of the stores have 
put up sales signs because of 
the evacuation. A court order 
was also obtained by the 
landlord of' the building 
known as the Central Cafe' 
(opposite Jabri Restaurant) 
barring the cafe' manage- 
ment from sealing clients on 
the roof terrace overlooking 
Amman's main downtown 
street (A! Dustour). 

☆☆LA VACHE Qui Rie 
triangular cheese made in 
France and weighing 280 
grammes is to be sold to 
consumers for 780 fils.* 
According to prices fixed by 
the Ministry of Supply, the 
carton weighing 400 grammes 
carries a JD 1.150 price tag 
( A1 Ra’i). 

☆☆TRANSPORT MINIS- 
TER Samir Kawar said in a 
reply to a querry by a deputy 
that the Unified Company for 
Organising Land Transport 
was not a public sector com- 
pany but a private sharehold- 
ing limited company. He said 
it was turned to a public 
shareholding company to 
widen the investment base 
and enable clearing and 
transport companies to txiF 
come shareholders. Another 
reason was to raise the capital 
of the company to JD 5 mil- 
lion, to enable it set up sta- 
tions for assembling and ser- 
vicing trucks at selected sites 
on the Kingdom's main roads 
(A! Dustour). 
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Housing Minister Abdul Raz- 
zaq Nsour said the ministry 
would be improving the 
Yajouz-Jubeiha road and the 
shafa Badran road to make it 
a four-lane highway, but the 
implementation would be 
done in stages make depend- 
ing on the financial alloca- 
tions. He pointed out that 
bidders were invited to im- 
prove a 3-kilometre stretch of 
the road from Awajan junc- 
tion and work would start 
after, awarding the tender. 
Dr. Nsour added that, in 
cooperation with the Munici- 
pality of Greater Amman, 
the ministry was taking mea- 
sures to improve the Yajouz- 
Shafa Badran/ Applied Scien- 
ces University road, starting 
next month. He also said that 
a local consultant was con- 
ducting a study to choose an 
appropriate way to connect 
the Yajouz-Shafa Badran 
road with the Sukhneh- 
Jerash road. The study is 
expected to be completed by 
May 1996 (A1 Dustour). 

☆☆JAPAN HAS agreed in 
principle to finance the pro- 
ject of repairing the Amman- 
Jerash-Irbid road damaged at 
different locations by land- 
slides. A Japanese team, cur- 
rently visiting Jordan, will 
submit' a memorandum on 
the JD 3 million project to 
the Japanese government to 
obtain final approval before 
the start of the winter season. 
Other projects to have 
Japanese financing are the A1 
Azraq road to the Iraqi bor- 
der and the Irbid-Nonhem 
Shouneh road (A1 Dustour). 

☆☆ THE PRIME minister 
issued strict instructions tc all 
officials to expedite the 
maintenance and repair work 
at airports in preparation for 
the October Amman Econo- 
mic Summit. According to 
the minister of transport, 
there is a comprehensive 
programme for repairs and 
upgrading the services at 
Queen .Alia International 
Airport (QAIA), Amman 
Civil Airport and Aqaba Air- 
port. Maintenance of the 
QAIA, and especially the 
runways, has been given top 
priority, according to the 
minister (AI Dustour). 


sueTcLnafto Walt Disney to buy Capital Cities/ABC for $ 19 b 

^ 1 V i nr a vir » r | i r*n m •> _ j — . ■ . . _ _ . . ... .. « 

fully reopen 
Oct. 6 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will 
soon finish Japanese- 
financed repairs to a tunnel 
under the Suez Canal, which 
will reopen to full 24-hour 
service on Oct. 6. the official 
news agency MENA has re- 
ported. 

The repairs to Ahmad 
Ha/ned runnel, begun in 
1992, cost $62 million and 
were financed by a Japanese 
grant. 

1 The tunnel, named after an 
Egyptian general killed near- 
by in the 1973 war with 
Israel, measures J.64 
kilometres in length and lies 
metres underwater, connect- 
ing the Sinai peninsula to the 
rest of Egypt. 

Cairo has launched a major 
project for industrial and 
Tourist development in Sinai, 
returned by Israel in 1982. It 
plans to attract some three 
million inhabitants to the re- 
gion, currently home to 
160,000 people, over the next 
23 years. 

The president of the Suez 
Canal company, Mohammad 
Ezzai Adel, quoted by 
MENA, said the construction 
of a bridge over the canal is 
vital to absorb increased traf- 
fic to and from the peninsula. 

Mr. Adel ruled out build- 
ing a second tunnel, saying it 
would impede future plans to 
deepen the canal. Egypt and 
Japan have begun studies for 
a bridge high enough to allow 
shipping to pass underneath. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
Walt Disney Co said late 
Monday it will pay $19 billion 
for Capital Cities/ ABC Inc, 
surprising both Hollywood 
and Wall Street with a deal 
that creates the world's 
largest entertainment com- 
pany. 

In a stunning announce- 
ment, Walt Disney Chairman 
Michael Eisner said Capital 
Cities, owner of the ABC 
television and radio net- 
works, will become a wholly 
owned unit of Disney. 

"Think of all the things we 
can do together,** Disney 
chairman and chief executive 
officer Michael Eisner told a 
news conference, laying out a 
scenario of Disney’s cable ' 
channel combining with 
Capital Cities' ESPN sports 
channel to provide a service 
to be beamed into China and 
India. 

“I am totally optimistic 
that one and one will add up 
to four here," he said, noting 
that India alone has 250 mil- 
lion middle class people hun- 


gry for sports and entertain- 
ment. 

"The merger positions us 
for substantial growth worl- 
dwide and puts us in a strong 
competitive position in an in- 
dustry which, by this transac- 
tion, we are helping to de- 
fine," he said. 

News of the merger sent 
Capital Cities* stock soaring 
$20,125 to $116.25 on the 
New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE) after earlier jumping 
(S24, or 25 per cent. Disney 
shares gained SI. 25 to 
$58,635 in very heavy trad- 
ing, also on the NYSE. 

Disney has long coveted a 
network as a way to reach the 
mass market. While most 
observers had expected Dis- 
ney to make a bid for CBS. 
Inc, the deal with ABC is 
fitting in light of Disney's 
long relationship with the 
network. 

In 1954, a weekly televi- 
sion show cailed "Disney- 
land” began appearing on 
ABC, where it ran for 29 
years. 


Today Disney provides 
ABC with some of its most 
popular programmes such as 
"home improvement.'* 

Under terms of the deal, 
which has been approved by 
both companies' boards. 
Capital Cities shareholders 
will have the right to receive 
one share of Disney common 
stock and 565 in cash, for a 
total of S122.25 for each of 
their shares. 

With access to ABC's vast 
network of 225 television 
affiliate stations, Disney can 
provide a direct pipeline for 
its films and videos, reaching 
into millions of homes. 

Disney also gains interests 
in cable stations like ESPN, 
rhe all- sports network, and 
several successful publica- 
tions. 

The two companies had 
combined annual revenues in 
1991 of approximately Si 6.5 
billion. 

The combined enterprise 
will be known as the Wait 
Disney company and be led 
by Mr. Eisner, who will con- 


tinue as chairman and chief 
executive officer Mr. Murphy 
will join Disney's board of 
directors. 

The takeover, the biggest 
so far in 1995 and among the 
largest ever, comes less than 
10 years after Capital Cities 
acquired ABC for S3.5 bil- 
lion. 

. Analysts say the announce- 
ment shows the importance 
networks will play in the con- 
verging entertainment world 
of television, film, computers 


and interactive devices. 

"The broadcast networks, 
despite all the news of their 
demise, continue to be the 
strongest platform for attract- 
ing mass audiences and as a 
result the strongest plastform 
for attracting mass advertis- 
ers,** said management con- 
■sultarvt Michael Wolf of 
Booz, Allen and Hamilton. 

Once regarded as a dying 
breed, networks are suddenly 
back in demand, with experts 
predicting all three major 


U.S. networks could be in 
new hands before the end of 
next year. 

According to industry 
sources, Westinghouse is 
close to buying CBS for 
around S5 billion. Shares of 
CBS rose $1,875 to $77,625 
after the Disney news. NBC, 
which is owned by General 
Electric O. (G.E.) has been 
frequently mentioned as a 
possible merger candidate' 
but has thus far remained 
with G.E. 


Bank of Japan makes emergency 
loans to failed credit union 


TOKYO (AFP) — The Bank 
of Japan provided emergency 
credit to the failed Cosmo 
Credit Cooperative Tuesday 
in the first such move for 30 
years despite a cold shoulder 
from the finance ministry. 

Tlie bank acted as deposi- 
tors continued to withdraw 
savings and amid press critic- 
ism of indecision by author- 
ities in handling this example 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One Sterling 
One ounce of 


1.3648/58 

Canadian dollar 

1.3852/62 

Deutschemarks 

1.5522/32 

Dutch guilders 

1.1516/26 

Swiss francs 

28.47/51 

Belgian francs 

4.7827/77 

French francs 

1591.2/2.2 

Italian lire 

88.35/45 

Japanese yen 

7.0925/25 

Swedish crowns 

6.1370/20 

Norwegian crowns 

5.3825/75 

Danish crowns 

1.5958/68 

U.S. dollar 

$382.00/382.40 

U.5. dollars 


of weekness in the banking 
system here. 

A central bank official de- 
clined to disclose the amount 
provided-to the Cosmo which 
was shut down by the Tokyo 
metropolitan government on 
Monday after an unpre- 
cedented run on its deposits. 

"The amount reflected de- 
posits withdrawn from Cos- 
mo Credit today," the official 
said. 

Withdrawals were esti- 
mated by media reports to 
amount to 19.2 billion yen 
(S220 million) late Tuesday. 
TTiis was far less than the 
figure of 60 billion yen on 
Monday but took the total of 
fands withdrawn to* 18 per 
cent of deposits. 

The Bank of Japan’s move 
came despite an assertion by 
Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemora earlier Tuesday 
that it was best that the cen- 
tral bank and finance minis- 
try “do not play an active 
role" in solving problems at 
CosmtL . 

In Japan, the prodentiaJ 
supervision - of credit' unions 
falls^tnttJbr the jurisdiction of 
local governments rather 
than of the central bank. 

But in a statement released 
Monday the Bank of Japan 
said that "all necessary 
steps." including the exten- 


sion of loans under section 25 
of the Bank of Japan law, 
would be taken to ensure that 
adequate funds were avail- 
able to meet withdawals. 

Under this section of the 
law — last used when 
Yamaichi Securities Co. Ltd. 
was rescued from bankruptcy- 
in 1965 — the central bank 
may provide unsecured loans 
to maintain stability of the 
financial system. 

The finance ministry said 
in June that it would invoke 
the article in emergency cases 
only as pan of wider mea- 
sures to deal with chronic bad 
debt problems inherited in 
the late 1980s. These are 
estimated to amount to near- 
ly 50 trillion yen. 

In an about-face from ear- 
lier opposition to help bail 
out two scandal-plagued cre- 
dit unions which also fall 
under his jurisdiction. Tokyo 
Governor Yukio Aoshima in- 
dicated earlier that the local 
government was ready to 
provide between 15_ billion 
yen and 20~ bilfidri yen to' 
'support OrsiiTO?' ^ 

“Rescuing credit"' unions 
that persisted with reckless 
management is one thing and 
spending money to protect 
depositors of a credit union 
after it goes under is 
another,” Mr- Aoshima said. 


** XX* JUNTO XJUL 

U0C5ZHC BMW CEHTER JUOlMf - SHMBIGAJtZ 

XELKPHOMBr 607171 / 607179 

OSGA K lira ^ KXRKKT 3HM0C PRI C K LIS T FOB TU0BDJUT 01/08/1995 

eowrtr's nua — 


HIM 8JUTX FZc 
JORDAN R&TZOHA1. BANK 
MIDDLE EAST BfVBSZHEHT BANK. 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN CULT BABB ■ 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BASK 

UK IO« BAKE FOR SAVING A HtVX&TKiaiT 

BOB INXS9 BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT £ TLttAMCE BANK 

Aitour bank raft investment 

ARAB BAMT1HG COR7ORAT20B/ JOBDAM 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH IHSIOtAttCE 

3 a 


D R A V C E 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC VOMER 
JORDAN aATTOSAL SHIPPING LZNSS 
NATXORAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
JORDAN PRESS roUHDATIOB / KLSA’l 
VETTED KXO0LB BAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB IN T ER . FOR ZEVBSTEEHI 6 EDUCATION 

Mm private mmrERsxnr 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


NO. OF 
SHARKS 
TRADES 

380 
' 633 
600 
303 
13600 
1260 
7342 
1250 
364 
19772 
316 

49902 


1 1000 

11000 


41816 

690 

3700 

1000 

200 

11350 

ISO 

2200 

61090 



VALUE PKEV. CLOSIHG 
TRADED CLOSIHG PRICE 
JD PRICE 


B129B 
2810 
7S6 
' 851 

15115 
4682 
31595 
4775 
1436 

20863 

1768 


168933 INDEX NUMBER i 177.30 
CHARGE : *0.25* 


213.250 
4.400 
1.260 
2.630 
1.120 
' 3.740 
4.350 
3.800 
3.920 
l.ObO 
5.500 


214.000 

4.500 

1.260 

2.810 

1.120 

3.750 

4.190 

3.820 

3.970 

1.050 

5.620 


29700 


2.700 2.700 


29700 INDEX RDXSEKi 235.02 
CHANGE I 0.00X 


69857 
1679 
829B 
1180 
1980 
2 -.527 
486 
J049 


1.640 

2.880 

2.720 

L.1B0 

9.950 

2.200 

3.200 

1.390 


1.680 
2. 890 
2.250 
1.180 
9.900 
2.160 
3.240 
1.390 


111283 INDEX NUMBER: 127.72 
CBAHCS : ‘•‘0.531 


J0RDA8 TOBACCO £ CZGMCttlSS 

396 

12880 

31.500 

30.000 

HTTMltfEBP CONST. MAXDUXt. MMEUFftCTURIJIO 

EDO 

S93 

1.190 

1.190 

THE JORDAN CEMSMT FACTORIES 

10349 

39277 

3.750 

3.800 

JOKDAK PHOSPHATE MI tot 3 

2970 

9041 

3.020 

3.050 

■BBt ARAB POTASS 

200 

1010 

5.050 

5.060 

JORUM PETROLEQH RBITMUEZ 

93B3 

90686 

10.490 

10.500 

TUX UmOSTBIAL COKHXBCXAL fi AORICULTDRAL 

236 

783 

3.320 

3.330 

ARAB PHAPMACEOTICAI. MAHOFACTORUKl 

5440 

27893 

5.040 

5.180 

JtSDAB CERAMIC IHOCS TRIES 

450 

2629 

5.8S0 

5.8B0 

JOXDAH DAIRY 

600 

1380 

2.350 

2.300 

13 JORDAN PIPES MAJtOPACTDRXao 

600 

1300 

2.550 

2.600 

HPIKKIKO b UKAVIBG 

200 

402 

2.000 

2.010 

SAFZA TMDDSTRTBB 

5S0- 

13B6 

2.520 

2.320 

DAK AL DABA DKVRLOPKXUT 6 lUVESnotK 

6SS 

5064 

7.900 

7.950 

ABAS mVKSTMSKT & JjmHATIOUM. TRADE 

3032 

2274 

.780 

.750 

ARAB AUBOMnar IKDtJSTRY 

2250 

11495 

5.100 

5.110 

LIVESTOCK fi POOLTRY 

7973 

3747 

.460 

.470 

eXRBXAL IHVBSTNKKT 

960 

2210 

2.600 

2.600 

ARM PAPER CONVERT! NC G TRADING 

500 

710 

1.400 

1.420 

NATIONAL STEEL XHDOSTKY 

200 

526 

2.600 

2.630 

RAT! ORAL ZHDDSfATBS 

BUS 

8764 

1.090 

1.080 

IMZERMXDZATB PBTPO-CBBWICM. IBD08TRIE3 

XOO 

225 

2.220 

2.260 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL XHDD5TRTES 

100 

113 

1.130 

1.130 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH/ JIMOO 

400 

247 

.620 

.610 

JORDAB mPBD-CBBKICAT^ 

1100 

1777 

1.590 

l7S20 

ARAB CEHTBX FOR PHAPft- £ CHEMICALS 

100 

220 

2.170 

2.200 

UNIVERSAL MODXUM INDUSTRIES 

32640 

110936 

3.3S0 

3.400 

JORDAN XHDHSTREAL RESOURCES CO. 

42B0 

8986 

2.090 

2.120 

J0MSM HEN GABLE OCMPAKX 

12600 

21626 

1.710 

1.740 

INTERMAT1CHAL TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 

1248 

1788 

1.420 

1.430 

UOZOn CHEMICAL A VBOAX1ABLE OIL XNOQSTRI 

19097 

42160 

a.lBO 

'2.210 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

127048 

411486 

INDEX XUMBIR: 
CHAWS t 

130.86 

tO.98^ 

GRAND TOTAL 

246040 

726403 

INDEX NUMBER) 
CHANGE l 

154.<& 

tO.Bl* 

■0. OF TRADED SNARES IN PARALLEL MBEET 
VALOR TRADED IV PARALLEL MARKET 


200996 

146633 






FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished *1 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

Td. 810605 , B 106 Q 9. 810520 
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Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytunt (| 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - 11-JO pjn. 

* ToL: 8616$$ 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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Sex, drugs and money top the IAAF agenda 


GOTHENBURG. Sweden 
(AFP) - Sexual politics, drug 
bans and prize money will 
top the agenda here this 
week, as Primo Nebiolo 
seeks a fifth mandate as 
president of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF). 

The sports supreme body, 
the IAAF council, is to be-? 
reelected at a congress meet- 
ing on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the eve of the 
nine-day extravaganza of the 
world championships. 

Nebiolo, who took over 
from Dutchman Adrien 
Paulen in 1981. has taken 
world athletics from relative 
poverty to a position of con- 
siderable wealth. The 1992- 
QOfiudget totalled $120 mil- 
lion. 

The championships which 
officially open on Friday are 
the fifth to be held since 
1983. and they now rank 
third behind footballs World 


Cup and the Olympic Games 
for its global TV audience. 

Not surprisingly, the 72- 
year-old Italian who has 
engineered this transforma- 
tion is standing unopposed. 

For despite a limited 
amount of opposition led by 
Ollan Cassell, head of USA 
Track and Field, most 
regional officials are grate- 
ful for the way that Nebiolo 
has brought money into the 
sport. 

Maurice Nicholas, boo- 
ourary secretary of the Asian 
Amateur Athletic Associa- 
tion, said: “In the old days. I 
had ro find my own funds. 
Now the IAAF gives us an 
administration grant running 
our office. “Wi ft money you 
can do things.” 

Women are to be the next 
recipients of Nebiolo’s gen- 
erosity. 

The men- only council is 
set to increase from 25 to 27 
members, with the two extra 


seats reserved for women. 

Nebiolo, who has 
described the proposal as 
“historic”, sees it as a way of 
ending sexual discrimina- 
tion in athletics officialdom. 

However, the idea has not 
been universally popular 
with the existing council. 

Eight candidates are stand- 
ing. including three Olympic 
champions — Romanian 
high-jumper Iolanda Balas, 
Polish sprinter Irena 
Szewinska and 1984 
Olympic gold medallist 
Moroccan 400 metre hurdler 
Nawal A1 Moutawalril. 

Drugs will also be on the 
agenda, ostensibly to match 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) in recom- 
mending that the current 
four-year ban for steroid- 
class drugs be reduced to a 
minim um of two years. 

The IOC is keen to have a 
uni form punishment for 
drug abuse hi sport, but is 


also trying to avoid federa- 
tions being hauled through 
the courts. 

Legislation in some coun- 
tries puts a two-year ceiling 
on suspensions, while a 
handful of athletes — such 
as German sprinter Kanin 
Krabbe and American 400m 
world record holder Butch 
Reynolds — have chal- 
lenged IAAF rulings in civil 
courts. 

Not on the agenda, but 
almost certain to be dis- 
cussed. will be British run- 
ner Diane Modabl. The 1990 
Commonwealth 800m 
champion had a four-year 
ban overturned on appeal 
last week by the British Ath- 
letics Federation — a verdict 
which has not gone down 
well with the IAAF. 

Her case was referred on 
Monday to arbitration, with 
the IAAF adding a stinging 
footnote that it “was not sat- 
isfied with the appeal pan- 


els’ decision” and had 
ordered a third test on 
Modahls sample. 

Modahl’s defence in Lon- 
don had successfully argued . 
that high levels of the male 
hormone testosterone could 
have been caused by the 
unrefrigerated storage of her 
sample at a laboratory in 
Lisbon (see separate story). 

However, the meeting will 
not be complete without talk 
of money. 

At the Stuttgart World 
Championships in 1993, 

winning athletes were 

rewarded with Mercedes 
Benz cars instead of cash. 
However, their managers 
insisted that things would be 
different in Gothenburg. 

They’re not. Gold medal- 
lists will again be banded the 
keys to a gleaming German 
saloon, but the push now is 
to finalise cash prizes for the 
1997 World Championships 
in Athens. 


IAAF under fire over Modahl decision 


LONDON (AFP) - British 
athletic chiefs on Tuesday 
criticised the IAAF, the 
world governing body, for 
its decision to take the Diane 
Modahl drugs case to arbi- 
tration. 

The IAAF decided on the 
move at Monday's council 
meeting in Gothenburg 
which considered her suc- 
cessful appeal against a 
four-year drugs ban. 

But British Athletic Feder- 
ation (BAF) spokesman 
Tony Ward said on Tuesday 
his federation would tell the 
IAAF that the evidence 
given by ModahTs team 
raised enough doubts about 
the original conviction to 
reverse the guilty verdict. 

Modahl herself said she 
fears she may not get a fair 
hearing by the IAAF panel 
and called for a “summit” 
meeting of top scientists 
from both sides to discuss 


the ramifications of her case. 

We believe that the evi- 
dence that was brought 
before our appeal panel 
raised sufficient doubt for us 
to clear Diane. That is what 
we will be going to the arbi- 
tration panel of the IAAF to 
say.” Ward told BBC radio. 

I think we regret very 
much that they didn't wait to 
read the transcript of the 
whole hearing and gain the 
evidence that was put before 
that appeal panel before they 
made their decision,” he 
added. 

The dispute puts the 
British federation on colli- 
sion course with the IAAF, 
hut ward continued : It is 
not the first time we have 
been into a head-to-head 
with the IAAF. 

We did it last September 
when we decided to keep 
our women’s team in the 
IAAF World Cup in London 


because Diane had not. up to 
that time, had a hearing. 

We are quite used to being 
bead-to-bead with the IAAF. 
I think that what the IAAF 
have failed to realise is that 
it was a very good panel. 

I don’t think they are just 
picking on us but many 
otter federations tend to fall 
into line with whatever the 
IAAF wants to do. 

We in Britain have always 
wanted to see in all these 
cases is that justice is done 
and justice is seen to be done 
for (he athlete in question,” 
he added. 

The IAAF will now 
request a new analysis of the 
residual of Modahl’s origi- 
nal urine sample, still 
retained by a Lisbon labora- 
tory. 

But Modahl’s lawyer, 
Tony Morton-Hooper, said 


the afolete fears that she will 
not receive a fair hearing 
from the world governing 
body. 

"She has been deeply dis- 
turbed by previous public 
announcements made by the 
IAAF which indicate that 
she may not receive a sym- 
pathetic bearing," said Mor- 
ton-Hooper. 

There could be nothing 
more odd than a sports gov T 
eming body making a deci- 
sion about a case before hav- 
ing all the relevant informa- 
tion. 

In simple terms, Diane was 
first convicted on the basis 
of bad science by the Lisbon 
laboratory. Her appeal suc- 
ceeded on the basis of good 
science from impeccable 
sources ” he added. 

Modahl wants the IAAF to 
reconsider the decision to 
call her to an arbitration. 


She declared: “We know 
that bad storage can lead to 
urine samples becoming 
heavily infected and gener- 
ally contaminated. 

We also know that what 
happens in heavily contami- 
nated samples can actually 
create the very banned sub- 
stance for which the scien- 
tists are testing. That is wbat 
happened in my case and 
must never happen again ” 
she added. 

The 1990 commonwealth 
800m champion also wants a 
summit meeting of top sci- 
entists to debate tbe issues 
raised by her case. 

We will know more about 
tbe extent of tbe risk only if 
all these high-powered sci- 
entists get together, not in an 
adversarial setting such as 
before an arbitration panel, 
but in an -anno sphere of sci- 
entific collaboration," she 
said. 


Russian team exercising 

The coach for the Russian synchronised swimming team works the team 
through drills July 31 at the Georgia Tech Aquatic Centre, site for .the 
Centennial Olympic Games’ aqautic venue. It will be the first Olympic 
venue to be opened, on August 1. The $17 million Aquatic Centre is part 
of nearly $500 million in ACOG construction projects(Reuters photo) 



’ .• 

I- 'I' ‘ , * 

" ... - 
..<* >• ; . . 



. .. 


Christie never tested at home 

LONDON (R) - Olympic and world 100 metres champion 
Linford Christie has admitted he has never faced a random 
dope test at borne because the British Sports Council does 
not have his address. 

A television programme broadcast on Monday said mem- 
bers of the British Athletic Federation have Christie’s 
address but have not passed it on to the sports council who 
conduct the tests. 

“Tbe fact that the sports council didn't know where I lived 
is very concerning for me but, you know, it still doesn't alter 
the fact that I'm tested a very large proportion of the time,” 
Christie said on the programme. 


Chinese police accused 
of inciting spectator 
violence at soccer match 


BEUING (AFP) - The Chi- 
nese Football Association 
has started an inquiry into 
crowd troubles when police 
were said to have incited 
fans to violence during a 
match in the Shandong 
province capital, a report 
said Tuesday. 

During the first half of the 
Chinese FA Cup semi-final 
between Jinan-Taishan and 
Beijing-Guo'an last week- 
end, Jinan fans began throw- 
ing bottles, cans, nails and 
bricks at opposing support- 
ers, tbe Beijing Youth Daily 
said. 

The Jinan fans were 
watched by police who 
called to them to throw 
harder, tbe paper, charged. 

“We couldn't understand 


why the police didn’t stop it 
at once. They even shouted 
to tbe Jinan fans to throw 
higher and harder,” said a 
journalist present at the 
match. 

One Beijing-Guo'an sup- 
porter needed stitches in the 
head after being hit by a hag 
of ice. 

After the match, 200 Bei- 
jing fans following their 
club to an away game for the 
first time, were refused 
police protection when they 
returned to their buses, the 
paper said. 

Violence has erupted at 
past matches between Chi- 
nese and foreign teams, but 
this was tbe first reported 
case at a domestic game. 


IAAF ready to probe controversial record 


GOTHENBURG. Sweden 
(R) - International Athletic- 
schiefs are ready to study 
controversial video pictures 
before ratifying Cuban Ivan 
Pedroso’s world record 
breaking long jump at last 
Saturday's Sestriere athlet- 
ics meeting. 

Doubts have been cast 
over the official wind read- 
ing for the leap when 
Pedroso appeared to take 
advantage of a rare lull in' 
agusting Hvind in foe Italian 
ski resort to achieve his 
recordjump of 8.96 metres. 

Some spectators said they 
saw a man standing in front 
of the wind measuring 
machine alongside foe track 
just before foe 22-year-old 
Pedroso set off down the 
runway. 

International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation (iaaf) Gen- 
eral Secretary 1st van Gyulai 


i- Ij.". 

said on Tuesday the lAAF’s 
technical committee would 
be prepared to look at video 
material of the incident if 
necessary. 

“We want all our world 
records to be watertight,” 
Gyulai said.' “If necessary 
we are prepared to look at 
video evidence.” 

Thick, low-lying clouds 
sweeping across foe exposed 
stadium during tbe event 
meant the wind gauge was 
out of vision for official tele- 
vision cameras filming foe 
event. 

But video taken by an 
amateur cameraman along- 
side the track clearly shows 
someone in a blue jacket 
standing very near to foe 
machine. German Television 
pictures, broadcast on Satur- 
day, also showed a figure in 
a blue anorak at the scene. 


Pedrqso’s jump beat 
American Mike Powell’s 
previous record of 8.95 
metres set at the Tokyo 
World Championships in 
1991. ’ 

On a chilly, blustery day, 
only one other competitor in 
foe long jump managed to 
make a leap with the wind 
level below foe legal limit of 
2.0 metres per second. 

The wind was recorded at 
1.2 metres per second when 
Pedroso made ‘ his world 
record leap. Just before U.S. 
athlete Kareem Streete- 
Thompson Jumped 8.20 
metres with ad illegal 4.4 
metre tailwind. 

The Cuban athlete, enjoy- 
ing a magnificent season, 
recorded four valid jumps in 
all, an early jump with a 
wind assistance above the 
2.0 metre threshold then 


three in a row. well under, 
mat level, culminating in the 
world record leap. 

Gyulai said the IAAF 
always studied tbe circum- 
stances of world records. In 
foe past they had decided not 
to ratify a world record after 
certain ■ evidence was 
brought showing an athlete 
had broken the rules. 

“We always collect all the 
evidence to check every- 
thing is in order,” Gyulai 
said. “We must make sure 
that world records are estab- 
lished in ordinary circum- 
stances." 

Gyulai .refused to com- 
ment on whether the IAAF 
regarded the possibility of a 
man standing in front of the 
wind measuring machine as 
“ordinary circumstances”, 
adding the technical 

committee would look at 
all the evidence. 


4 


V 


Diego Maradonna says he 
would never set foot in U.S. 

'Daughters to miss meeting Mickey Mouse' 


BUENOS AIRES (.AFP) - 
Argentinian footballing 
tragedy Diego Maradona 
said here on cuesday that be 
would never again set foot in 
foe United States, and there- 
fore bis daughters would 
miss meeting Mickey 
Mouse on a trip to Disney- 
world, after he was only 
given an eight day visa 
instead of foe 10 year visas 
his Boca Junior teammates 
received. 

Tbe world’s most fascinat- 
ing if controversial foot- 
balling figure said: “They 


refused to grant me a proper 
visa because 1 admire and 
like Fide! Castro and I 
believe that Cbe Guevara is 
the greatest person of all 
tune.” 

Maradonna has not 
enjoyed good relations with 
foe American authorities 
since being testing positive 
in a dope test at last year's 
World Cup for which he is 
still serving a suspension 
and would not have been 
able to play in the friendly 
tournament in New York. 

The former Napoli player 


said he was subjected to: “a 
humiliating and discrimina- 
tory questionnare,” at the 
American consulate in 
buenos aires. 

The two time World Cup 
finalist, who is still idolised 
in Argentina, said: “They 
asked roe the most extraor- 
dinary questions. Such as 
did I still take or sell drugs. I 
don't think the Americans 
for example are that pure 
and clean.” t 

Maradonna, who will earn 
about $8 million over two 
years at Boca, showed flash- 


es of brilliance in last year's 
World Cup scoring against 
Greece and creating one of 
the goals against Nigeria. 

His splendid and enterpris- 
ing teammates banished the 
horrible memories of 1990 
when they hacked and 
kicked their way to defeat in 
the final at foe hands of Ger- 
many. They played foe best 
football seen in the tourna- 
ment but once be was 
removed they looked slight- 
ly lost and ended up losing 
2-3 to Roumania in the last 
16. 


Connors downs Borg 
in Mentadent tourney 

DEARBORN, michigan ( AP) - Jimmy Connors, rallied to 
beat Bjom Borg 0-6, 6-4. 6-4 on Monday in the final of the 
Mentadent Champions. 

Connors, who earned 540.000 in the S 150,000 tournament, 
has won 13 of 15 events on the 35-and-over tour since it 
began in 1 993 and has beaten Borg eight straight times 
"I started hitting the ball sooner and deeper, his °ame 
dropped just a little in foe third set and i took advantage of 
it.” Connors said. "1 haven’t seen anyone play like Bor® in 
along time.” J ® 

Borg led 4-2 in the third set. 

Tt was my match to win and it was just a matter of one 
point tonight. Borg said. Pomtwise, I lost, but to me I won- 
tonight. ' 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHIMTOLPHItt 

presents 

Jurassic 

Park 

Dircted by 
Steven Spielberg 

Shows: 1230, 330. 6:15, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PMSZH 

Kama! Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 
in 

Easy to Get 

( Arabic ) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 530. 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Ahmad Zaki. Layla Alwy 
and Mahmmoud Hamedeh 

The Thierd Man 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230. 330. 6:15. 830. 1030 

CONCORD “2* 

Only you 

Shows: 3:30. 5:30 


TEL:6 18274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa”’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfef’ 


ftofcfl Muhin! Thvutre 

TEL:675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeer Issa 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmani. Mohammad Husseint 
and Issam A1 Hanbali 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.if- 


Naba & Htehara's Tel:625 1 5b 

flHLCT THEfiTUE 

presents 

(Ahian lathee’) 
Welcome 

Normalisation 

-Shows start at 8:30 pm 
For reservation please rail 
“■ 625155 £5Si CaU 
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Police beat Corinthians' players after game 


Jordan Times, August 2, 1955 


SAO PAULO, Brazil 
MAP) - On the field, 
the battle with 
Palmeiras ended in a 
draw. Off the field, 
Corinthians took a 
bearing. 

State police with 
clubs beat Corinthians 
players as they board- 
ed the team bus after 
Sunday’s 1-1 tie in the 
opening game of the 
Sao Paulo stale cham- 
pionship. 

The main victim 
was all-star midfield- 
er Ze Elias, consid- 
ered, a likely starter on 
Brazil’s Olympic 
team. He was severely 
beaten on the left 
elbow and taken to a 


hospital. 

Although. X-rays 
showed no fracture, a 
cast was put on his 
arm. 

Team doctors listed 
his condition as 
doubtful for the 
deciding game next 
Sunday. 

. The violence report- 
edly started after a fen 
swore at a Corinthian 
player as the team 
boarded the bus and a 
reserve player, Eze- 
quiel, stepped our of 
the bus and went after 
the fan. The police 
held him and the other 
Corinthian players 
back, and gave Ze 
Elias a bearing in the 


melee. 

~One policeman 

pulled a gun and said 
Til shoot. Hi shoot'." 
Ze Elias said in a tele- 
vised interview. 

“Another took his 
club and hit me five 
or six rimes on the 
arm." 

TV footage showed 
Corinthians forward 
Viola, a member of 
Brazil's 1994 World 
Cup champions, lung- 
ing out of the team 
bus to attack police, 
and teammates strug- 
gling to restrain him. 

The team filed a 
criminal assault com- 
plaint against the 
policeman who 


allegedly hit Ze Elias. 
The complaint only 
named that officer. 

“The police officer 
said he was a 
Palmeiras fan,” Jose 
Mansur Farah, presi- 
dent of the Connthi- 
ans Club, told the 
daily Folha de Sao 
Paulo. 

The game was held 
in Ribeirao Preio. a 
farming city about 
200 miles (320 kilo- 
metres) north of Sao 
Paulo. The site was 
chosen so the gome 
could be televised live 
to Sao Paulo and 
because the city’s 
largest stadiums were 
closed for repairs. 


Corinthians players 
complained that the 
refereeing was partial 
and favored 

Palmeiras, the 
defending national 
and state champion. 

Palmeiras scored 
the tying goal four 
minutes into injury 
time. 

Corinthians holds 
an advantage in the 
final series because of 
Its superior record in 
the regular season. 
The team can win the 
title next Sunday with 
a tie in regulation 
time and another tie in 
the 30-minute over- 
time period. 
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Sampson to 
coach U.S. 
National 
team 

PRINCETON, New Jersey 
(AP) — Steve Sampson, 
who led the U.S. national 
soccer team to a string of 
unexpected successes this 
t summer as interim coach, 
will get the full-rime job. 

Sampson, who has been 
running the team since 
April following the ouster 
of Bora Milutinovic, will 
be officially appointed 
Wednesday at a news con- 
ference at Giants Stadium 
in East Rutherford, New 
Jersey. 

Sampson was told by 
U.S. Soccer President Alan 
Rothenberg last Friday the 
position was his. 

"If this is the result of 
some successful results, all 
the better," Sampson said 
Monday from the hotel 
where the team is training 
for this weekend’s Par- 
malat Cup. "I've '-been 
given an opportunity now 
and I’m going to continue 
to do my besL” 

U.S. Soccer initially 
wanted a coach with an 
extensive international 
resume. But Sampson's 
direction in leading the 
Americans to the U.S. Cup 
'95 title and a startling 
fourth-place finish in the 
America cup seems to have 
brought a change in think- 
ing. - 

"We had wanted some- 
one with a lot of interna- 
tional experience, but 
Steve is learning on the job 
and will continue to learn," 
U.S. Soccer , Executive 
Director Hank Steinbrech- 
er told USA Today. “He’s 
proved his worth. He’s 
proved that he can coach 
the national team.” 
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LISTEN TO THE TALE 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 

NORTH 

* J9 3 2 

•7 A 4 

v A Q8 

* Q 10 7 S 

WEST EAST 

* Void * A 10 8 6 

: 0 8 6 3 K J 10 0 2 

. J 7 6 5 2 0 94 

*8643 ♦ At 

SOUTH 

* K*Q 7 6 4 

?7B 

0 K 10 3 

* K J9 
The bidding: 

East South W«t North 

17 1* 2 T 4 * 

Pui Pan Put 

Opening lead: Three of C 1 

Pay attention in the auction. It 
contains a lode of information jual 
wailing to be mined. 

The auction teas straightforward. 
South had to have a reasonably good 
hand to overcall one heart with one 
-pade , since the bid had no preemp- 
tive value. That made North's jump 
to game a sound venture. 

West led a low heart token by the 
ure. Since there was no nay lo avoid 
surrendering □ trick in both hearts 
and dubs, the contract hinged on 
losing no more than one trump 
trick. The only danger of losing two 
tncks lay >o a 4-0 spliL The nine of 
spades waa moot inviting— it could 
be used U> finesse for the ten should 
West show up with four inimpe. At 
trick two. therefore, declarer led a 
low apode from dummy. East pro- 
duced the six and declarer rose with 
the king. When West showed out 
declarer hod to concede a second 
trump. 

The auction was oH declarer 
should haw needed to paint the way 
to the warning line. East was virtu- 
ally marked with the ace of spades 
by the opening bkL Therefore, if any 
defender bald four spades, it had lo 
be East. 

The jack of spades should have 
been led from the table si Inch two, 
l. ying to lie ace. But with the ipadr 
posh ion now an open book, drda rr r 
am use dummy's high diamonds u 
entries, fint w lead the nine of 
apitdei, forcing East to cover with 
the ten and being captured by the 
queen and then to lead another 
trump for the marked finesse 
against Baal's eight. So simple H la 
like playing with glass cards. 
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Schumacher 
decides to 
put off 
wedding 

COLOGNE, Germany 
(AP) - Formula One 
champion Michael Schu- 
macher postponed his 
wedding Tuesday after a 
newspaper got wind of it 
and swarms of reporters 
began arriving in the 
racer's home town, a 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman for the 
town of Kerpen, near 
Cologne, told the Associ- 
ated Press that the 26- 
year-old Schumacher’s 
.marriage with Coriona 
Betsch, 27, scheduled for 
the Kerpen city hall at 1 i 
a.m., would take place 
unannounced later. 

The church ceremony 
will occur Saturday at a 
chapel in the Petersberg 
Guest House near Bonn, 
which is usually used to 
house state visitors. The 
road to the hilltop hotel 
will ^. sealed off Friday 
nighib'-M--- 
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Women’s national team 
from Asian championship 

Salti chosen among top 5 players 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
women’s national basketball 
team returned home early 
Tuesday morning after tak- 
ing pan in the 16th Asian 
Basketball Championship 
for Women, which was held 
in the Japanese City of 
Shizuoka from July 24-30. 

Taking pan in the competi- 
tion for the first time, the 
Kingdom’s team finished 
fifth in Level B which also 
included teams from Hong 
Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines. Level A included. 
China, Korea, Japan, Tai- 
wan, Kazakhstan and Kyr- 
gizsfan. 

While the team was warm- 
ly welcomed for their first 
participation by the organis- 
ers and other delegations, 
Jordan’s players and offi- 
cials were delighted when 
the team’s top scorer, 
Jumana Salti, was chosen 
among the top five Asian 
players in Level B and 
received her award from the 
mayor of Shizuoka together 
with two players from Thai- 
land (Maliwan Lekla and 
Somtawil Benarlee) and one 
each from Hong Kong (Ho 
Ching) and Malaysian (Chin 
Fong). 

Salti was Jordan's top 
scorer and rebounder, aver- 
aging 16.8 points per game 
(see table). 

Three-time winners and 
defending champions China 
won the Level A title after a 
94-69 win over South 
Korea, while Japan came in 
third after a 68-65 win over 
Taiwan. 

Thailand won the Level B 
title and will play in Level A 
in the 1997 championship 
which is expected to be held 
in Hong Kong M , 


China's 204- 
centimetre tall 
giant Zheng Haix- 
ia was chosen the 
tournament's most 
valuable player as 
she also got 
awards for top 
rebounder and was 
named on the tour- 
nament’s Level A 
“dream team" 
together with 
teammate Xin Li, 

Korea’s Chung 
Soon, Taiwan’s 
Wei Chien and 
Japan's Chikako 
Murakami. 

China's Xin Li 
was chosen the 
tournament's top 
scorer, Japan’s 
Takako Kato top 
defensive ‘player. 

China's Zongqing 
Ma top free ; 
throw shooter. 

Korea’s Chun lop 
three point shoot- 
er and teammate Chun Sook 
top assist. 

The only Arab team in the 
12-nation tournament, Jor- 



dan finished fifth in the 


Jordan's Jumana Salti goes through Indonesia's defence in the 
national team's last match in the tournament. Salti was chosen one of 
Asia's top five players 

Level B tournament after 
defeating Indonesia 58-55 
on the final day. 

Other results came as fol- 
lows: 


Phi lippi nes-Jordan 


The 
79-41 

MaJavsia-Jordan 82-38 
Hong Kong - Jordan 65-45 
Thailand- Jordan 7 1 -42 


Final 

standings 

Level A 

1 — 

i Jordan's top scorers 


jPlayer 

Tefal points Average 

Games played 

•Jumana Salti 

84 

16.8 

5 


China ! 

iHala Muheisin 

35 

7 

5 


Korea ] 

jJehane Abdennour 31 

6.2 

5 


Japan | 

Taiwan 

Rana Husseini 

22 

4.4 

5 


Kyrgizstan | 






Kazakhstan i 


Top rebounders 



Level B 

Player 

Total rebounds Average 

Games 

Thailand 
Hong Kong 

Jumana Salti 


60 12 


5 

Philippines 

•Malaysia 

Jordan 

Rana Husseini 


31 6.2 


5 

Hind Ghouri . 


20 5 


4 

Indonesia 

Andera Kasesieh 

23 . 4.6 


5 
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Volkov beats Rusedski in LA tournament 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Alexander Volkov, the No. 7 
seed from Russia, beat hard- 
serving Greg Rusedski 7-5, 
6-4 Monday in the first 
round of the $328,000 
Infiniti Open. 

Volkov lost to Rusedski 
the three previous times they 
played. 

Rusedski, a Canadian who 
recently became a British 
citizen, has a serve that’s 
been clocked at 137 miles 
per hour (221 kilometres per 
hour). 


"This is indeed a big win 
forme," Volkov said. "... My 
concentration was way up 
from the first to the last 
point He is a big server, and 
I made almost no mistakes.” 
No. 8 Brett Steven of 
New Zealand, the only other 
seed to play, was beaten 1-6, 
6-3, 6-3 by Marcos Ondrus- 
ka of South Africa at the Los 


Angeles Tennis Centre. 

Steven won the first set in 
23 minutes but Ondruska, 
ranked 116th in the world, 
took the first three games of 
the second seL 

Steven closed the march 
by winning the final four 
games. 

In other first-round match- 
es, Derrick Rostagno elimi- 


nated qualifier Kent Kirin ear 
6-3, 6-3; Michael Joyce beat 
Paul Wekesa of Kenya 6-1, 
6-4; and Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland rallied past 
Jordi Burillo of Spain 445, 
6-1, 7-5. 

Top-seeded Goran Ivani- 
sevic of Croatia was to play 
Tuesday night against Ken- 
neth Carl sen of Sweden. 


FOR RENT 

200 $q. m 1st floor apartment of: 

3 spacious bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, master bedroom, openly 
designed living , dining & family room, luxurious Italian 
marble floors, bright kitchen and more than 90 sqm of terrace 
overlooking Mecca St. 

High tech, separate central heating arid also separate water 
& electricity meters, in addition to modem security system. 
For appointment & enquiries , please call: 667028 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Brand new, spacious 335 sq.m., separate entrance. 
Like a villa, top security region, 2-car garage, alarm 
system, independent services, top quality furniture, 
garden and terraces. Another floor for sale. Location: 
Off Mecca Str. Um AJ Summaq. 

Call owner Tel: 829861 a.m., or 828099 p.m. 


FULLY FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Location: Dahiat Al-Rashid 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 
spacious salons, dining room, 
garden, carpark, central heating 
system, one air-conditioning unit, 
modern furniture, new building (less 
than 2 years old) 

Please call 671881 or 638288 


INDEPENDENT FLOOR FOR RENT. 

consists of 3 bedrooms, salon .dining room and 
sitting room with a fireplace , spacious veranda , 
garage , store room and telephone , area 250 sq 
m. Location : rabieh - near Chinese embassy . 
for more information call tel. 678617 
Amman / for three days . 


WANTED 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Jordanian trading company is seeking an 
executive secretary with the followrng:- 
’ Fluent Arabic St English. 

* PC user / Apple. 

* Capable of manage all office work. 

Interested candidates please send your CVs with a recent 

photo to R0.Box 81 5374 Amman 1 1180 Jordan. 


SECRETARY REQUIRED 

Excellent English and capable on 
Winword programs. Full-time or 
part-time. 

Call for appointment at 

838107. 

Position available immediately. 


Apartment For Rent In Abdoun 

part of a small villa 


,3 bedrooms. L-shapc dining room, setting 
room, large kitchen, telephone and possible 
use of Swimming Pool. . 

Next to the Orthodox Club near British 

Embassy 

Cali Tel 81 5672 between 9.00 am - 6.00 pm 


NEEDED 

Private consulting / trading agency 
has position available for a female 
Office Manager 
Candidates should be foreign or local, 
but require an overseas degree / 
overseas work experience. 

A good command of the English 
Language is essential, as well as alt 
secretarial skills required. 

Interested candidates should send 
a CV to P.O.Box 5476, Amman, 
Jordan, soonest. 



IN THE 2NDFLOOR 

• PERFUMERY 

• MALE/FEMALE WEARS 
•SUNGLASSES 

• SHOES • TOYS 

• GIFTS • LEATHER WEARS 

• HOUSEHOLD & 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 



Buy & Wjj* 
a 139$ 


' ' 



Alahlia-Abela 

Superstore 


A PROJECT OF ALAHLIA COMMERCIAL CENTERS P.S.C. 
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Russian, Chechen 
commanders call rebels 

to disarm 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
The Russian military chief in 
Chechenya and the rebel 
commander met on Tuesday 
in the regional capital Grozny 
at the head of a newly- 
formed joint commission to 
call separatist fighters to lay 
down their arms. 

The commission — the first 
body in which separatist re- 
bels and Moscow officials 
would act as a team — has 
been formed to oversee the 
implementation of a break- 
through military agreement 
they had reached on Sunday. 

A Chechen spokesman 
said rebel military chief 
Asian Maskhadov and Rus- 
sian military commander in 
the region Anatoly Romanov 
asked separatist fighters to 
disarm. 

The appeal said those who 
surrendered their arms 
voluntarily would not be 
punished for participation in 
fighting against Russian 
forces during the bloody 
seven-month conflict. 

“We appeal to the field 
commanders to do all they 
can to prevent provoca- 
tions... which could cause 
major trouble," the spokes- 
man quoted the appeal as 
saying. 

Disarming the rebels is 
pan of Sunday's deal under 
which Russia promised to : 
withdraw most of the troops ' 
sent in last December to quell 
Chechenya’s three-year inde- 
pendence bid. 

Russia would keep only 
two brigades in Chechenya — 
one from the army and 
another from the interior 


ministry forces. 

The Chechen spokesman 
quoted Mr. Maskhadov as' 
saying that they had agreed 
with Mr. Romanov to order 
their forces to stop fighting. 

Interfax news agency said 
Mr. Maskhadov had told his 
forces earlier on Tuesday to 
cease fire from midnight 
(2000 GMT). There were no 
reports of a similar order by 
Mr. Romanov. 

In the meantime dashes 
between troops and rebels 
continued across Chechenya. 
Interfax said on Tuesday two 
Russian servicemen bad been 
killed and five others wound- 
ed in the past 24 hours. 

“They are trying to pene- 
trate Grozny and other settle- 
ments and open fire from 
populated areas to provoke 
return fire," a Russian milit- 
ary official in Chechenya told 
Interfax. 

Russian troops had been 
instructed to fire back only in 
extreme drcumstances, he 
said. 

TASS quoted a senior Rus- 
sian official as saying most 
rebel field commanders 
wanted to stick to the terms 
of the deal. 

But some commanders 
close to rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who is 
sticking by his 1991 declara- 
tion of independence for 
Chechenya, were planning to 
seize power by force, be said. 

Gen. Dudayev has poured 
scorn on the agreement 
reached in Grozny after more 
than seven months of fight- 
ing, a deal which leaves open 


key political issues such as 
ChecHenya's future status 
and Gen. Dudayev's own 
role in the region. 

Mr. Maskhadov toned 
down Gen. Dudayev’s re- 
marks, made in an interview 
with U.S. State Department- 
funded Liberty radio on 
Monday. 

“The (Dudayev) made his 
comments in an apparent 
agitation,’' the Chechen 
spokesman quoted Mr. Mas- 
khadov as saying on Tuesday. 

“We discussed the agree- 
ment with the president 
yesterday (on Monday). In 
principle he does not oppose 
it apart from several minor 
points," Mr. Maskhadov 
said. 

In another step to imple- 
ment Sunday's deal Mr. Mas- 
. khadov on Tuesday ordered 
an exchange of maps locating 
military units and weaponry 
to be destroyed and 
announced a reward of up to 
300,000 roubles (S6S) for ev- 
ery rifle handed in. 

Russian forces would have 
to draw back from areas 
where Chechen weaponry 
was given up and self-defence 
units would be set up and 
allowed to hold some 
weapons as long as they 
cooperated with the Rus- 
sians. 

Russians and Chechens 
military leaders exchanged 
lists of prisoners-of-war on 
Tuesday but said they were 
incomplete so an exchange of 
prisoners, due to have begun 
on Monday,' would probably 
not start until Thursday. 


Iraq condemns U.S. mediation 
between Kurdish factions 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
condemned Tuesday plans 
for U.S.-mediated talks 
aimed at ending the' fighting 
between Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq, calling the 
move -interference in its inter- 
till affairs. J, ‘ 

! The official newspaper A! 
Iraq, published by Kurds 
loyal to the government in 
Baghdad, .said that “meeting 
between U.S. State Depart- 
ment officials and rival Kur- 
dish factions, or their invita- 
tion to Washington, were 
against the people’s rights 
and choice, as defined by the 
United Nations Charter." 

The two main feuding Kur- 
dish factions in northern Iraq 
have accepted a U.S. plan for 
peace talks next week in Lis- 
bon. Kurdish officials said 
Monday. 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) and the Patrio- 
tic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), which have control- 
led northern Iraq in defiance 
of Baghdad since the end of 
the 1991 Gulf War, are lock- 
ed in a bitter struggle for 
power and over tax revenue. 

More than 2,000 people 
have been killed since the 
fighting erupted in May 1994. 
according to Kurdish sources. 

A1 Iraq said “America’s 
irrational methods were 
largely responsible for the 
fighting" between the KDP 
and the PUK. which has 
“destroyed the economy and 
social fabric of the region, in 
the absence of a state author- 
ity." 

The paper warned of “the 
danger of American policies 


on regional security," and 
said that “continuing in- 
terference by Washington in 
Iraq's domestic affairs and its 
support of rival Kurd factions 
will expose the region to dan- 
gers of incalculable consequ- 
ences." 

The U.S.-mediated meet- 
ing is scheduled for August 9 
through August 11 in the 
Portuguese capital, and 
would be the first between 
the two sides’ political 
bureaus in seven months. 

A three-month ceasefire 
ran out between the Kurdish 
factions July 15, but renewed 
dashes which flared on July 
9, mainly around the town of 
Arbil, have left more than 
200 people dead, according 
to U.N. and foreign aid 
workers. 

Meanwhile the Russian 
Foreign Minister, Andrei 
Kozyrev, will defend his 
country’s policy toward Iraq 
when he arrives here 
Wednesday on the fifth 
anniversary of the invasion of 
Kuwait, diplomats said Tues- 
day. 

Kuwait fears Moscow, a 
permanent member of the 
U.N. Security Coundl, will 
back a lifting of economic 
sanctions before Iraq com- 
plies with all U.N. resolu- 
tions, including the return of 
Kuwaiti prisoners and prop- 
erty. 

“Kozyrev will again ex- 
plain Russia's position on lift- 
ing the embargo." which was 
imposed days after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait on August 2, 
1990. a Russian diplomat told 


AFP. 

“Russia, along with France 
and China, supports an even- 
tual easing of the sanctions in 
return for Iraq’s cooperation 
on eliminating its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

' Kuwait; backed by the Un- 
ited States, wants Iraq not 
only to comply with dis- 
armament resolutions but 
also with those, calling for the 
return of Kuwaiti prisoners- 
and stolen goods as well as 
compensation for war vic- 
tims. 

The Russian diplomat said 
Mr. Kozyrev and his Kuwaiti 
counterpart Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah will discuss 
the fate of 605 people, includ- 
ing 66 foreigners, who 
Kuwait says were deported to 
Iraq or disappeared during 
the occupation. 

Moscow last November 
offered to mediate to clear up 
the issue Baghdad recognised 
for the first time last Septem- 
ber that it bad arrested 73 
Kuwaitis but said it has lost 
trace of them. 

A western diplomat added 
that Mr. Kozyrev will also 
have to defend' Russia's poli- 
cy toward Bosnia, which the 
Arabs complain is biased to- 
ward the Serbs. 

“Arab countries, including 
Kuwait, are astonished at 
Russia's position," which re- 
jects any use of force to settle 
the conflict, he added. 

On Tuesday the United 
Arab Emirates protested to 
Russia over Bosnia and 
warned it risked losing Arab 
and Muslim friends. 



Israeli police battle settlers for the second day running at 
Beit El near RammaHah in the occupied West Bank where 


the settlers intended to set a new Jewish colony (see story 
page 1) (AFP photo) 


Court delays hearing of Abu Zeid’s appeal 


CAIRO (AFP) — An E gyp- 
tan court delayed Tuesday a 
hearing on a Cairo university 
lecturer's request for a stay of 
execution on a judgement 
ordering him to divorce his 
wife on grounds of heresy, 
legal sources said.. 

The decision marked the 
third time that hearings on an 
appeal for a stay of execution 
have been postponed because 
of procedural reasons since a 
court on June 15 issued the 
unprecedented ruling against 
Nasser Hamed Abu Zeid. 

The appeals, made by Dr. 
Abu Zeid or close associates, 
are aimed at preventing Mus- 
lim extremists from deman- 


ding that policy cany out the 
order for him to divorce. 

An appeals court ruling in 
June said that Dr. Abu Zeid's 
writings on religion “attack- 
ed” and “incited disrespect" 
for Islam and ordered his- 
divorce from his wife on the 
grounds that a Muslim 
woman cannot be married to 
an apostate. 

Islamic extremists filed the 
suit demanding the foreced 
divorce. 

By Egyptian law, the plain- 
tiffs can use the ruling to ask 
police to forcibly remove his 
wife Yunis from her home or 
raise a morals case against 


her for living with a man 
outside marriage. 

In their appeal for a stay of 
execution. Dr. Abu Zeid's 
wife said the ruling 
“threatened their Jives be- 
cause by declaring her hus- 
band an apostate, they have 
given a weapon to those who 
do not know him but want to 
kill him." 

The couple has also re- 
quested a hearing with the 
final appeals court, arguing 
that the lower court did not 
have the authority to judge 
someone an “apostate," but 
no date has been set, a legal 
source said. 

Dr. Abu Zeid and his wife 


are currently on vacation out- 
side Egypt, according to 
sources close to them who 
would not say what country 
they were in. 

In its ruling, the court said 
Dr. Abu Zeid wrote that 
Islamic laws giving women 
half the inheritance of men 
were unjust in an age when 
women work and contribute 
to household earnings. 

The cases hinged on the 
sharia law principle of “his- 
ba" (accounting), which 
allows any Muslim to take to 
court an offender against 
Islam even if he is not directly 
harmed by the offence. 


20,000 Kurds stage 
march in Berlin 


BERLIN (AP) — Chanting 
“freedom for Kurdistan," 
around 20,000 Kurds mar- 
ched through Berlin Tuesday 
behind the coffin of a woman 
who died during a hunger 


strike in solidarity with Kurds 
iprisoned in Turkey. 
Heightened Kurdish mili- 


tance brought warnings from 
politicians against violence 
spilling into Germany from 
the conflict in Turkey. A 
Berlin conservative, Heinrich 
Lummer of the Christian 
Democratic Union Party, 
said Germany could become 
a “multi-conflict society” if 
immigration isn’t reduced. 

Leftist Daniel Cohn- 
Bendit. the Frankfurt city 
adviser on multi-cultural 
affairs, said he sympathised 
with the Kurdish struggle in 
Turkey but he also blamed 
Kurdish militants for at least 
part of a wave of fire- 
bombings of Turkish 
businesses in Germany. 

Germany "is not Kurdis- 
ran.” Mr. Cohn-Bendit said, 
accusing whoever carried out 
such attacks of bearing the 
same guilt as German neo- 
Nazis who killed Turks in 
notorious fire-bombings in 
Moelln and Solingen in re- 
cent years. 

He also criticised police for 
excessive use of force during 
a Kurdish demonstration in 
Frankfurt on Sunday, and 
said such actions play into the 
hands of the outlawed Kur- 
distan Workers’ Party, 
known as the PKK. 

Berlin police, with some 
2.000 officers on the streets, 
appeared to avoid conflicts 
with the large crowd that 


marched from’ the Kreuzberg 
district to the centre of west- 
ern Berlin behind the Hearse - 
carrying the coffin of Gulnaz 
Baghistani. No incidents 
were reported. 

Mrs. Baghistani'; 4^ a na- 
tive of Iraq, died bf fidart 
failure last Thursday during a 
demonstration after fasting 
for eieht davs. The mother of 
five daughters is to be buried 
Wednesday in Osnabrueck, 
the western German city 
where she Jived. 

About 60 hunger-strikers 
were in the protest march, 
the weaker ones in a bus. . 

The Berlin hunger strike, 
in its 13th day, was in solidar- 
ity with some 5,000 Kurdish 
prisoners fasting for 19 days 
in Turkey. One of those died 
last week. 

They, are protesting Tur- 
key's military campaign 
against Kurds striving for in- 
dependence, and they de- 
mand that the United Na- 
tions and Red Cross repres- 
sentatives be sent to ensure 
that, the Turkish army re- 
spects the Geneva Conven- 
tion. 

About 1 .500 Kurds demon- 
strated Tuesday at the United 
Nations building in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and in Athens. 
Greece, about 200 Kurds de- 
monstrated outside the Ger- 
man embassy. 

Germany's federal pro- 
secutors. meanwhile, 
announced an indictment 
against a 24-year-old Turkish 
Kurd 1 , identified only as 
.Mehmetsirin O.. who is ac- 
cused of membership of a 
terrorist organisation. 


Writers urge clemency 
for ex-Black Panther 


PARIS (AFP) — A writers 
group* that includes Salman 
Rushdie and Taslima Nas- 
reen called Tuesday for a 
review of the trial of an ex- 
membfer of the Black Panth- 
ers^ fHciiig execution for the 
slaying of a white-police offic- 
er. 

Mumia- Abu Jamal faces 


execution by lethal injection 
on August 17 at 10:00 p.m. 
local time (0200 GMT) in 


Pennsylvania, said a member 
of the International Parlia- 
ment of Writers. ■ 

In addition to the protest 
by the writers group, which 
Mr. Rushdie heads, human 
rights groups have planned 
protests in Europe, the Un-, 
ited States and Canada. 

In Paris, South African 
writer Breyten Breytenbach 
read a message of thanks 
from Mr. Abu Jamal to the 
500 writers who asked the 
governor of Pennsylvania to 
delay the execution. 

They are also calling for a 
review of the trial, which has 
been questioned by human 
rights activists. 

In addition to Mr. Rush- 
die, the 500 writers include 
Ms. Nasreen, who took re- 
fuge in Sweden after being 
threatened with blasphemy 
charges in her native Bang- 
ladesh, and French writers 
Pierre Bourdieu and Jean- 
Francois Lyotard. 

Christian Salom. the 
general secretary of the 
group, denounced the “in- 
iquity" of the Abu-Jamai's 
trial. Its “anti-constitutional" 
character and alleged that 
witnesses had been pressured 


to change their story. 

He compared Mr. Abu 
Jamal’s conviction to the 
Dreyfus affair which shook 
France at the beginning of 
the century. At that time, the 
young Captain Dreyfuses, a 
Jew, was unjustly accused of 
high treason. 

Also Tuesday, demonstra- 
tions supporting Mr. Abu 
Jamal took place in New 
York, led by writer William 
Styron, and in Montreal. 

Mr. Abu Jamal, a former 
journalist and ex-member of 
the militant Black Panthers 
movement, was condemned 
to death in 1982 after being 
convicted of murder on Dec. 
9, 1981. On Oct. 1, 1990, the 
U.S. Supreme Court refused 
to review the sentence. 

Human rights groups have 
organised demonstrations 
supporting Mr. Abu Jamal in 
various countries, and an in- 
ternational day of action has 
been called for on Aug. 12. 

On Monday, Belgium's 
ambassador in the united 
States pleaded clemency for 
Mr. Abu Jamal. The Euro- 
pean parliament has already 
spoken out for him. 

In Europe, demonstrations 
have been called over the 
next few days in Paris, Brus- 
sels, Bologna in Italy and 
Copenhagen. 

In Canada, there will be 
demonstrations in Toronto 
on Aug. 7 and in Montreal on 
Aug. 8. 

A caravan will leave San 
Francisco on Saturday to 
cross the United States and 
join the demonstrations in 
Philadelophia. 



Election results in Japan have no bearing on Amman-Tokyo ties 


From P.V. Vivekaoand 
in Tokyo 

THE CLOUDS in the poli- 
tical scene here, after re- 
cent parliamentary elec- 
tions, would have no bear- 
ing on Tokyo's ties with 
Mideastem countries, least 
of all Jordan with which 
successive Japanese gov- 
ernments have fostered a 
strong relationship since 
the early 70s, according to 
Japanese politicians and di- 
plomats. 

If anything, they say, 
Tokyo-Amman relations 
are being strengthened, 
particularly after the May 
22-28 “Jordan Week" in 
Japan attended by Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath, and the Japanese 
government is now. closely 
studying ways and means to 
support the Jordanian eco- 
nomy. 


The politicians and diplo- 
mats alike pay tribute to 
the “courageous step" that 
Jordan took in making 
peace with Israel and say 
that the Kingdom's consis- 
tent and moderate policies 
and political approach have 
always given comfort to 
Japan.* 

■ They also recall two 
other specific instances 
where Jordanian gestures 
touched the Japanese 
hearts. The first was when 
Tordan gave priority to 
Japanese being evacuated 
from Yemen when Royal 
Jordanian flew out fore- 
igners from that country's 
civil war last year. The 
second came when Jordan 
quickly responded to the 
emergency situation in 
Kobe in central Japan fol- 
lowing a major earthquake 
there -in January and sent 
urgent relief aid. 

Yoshiaki Kibe, a veteran 
parliamentarian represent- 


ing the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) which leads 
the ruling coalition, said he 
believed that the “key role 
of Jordanians in Mideast- 
ern politics and the excel- 
lent state of relationship 
between the two royal 
families” were the pillars of 
Amman-Tokyo ties regard- 
less of which party was in 
power in Japan. 

Noting that there has al- 
ways been bipartisan sup- 
port in Tokyo for close 
cooperation with Jordan, 
Mr. Kibe said: “The Jor- 
dan Week was very suc- 
cessful. and it has streng- 
thened the ground for in- 
creased contacts between 
the peoples of the two 
countries." 

One significant outcome 
of the Jordan Week was a 
declaration where Tokyo 
affirmed that it saw Jordan 
as the gateway to the 
Mideast. Specifically refer- 
ring to that, Mr. Kibe, who 


heads a legislative group 
mandated with improving 
ties with the Arab World, 
said it was only “natural" 
that Jordan occupied an 
important slot in Tokyo’s 
approach to the Mideast. 

Yuji. Ikeda. the former 
Japanese ambassador to 
Jordan who is now Tokyo's 
special ambassador to the 
Mideast peace process, said 
the results of the recent 
legislative elections — 
which saw the LDP losing 
heavily — and a possible 
cabinet reshuffle had no 
“effect whatsoever" on the 
country'? approach to the 
Mideast." 

Mr. Ikeda said he was 
“fully confident that 
Jordanian-Japanese rela- 
tions will continue, to be 
strengthened** and that 
Amman could count on 
Tokyo's continued support 
regardless of any change in 
Japanese politics. 

Mr. Ikeda as well as 


Toshineri Shingei, who 
heads the Mideastem desk 
at the Foreign Ministry, 
said Japan was looking for- 
ward to the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit to bring 
about a higher-profile 
Japanese private sector in- 
volvement in Jordan as well 
as other countries in the 
region. 

Y. Kimura. the Japanese 
ambassador-designate who 
flew into Amman on Mon- 
day to succeed Mr. Ikeda. 
told the Jordan Times that 
he believed that the ground 
had already been well- 
prepared for consolidating 
Jordanian-Japanese ties in 
terms of increased econo- 
mic cooperation. 

Mr. Kimura, 56, said: 
“We already have a very 
good base for further ex- 
panding and consolidating 
political and economic 
cooperation, and I'd use it 
ail levels... including cultu- 


ral ties....” one of his spe- 
cial areas of interest. 

“I am carrying the war- 
mest greetings’’ from 
Emperor Akihito and the 
imperial family of Japan to 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein,” he said, adding that 
.in a pre-departure audience 
the emperor had spoken 
highly _ of Jordan and King 
Hussein. 

Officials in charge of eco- 
nomic assistance said they 
were considering several 
proposals to support Jor- 
dan. These include grant 
aid on a project-to-project 
basis, untied yen loans, 
technical assistance and ex- 
port credits. 

The officials declined to 
discuss specific figures and 
proposals, but indicated 
that Jordan could definitely 
expect this year more than 
the S30 million in direct 
Japanese grant aid that it 
received in 1994. ■ 

They also saidjthe recent 


visit of a Japanese mission 
to Jordan was aimed at 
considering yen loans for 
the Kingdom along the 
Same lines where Tokyo 
extended $700 million to 
Amman after the Iraqi in- 

1990 ° ° f KuWait in Au SCst 

“No definite amounts 
have been discussed, and it 
. is too early to reach any 
conclusion, said a senior 
official. “We have to look 
at all possibilities and 
means under the 
framework available to 
U5.“ 

- holds about $1.8 

billion in Jordan's foreim 
debts. While Tokyo can 
write off the debts, at.least 
a significant part of it. it 
does not want to do so. the 
offiaals here say. since that 
would mean a total suspen- 
sion of Japanese develop- 
ment loans that Jordan 
• urgently needs at this poirit 
in time. 


Yeltsin to stay 
in sanatorium 
this week 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia 

President Boris Yeltsin is re- y; 

covering normally from a 
heart problem, feeling cheor- - 

fill and working hard, but will. .. . 

probably remain in a sanator- : 

Him until the end of this 
week, ITAR-TASS news-.,- V 
agency said Tuesday. The 
president’s recovery is going 
well ” TASS said. The agen- 
cy quoted Mr. Yeltsin’s press. v=. ■ ■ 
service as saying no working - - 
meetings were planned for ■ - 
Tuesday, but that the presi- - : 
dent was getting ready for “V . 
meetings later in the week. , 
Mr. Yeltsin, 64, was taken ill . 
on July 10 with chest pains - ’ 
later diagnosed as a 
terioration of a long-sta ndin g 
heart condition. He spent >' 
two weeks in hospital, before 
being transferred to a sana- . ; 
tom im on the outskirts^ of 
Moscow. In a television • 
appearance on July 18 de-;. 
signed to quash speculation 
about his ability to rule, Mr. ~ ' 
Yeltsin looked fit and said he 
was being kept up to date on 
affairs of state. The pres ident 
has been working both from 
hospital and from the sana: ** 

torium, appointing ministers " 
and s ig ning documents on a 
range of policy issues. 


It’s now okay 
to (boldly) split 
infinitives 

OXFORD, England (AFP) 

— Tire Hollywood sd-fi epic 
Star Trek, which gave Amer- 
ica its most famous split in- 
finitive, has been vindicated 
by Oxford University lan- 
guage gurus who say it's okay 
to boldly go beyond tire rules 
-of grammar so long as it 
'makes sense. Bnt Oxford 
University Press’. (OUP) 

“Plain " English Guide,” 
which comes out in August 
and, in addition to authoris- 
ing split infinitives, says' if s 
okay to start a sentence with- 
“but," is not getting entirely ^1 
rave reviews^ ,?We peed firm 
nijcs for English grammar^. . ^ 
said language purist Nick 
Seaton of the Campaign for 
Real Education. *T nope flns 
is not the top of a slippery 
slope.” The guide, which also 
legitimises the forbidden 
single-sentence paragraph, is 
intended to “banish gob- 
bledygook and doublespeak" 
from the language, says its 
publisher. Example: „A 
secretary of state, responding' 
to an assistant’s request for a * 
pay raise, wrote; “Because of 
the fiuctuational predisposi- 
tion of your position’s pro- .. 
ductive capacity as juxta- 
posed to government stan- 
dards, it would be moraen- . 
tarily injudicious to advocate 
an increment.” Translation: 

Forget it. But the guide’s ; 
most controversial compo-. ■ 
nent is its frontal attack on J 
the centuries-old canon; 

“Thou shall not split an in- 
finitive.” a problem unique 
to English which is virtually 
the only Western language 
with two-word infinitives. 
Trustees of the language 
nonetheless like to think of 
their infinitives as integral, 
inviolable entities and abhor ^ 
the interposition of adverbs^ 
between the “to” and the M 
rest. 


U.S. Senate 
wants names of 
U.N. 

'deadbeat 
diplomats’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — Tbel 
Senate voted 94-2 to withhold % 
UO million of United Nations-^ 
fending until Congress gets 7 * 
the names of “deadbeat 
plomats” at the U.N. who are i 
not paying their bills. A re- .is 
port by U.N. Secretary- .: 
General Boutros Ghali has^ 
said that diplomats and mis- f 
sions posted to the workfe 
body have run up debts off 
more than $9 million to" 
tanks, landlords, hotels, util? * 
ity companies and merchants^ 
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